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PART II

0rdcr C0tUMBtF0RMES
Famity pTERdCuDAE

147. LARGE PIN-TAILED SAND-GROUSE. < jtu , ,$lr u, _ \!v
Pterocles alchata.

G & S. 22 records.
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This slx,cies is rlealt l,ith fullv in Ticehur.st (ol). cii.t and
though rve have nunrer.ous lecords, no clear picture emerges, nor
do the r'ocor(ls suggesl any modifictrtion of their status. Syxrrtsmen
sav thiii the ellolrltous flocks of betrveen the \\'ars are raler these
dals irrrrl Iirsrvell ctinfilrn-s this. I nover sa\\' ulolr than a thousand
at a tinte. Il is certainl.y lruc to sa)-thirt in the liut-Sheikh Sa'ad
ittt,tr frrrn l9/r2-,'r thev rvt't'e not,scen in an)- rrumbers, and the
blrr,riinq grounrls dpscril)ecl ltv l)itrnan werc not found. One of
tht'il sorrrct,s of fc,orl, the r-egetable mirttel in the droppings of
camels rnust be (iixrinishing rvith the slrread of the motor-car. In
191r1-r coincidcnt rvith the rlr'y'ing u1r of the Surveicha 1ake, fairly
Iarge numbels were seen rLround liut, in the autumn. When feed-
ing tlrtl mtr-e foll'ald in a lraek like Starlings lSturnus) al
t'oosting timc, and if tlirrrnt-rl ihe fligltt brgins at the front of
the 0ocli. It rvrrs rurticeii in Novernber' ,15 near Kut that among
sevcral small flocks sorrt' bilds were paired. Sandgrouse were
often seen iu the di-stancc when the sllecies could not be deter-
mincd, though the larger' flochs are usualll' composed mainly of
this specie-s. Trvo in,juied birds rverc kelrt iu calltivit). succesfully
iol somc time.

North, 6 records.

| 2311
w
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\v w \\' \v
Betrveen Baiii anrl Nlosul in August 42 thev s'ete Yel\'abun-

dant. They wele seen at llashi(Ia (8 October'] and in large flocks
on the banks of the Great Zab lt Quvtir 127 Octobi'r' 44\ in the
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l'Iosul irlea, and local ol)inion is that thel rllove ilwaY frou the
nolth during the winter rvhen the l'ains t r)nle. '1'hey I'et'e not
seen agirirr until i6 --\plil .ii at Hadhra. \irsper noted continual
movements to the s'est of lralties up to 3o irt June ancl Jttll"l3 at

Shalqat; N,hil0 noDe NeIe seeD to go e st.'l'he time oi the more
rnents 0ll{[)-09tlt) hIs. suggests tllo\.etttenls to rvater.

r48, SPOTTED SAND.GROUSE,

Pterocles s. senegallus (L).

G & S, 13 records.

.lrJr lli - \!^

910 12

KK K
'Ihis sald-glouse jravt, bet'n fulh' dealt rtith b-v 'licehutst (op.

rrit.j and these rtoles irld little t,r the knorv)tdge of their distlil)u-
tion. Arountl Kut it is rnost conspicuous in Selrtetnbel and Octobet'
u'hcn the l)ilds come in flom lhc cleselt anrl irre fourd near the
loarls and on desert tlacks. I met ihem, still in flock, neal Bedlah
on 8 -{plil 4i. Ptr-C reco|ds i1 n|st in a fletlened hoof-mark near'
llaqubah \yith thlee eggs on 11r June /r4. \Ieasurcrlents of tu,o
sIr,i:iDrcrrs obtained ar'o found in ihe al4rendir. This slrecies seem-
ed 1o be const;rnt in its choice of localities ;rnd not suliject to the
fluctuatious in nurnbel and local distributiou of Plctocles alchatd.
It was frequent in the desert betrveen Kerbela-Nejef in September,
iind \lilclalen lound it the onlv -.and-grouse around Zubair near
llaslah in \{av-June /r3. u.here ltilds flerv to \ratet onlv in the
tttolniri{ florr 05:30 to 07:45 hls.

North,

The sand-grouse glounds lie to the soulh and west of Nlosul,
ill'els rre did not lisit flerluerrth'. I did not -ree it ueal Mo-sul nor
in the Sinjar in autumn-rvintet Lg44-45, end Vosper has a solitary
recold of one f}'om near Sharqat on 15 Jull' 43.

BB
'I ir iilii3
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149. IMPERIAL SAND-GROUSE

Pterocles o. orirntolis (L).

North.
We have only two records,

J'LJI )J-! tLi - \:1

both from the North from the
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Mosul district. Three v/ere seen at Quwair on the Great Zab (27
October 44) and 7 between Mosul - Tel-Afar (5 February 4b). It
was not seen by us in Central 'Iraq.

G&S.
PNC records two from c50 miles NW of Shuaibah (t4 Decem-

ber 45).

Family C0LUMBIDAE

r50. STOCK-DOVE. ,tr, eb , d.. _ \o.

Columba o. oettas L.

C & S.3 records.

From Central and Southern are&s we h&ve two records from
near Baghdad for December 4l and 43, in both cases associated
rvith Ring Dove (C. lmlunxbus). A pair was found &t the ruins
of Wasit in the desert E. of Hai on I May 43. Possibly it is over-
looked.

North.

In tiurdi-:tan it \\' S fre(luent if not abundant around Penjrvin
betwet,n 27.\ugust 12 Septerrrber' 1r:, where it inhabited welt
\oodc(l rallel-s irnd slopes up to 4i00 lt. Thel'came to the river
irnd the clolis irr the late afterrroon. On the Mosul side. which
is less rvell s.ooded, ir ferv rvelc seen in \ovember. Januar"v anrl
April. Its nolthern status is doubtful.

151 .tiocK,Dovn.
Oolturt ht liuia Cmelin.

jrr* ft' - \o\

I
lt'coxlsc&s. 28

B
1
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'fhere i-s little to atld to its status in the Baghdatl area, and

the abseuce of records frorn solrre months is no doubt due to its
having beeu taken fot 6lranted. lt fretluents the mud-clifrs by the
I)ivala Br., the ruined ZiSSurat tt Agar Quf, Deltarvah (Khalis),
irnd several places on the Baghdad - Khanaqin road lt is rtill
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plentiful at the arch of Ctesiphon near Sulman Pak; and is com-
mon between Wadi Mohammadi and Rutbah. Some were seen

in the foothills ol the Pusht-i-Kuh, east of Bedrah, and a few pairs
breed at Kut, c3 pairs in the Sardens of Haji Ali and beyond the
oil storage tanks by the Gharraf regulator there was always a
small flock. Maclaren saw them in the Zubair district in May and
June, where he thought they bred in wells, and at Hindiyah he
noted several large flocks throughout April, as rvell as domesti-
cated pairs breeding, but no large numbers $,ere seen again until
late August.

North. 28 records.

l23t|56789t0tlt2
wwwwwwww w w w

In Kurdistan it rvas common in all the months I was there,
from August to Ma-y. It was noted among other places in the
conglomerate clifrs of the Khabur River at Zakho, breeding in the
falls of the liurestone gorge at Sharanish Islam, and breeding in
a c&ve near Harir. Flocks were first noted at Seramadia on Mt.
Bishmish on 28 August 44, and were last recorded at Zawita near
Dohuk on 25 February 45. On the Mosul plain it is common in
the rocky velleys of streams and rivers, and nearer to the city it
becomes abundant, though, no doubt, as Maclaren notes, these
birds are not truly wild. Oddly, none were recorded at Choarta
in E. Kurdistan, nor at Penjwin by Maclaren or myself in
autumn.

152. WOOD-PIGEON, or RING-DO\aE.

Columba palumbus L.

jL! - \or

c & s,
B BB

89t0ttt?
I.'locii-s Nelc trrtoItierl florrr artas uear. llaglrdarl fr.orrr Selt

teurbcr' llalr,h. In Baghrlrrd ilsclf the lalgest numbers \\'et,e
set,n in the Salachil'ah galdens, r.here []o,r\rell sa\y c300. some
in Eucall'ptus (1 Jrrnuarl. 44;, rvhile out,rirle Raghdad flocks were
cornnron in gardens bt the li. I)ilirla at I)elta\\.ah (Khalis1, and
on the s'ay to Khanaqin at --\bu Jisr'. Abu Harva and Abu Hadid.
Boswell lecords one fr.om Alrvil-ah on ?.1 -\pt'il and there is a
solitary sumrner. I'ecor.d fr.om PNC f15 Juty 45). If they still breed

aI

15 records.
B B BB
t234567
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there they are not much in evidence, as we nevel. came on them,
nor were there any at Kut, nor in the woods on the Tigris by
Suweira. One observed in February had the bill bufr and the green
on side of neck meeting dorsally.

North. lg records.
ETI

t234 567 8510 11 t2w ww \Yw ww
In Kurdistan it is widespread and breeds in the woods

clothing the mountain sides and valleys at 4000-5000 ft., but it
cannot be said to be a common dove, and apparently deserts large
areas in winter. In three weeks (26 August - tg September 42)
at Penj$/in, only 3 wanderers were seen by the river, though
Maclaren the nexl year found it very abundant there in autumn.
-\t Choarta, not far distant, on 14 August it v/as frequent and a
nest found on that date had two eggs in it by the end of the next
day. The nest u'as more heavily built than we see in Brits.in and
lined with dried herbs, oaks leaves and a few fe&thers. Vosper
found it common in the scrub oak woods around Shaqlawah -Rowanduz area between 26 July - I August 43, though less fre-
quent in orchards.

In the valleys alound Amadia it was seen in threes and fours
into late August 44. This region is more treed than the correspond-
ing one in Penjwin. Boswell saw them there in Juiy 43; and we
both noted them in Zab Gorge. In the winter I only saw it in
flocks, but Williamson saw odd birds near Dohuk in January
and Noremtrer. On lo,November flocks of up to 40 were seen

between Sharanish and Perakh N.E. of Zakho. In April 45 some
birds were paired (Barzan) but flocks were still seen 20 &t Reizan
and 75 at Jafrika (26 April).

It would seem to be resident in suitable localities in the north,
forming flocks that wander in the winter, and to be subject to
fluctuations in numbers.

I53. TURTLE.DOVE.

Streptopelia turtur (L).

c&s.

iE; Qj i3U . J..lr - \.Y

Il li
12345678910 11 12

IiK K
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'l'h(, r'ecol (ls sugFr-rt llitssilgc mi8rallt. TheY rvet'e noted
as tlre rlorrrilant bird in a galden a ferr tniles outside Baghdad on
?ll .\1n'il 4!, irnd agairr a-c the domilant birds or0r the green cI'ops
alound Hal (,r 17 \laY rr3 rvith the peak of that rvave of rnigt'atiort
on 21st Ar)l i]r rvhile in the Kut irreil the rrain autumn passage

rvas encounttmd on a tlilr up the Tigris frorr 2-11 September
Knt to Survr:ila, the birds bcing abuntlitnt tlt the lalter place ort

the llth September. rvhile a lortnight latel they were rer')' allun-
dant in hugr flock-r irt liut ccntreing |ounrl lhe livelsidc garden.
of Haji -\li ShirbI)ut. Ir1 1915 or) ?ltth St,ptt,mbet' onll- one or trvri
rvcre I,,it. Thr iruturlrn l,rrssagr for that r-t'ar is clearlf indicated
h1 tltr lrcoldsr rvhile Ir\C hirs, as ir late tlate fot Baghdad, the 30
S0pt0rlller'{:).

[,'ilst tlaies rvele: Kut i -\plil 11. l; -\luil 4:], Baghilad 2?

.\1u'il rr1. The rtriglarrt flock-s keel to the olchards {bisatin), datt
glort,s. and ('rol)s or the banks of the lilels and huge number'.
rrral Lr stten orr the shoals irt the eveninq rvhen the sun's glale
is rliminishirg. Tht'r. rvelt, fountl loosting in lirmarisli scl.ub llg
A1l'ilr. 20 lrilrls rvt,r'e seen rriglating ir a dust stolrn in tht,
dLrsr:rt lllst oI \\'irsit al)ult:0 nriles ftorl the R. Gharraf on g
]lu] i:1. ()r rr irilr lrr tht, I)usht-i-krr frxrthills in -\1r'il 4.1 none

North.
I]E

1:31rir078910 lt 13www ww w
Ir D. Kurdistan at Penj\vin in late .{ugust and early Sep-

tcrnber thev occulred irr small colonies in the scrub oak wherrer.er.
high enough trees rvere present. They were not seen after gth
Septcmbel in I,cn.lrvin nor after 9 September at Ser-Amadia (\y.
Kurdistan) u'hele only a few birds were seen from 14 August
13 Suptembcr' {.,r. Fl'om Ser.-Amirdirr Ilosrvell has no r.ccords fr.orrr
1l-16th July nor in fact for the first half of Au8ust.

Yoslter found them common and ne-rts \\.ith eggs were seen at
Rorvanrluz flon end of July-August {3.

'fhcy s,ele fi'equent at Choarta (8. Kurdistan) (.{ugust 14th.
4ilJ where the]' carne to drink at the |ool in our camp.

In the Spling a for.erunrler.\\.as seen in the \{osul area on
19 April rr5, but it is interesting, that in extensive tours of hill
countrv culminating in a journev to Barzan bet\veen that date and
2{ith -\l)ril. none \\.ere seen. \'hich sugFests that the migrants had

t
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not got so frrl No|th b.v'. then. In 1944 Ma)', travelling north from
lSaghdad thel s.ere seen at Samarrah (8th IIa\'), brrt not, hou-
u'er, again rrntil beyond Nlosul on thc Zakho r.oad. Near Zakho
lowr they \\1)l e comlrrolt! tnd odd pairs \vele seen on passes neal.
ller,sivi and I)ohuk but not belond to.\madia. (ioiug Ila-rt from
llski I{elek onwards they were secn al Rubal l{ara, Harir and
,rn the Spilik pass (11 \Ia)'1. \Vhethel the northel'n bilds are of
it different liree Nc ciuurot strl-. but in vier,r' tif this lxrssibility, tcr

Senel'alize on tl.te s-hole countn' nriglation u-ould be unrvise.
Ilacliu'cr sas a stlagglel in an olchard near \'Iosul ort 8

l)ecerrrber 1rit. ,\t the iirrre of slrlirrg rnigratior at Kut, I
r\'a. stlu(li lrl tht aplrealarrce of i$'o rlimorphs, somc bil'ds ap-

lreaiiltg lrlue gret witll little clrcslrrttt rrn the u-ittg t:ovetts, attd
,rtl-teIs rvhich tt'err srttiLlltr' \yIrc llliiiirll' chtstltut. -\o sl)oaitlleDs
rrnfoltuuately coulrl l)r. olrl;rincd. 'l'his ,iislirirti(nr rlas noterl ort

:tIel'itl ll('CaSir D S.

1ar4. LIOLL-\lil!D'ltlltTLl'l'DOVlr.

Streploptl io d- decaacto (Frivaldszky).

6Jb aru - \of.

c&s.
'l'helt' is little to irdtl about tltt' cli-.ti'ibution of this species.

It s:rLs rtret \\'ith itt llaglr.lad, Iirrl. I)irvtrri.r'ah, Str'"r''eira, Zor-
Lratilah, Samrrrrtrh i4 \Ia1 16), llaiji, h?, Kilkttk, -\nlara, but not
tt Firr in Nor-ember. I fotlr)d a nest at Kut rvith trvo eggs orr 19

,\plil d3. PN0 I'ct:ottls othet' rrests frrrrn BI).: 19 \{&y, nest in
iork of olanEJ.: trct, 1'l foot ul) \\'ith ? e88s: 26 NIa]', nest in fork
,;f Eulihlttes l)ol)lor \\'ith one egg; 30 Mrty, Iest ?0 ft. up in Dale

l)a1nr \\'itlr trvo eggs..\ llait ol Pierl Ci'orvs i(:. (urolt? c(t?ello ttlrs)

srvoolrctl dos'rr orl the nest, lvhlch one of the doves lttempted to

rlcferul. hr the strugglc, orle 0g8, lrill'tl)' incnbated, was knocked
,rut of thr' ncsL irtld it Ct'rtrv flt'rr' off u-ith the oth{11" \'lacllll'en

u,r'iting of Ilintliyah mentions that several June nests were robbed

lrr' )laglries tl)i r ,\ late nest rva. ort fl Oc!rlrel ii il)NCl at

lltrghrla,i. still I'ith t'ggs, and !'ouIrg were rtlso beitrg fed at this

iirie. [']ock.s rLle foLrtted iu the autumn, the lat'gest I sarv in the

l(ut area bcirtg otre of cl50 on tt'JephrtrLe wires neiu Azizil'ah'

It rniry often be iouna at the watels edge and is lond of feeding

nr., n,od-flot-r on the Ii\.eIS. Birds with the outer tail feathers only

sligJrtly lraler tnav have been imuature birds' For the description

.,t'a siuirtt foun(l at Ilaghtlad on l8 '\rtgust, see the appendix
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North.

It rvas recortied flom Kirkuk (1070 ff.), but not irom Sulei-
manil'a nor Penju'in. Maclaren says they are abuniiant all the
rvinter on the Nlosul plain, especialll- in orchards neat'the tox'n.
.\ftei' 1l llal'ch onll- ir fe*' r'emained, and courting activities $'ere
rroted, so lrerhaps ir fes' lrairs stay to breed. Possibly I omitted
to notc lhem dorvn. but it is odd thtt I have no recolds flom thc
\losul ;uca fol lhe s'inter and sl,ring 194.1-i.

\
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0rder PSITTACIt0RMES

tamily PSITTAC|DAE

r55. ROSE-RINGED PARAKEET.

Psitlacula krameri (Scopoll).

G&8.

iirAr .UJ - \os

BB BB B
l'-'3 /rir(i?i{910 11 l2
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Flerlut,nt lcll;ir1 rclxrrts s't,re lecrivt,tl of a lrasirrgc ol sllall
grcer'r l)arakeets in Al)r'il alr.i Sel)telrber of othel. loars, an(l L[.
(lol. l)wyer rvlitilg in thc I'.\"C llullelirr sa.ys: " I forrrrd in 1938
irnd l9il9 1lo nrst. of t'lrlaker,ts. t'rorr 19lli-r g tlrt l)irlirlieei,s tvele
ltgulrtl surnrrrirr visitots, but I lrirr',,rr,rt sorn th{,lll -qirLcr". J rrevel
Itad thr goorl fi.rltune to soe tllost,birds bLrt irt rrsJxrlsc to irrr a;tlreal
itt lhc colttrtns of tlte I)N(l Brrlleiir ir rnrnrbel of leJ)orls of []lcn.)
rrirnrr, irr rrrrl finirllr' liosrvt,ll oblaincd o}1e of fiye irr Ah.r'ivah
illilr.lr{lii(lr irr Jarruarr, iti. Dctirils of tlris slretirntrr rvill lte
fourrd in thr al)lrr,ldi-\. Fledglings lakln frou r nr'st rvele lrn.rurht
to tllo RoJal Collrgr of NIt'dicirre irr tlrr spling of 195?. The speri-
rrrerr rvhich is l,rt,srlvt'rl irr tht, \luseirru of llrt, RolaL Collegc of
\lerlir:ini, ilr Ilaghrlir(l was rr flrlirlc of lhl Iiose rirgr,rl PariLkret
tl)sillocukt A:rttttri). 'fhi' l1rcor'1ls frottt Bitghrlatl ale oI small
palties lll-9) s'lro cllcrv attcrrtirrn ! r tbernselves bl theil
liLuctius clies. 'flre.v were not \ril(1, lrut verl lestless and constantl)'
rrrt the rrrove, as orrt. rrLsrrrt,r' rrotes: ' fl1 irrg florrr tlre to tree,
especially IlucalJl,tus tleps, ani'l s(,tlling noiu'thc top doing some
scl'ecclring", 'l'hr'"v s'ere irlso -sterr to polclr on telegraph wires.
The rec-"rrt lecolrls ftotn []ag]ttlad itrr,: :l and 9 .\rlhilri.r-irh on
96 Fel-rluiril' .1? (lk.rsrr-c1l arrd (itrhbirts): hcu'(l at l\{edicul Collcge
18 [,'e])i'uary 4? (l]oswell): Arlhimilalr a'1 ,\rrgust,t2 (Selimshire),
6 rrt Alrvilah 3t) Srr|t(,nrl)cr' 4i, It Oclob(,f ir1r.l :?-?3 October 45

(Dceks, SainsburJ', Swar in PNCI. Williamson also repot'ts them
fronr Basrah whele on trvtt r.,rcitsiotts itt flit-t'lte sarv five birds
(194:;). A lesidert informerl hirn thai a fcrv, rtot rnore thitn a
tlozen, rvele secu tt irirciul tlrat tiole ovclJ- ]eirl attil that the.r'
usually loos[ed in (lum tree-q tl']t:, tltt/ tts.\ ior t night or two, and
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seeme(l to rno\'(' North \\'llen thev left iin litt. \\:iiliittttson /r No-
Yr:nllret lrirl.

We do not think the lecol'ds, to-date, .iustif-v any |eliable
e-stirrrtrtt btirrg nircle rrf the status of tllr I)ir'(1. ll is Irossible that in
Baghdirl thrl alr ir lt.,ridt,rrt coLrnl ori3inatirrg florrr intloduccd
bilrls: liul thr, r'estless Irelrin'irrul rrf the bilds arrrl the slrr-rladic
rrrtule 0f theiI rrplreirriurct,-i sIlrl)oll Co]. l)\'r'ers cont|ntirtn thitt
the.\' are liartl)' suorrrer visitols. .\ct trrding to Stuart Baker 'Fauna

rrf llritish India tho lrlcrrl irr Inrlia in I,'ebluar'.v'. iurd Nlarch and
ale extensivel.\, glain and fluit eatels. If the)' are visitors they
celtainll' allire trirrlr' (ol c)sc llosrvell's biltis rvele oyel'\\'interi nB ),

tlrough, of ar)ursc, the rveather in l,'ebluirlv in t3aghdad is difrerent
frorn thirt irr Britain. 'fhe lrird is a s-andeler arrrl \\-histler in
'l)ol)ulirr Hirnclbook of Inriirrl Ilirtls statrs that their range extends
to Baluchistan. If the) l)love to bc 1'et another examl)le of arI
lrrdian species t,xtending its range into 'Iraq; the earll' history
of lheil a|r'ivals is of -rlleciiil interest aud it is hoped ihat
irny obselvrr rvho can thlorv nrore light on theil orculrcnces rvill
r(rmrlunicatc rvith lht: Irarl Natulal Histoll \,lusL,unt.
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0rder CUCULIF0RMES

Family CUCULIDAE

riii. cucKoo.
( It ulus cunotut L.

C & S.8 rtcolris.

riri, - \.1

'l'ireIt irre Itw Icct.rlrls ft.r]rr tlr{, C & S ir|eas, llilst records
fol [i1l s,1,1g l],\|r'il /ri], 19,\lrlil 4.i, botlt sirtglt rttirle,c. []oss(,ll
iurrl \Ieikle.loltu sil\y one r)u thr lau'rr of lltt Alrvilalr Olulr l) \{ir1'
i(i. I'\C ltiLs ttl-o t't,crrttl-s ftrt tltr, tttulrt prirssagr li irrrd 11 ,\ugLtst
iir. llc dut,s nol sittg tri lrrtttc, itntl I loulrl nol cali ltint upr.

North. 11r rt'colrls.ww ww
l::i'1 :,6ill 91o 11 lP

1l
'fo tltt t,rilr thL'sr)un{i of tltr CLtckoo irr I(ulrlistan is ur,lt'ortrc.

'l'h|r' tt1rlx,at irt tttr lhirtl rverk ol .\1rti1 l11r.\1rt'il /ri'r .\rt|a) arrtl
tre Ilentiful iurrl clrrrttolorts tlllr)uglr()ttt .\1rt'il irrrrl \lir\ r,slreciirllr
irr tne feltjle rrrtrurrlirin virllers. Sitling in ir tent irt lliu'zan I
coulrl heirr bilrls callrng irr all riiretliorrs.'l'helt,alc lrcorrls of txld
ltirds frorn thrr Selarrradiir rlistlict urr retuln rnigration (1(; Au8ust
irrttl 1Selrtemlrr:r'.'r'ir. It is iikelr lllirt it lrleerls anri it wouid lrt'
interesting to knorv \rlhai slx,r'i,,s il par';rsitizrs. Ilt'i'olrlerl frorrr
\Iosul, Shalqat, -{qra, Zakho Golge, Zarvittr Gorge, Sirsing,
Serarnadiir, Kili, []irrzan, llulra Kara, Slrilik l]trss, Rowtrnduz
Golgc anrl Diana. In E. liurdistalt in thr lelrriivelv ireelrss Pr'rr-

.jrr,,irr vtllr.v a single rniglirrrl ttrrle passori thlough ol 8 Septi,rn-
lrer ll. Ililrls on lrirssilgr flerrrrlnl lltl lrrnratisli.-ccnrl) Il) l'itr,r's.

l;;. GP,t,t,\'f st'oTTItD CticIi()o.
(' I /t t t t tl or 111 nttd triu s (L\.

JLJ J.i.rr !.r,iJ - \ ov

North, 4 records.
I came on this spccies on 8 -\pril 45 on the Dohuk stream

BR B
1a:].1 5 6 i l{ {) 10 il 1P
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I)elow thal torvrr, t'hcle tlre stleittn ltrns lietrvotn steep earth
cliffs on llrr, outt,r' -cirlr of lrrnd-r irnd lich orchaltls on lhe inncl'.
It is rrs noisl a l)ild irs ir \'lagpie (f iral rvith a halsh call 'tchwerk'
rnd also 'chuu'rrgh-ch us-arh-churvagh churvagh'. -\t one time it
rvas chuserl bl a \lagpiir anri fles'low lihe a.la1'lGarrzlzs), lrom
lree [o trec rvitlrout going ftr. I fourrrl it onl-rr in those gardens
rvith substirDtialll ta)l lrees. On lhe l9 ,\llril I sir\\'a lrair', irgrin
in tn orcha|d, just outside \Iosul. .\ Maglric's nest in the orchard
had tu.o kinds of eggs. One more ilird \vas seen at Barzan. VosJler

'"vlitt's thal he sarv ont, in the Rorvanduz al'0ir in.Iul]'which was
leluclart to fl]', from ir trt'e. It had tht, base of the bill srvollen
irnd he rvas -rure it harl not long lleen fledge(i. It s'ould appear to
bt: a surnnrer visitol lo Iiurdistan anrl proh;rbll lrleerls there in
srnall numbels.

I

I

1
\
\
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Order STRIGIF0RMES

tamlly STRIGIDAE

158. B.\RN O\VL.
'1'yto ulba (Scopoli .

'LiJ ir, - \6^

Five recorris frorn Cerrtlirl liitrl: Birghclarl (17 Jul\', 19,\ugusl,
1l), \Iarlhatil"ah (21 October.15. l,\tll, Ilai rretl Kut (.1 N,ta)' 43),
iutrl l ourtg birds in the glounds of the British Embirssl' (6 July
/ri-r, PN{)) : and a solitat.v rccortl lrorn Kurdislan (-\r1ra 1{ April
-ii). Ori'ls are rot poliulal s'ith.\r'irbs rrrrd theil crlls should not
bc hearrl by young r:hilclren. 'fo oltviattr this, the trilrcsmel nctr
llai beuI petrol tins near a hou-sc wllorl an orvl is calling. The
folrrrer rrri,:e nrr doubt is I-ri:rrcficiiLl.

lir9. SC( ) l)S O\\'L.
Ol us scop.\ (L).

North. :] l'ccor(is,

eiJ - \ol

Thr ltll Iikc rall of lhis Ou-l rvas filst hr,;rld florn thc tcrls
of \[ul]irh ,\luslafa irt llalzirn on ?5 Alrril 45. In thc tense tlibal
tnri political situation at the time, the sound of this call, rvhich
\\'irs ne\y to rrre, beginning at drrsk florn thr lallel opposite, in
this Iernotc arcit, was particularl-v exciting. It rvas heard irgain
orr 16 -\ugust 4; at []hoarta.

Thr: Sti'iated Scops O\\,1 (Ottrt hrttt:ti) rvirs rrot rret lith irI
Ilaghdarl. Rostell rocolds irrr ou,l softh calling ';roo, lloo, poo'
at Baghdad on 14 Aplil !4. It callcd at the late of ?8 per rninute
irrrrl corrtinucd u'ithuuI a brcirk fol t] nirrutes lill it rvas disturberl
lrl rr lrirssirrr crrr'. Thr nciur,st (l(,scliftiorr to this is the call of
'l'orgrrrirlrrt's l'twl (.1r,!/d.iu.l f rtnrreu.:t l'ltich iht' handbook
(\Vithcllrv) r'efurs ttr as a rilre vaglanI to ,\sit nrittor, hut itt
rr'in tet.

l(io. E-\GLE OWL. ir1 . r;.,;:-, ) .JLJ i., - \1.
B uho bulto (Lt .

\\'illirrrnsorr sir\\' l\\'() on i Jrrrrttlr'.'rl, on ilrr, Iiltttzit'tilct itr ir

stcel) si(lo(l s'arii rvhiclt lere chitsecl l))'a Petcgline F lcon (Fa1ro

B
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l'rcgri u\) itlio;t cler'1, (lilcli lir lllt uitll 0f a lrtltncit s'adi Ott

l? Jalluirr-\'.15 lte flusht'tl two Ir,,rrr sottttr laLge l']ul)hliltcs [)olrlal':
irt the tttotttlt of a. rv;ttli leittlltr; itttci llre Grcal Zall allove Eski

liele k.

I6t. LITTLE OWL.

Alhene noclua (Scopoli).

O&8.5records.

;Jd- a., - \1\

It i: -rul'l)r'isirlg It0\' ft'rv t|coltl: lllt't't'iil't l,,t' tllt (l ,\ S aLeit-

I -ras it lrvicr', lrtts'r'r'tt []agltrlitil Ilrrir]riLrtirirll oII I l)e(lelllbll
il, \\lrrrlte lt\(l tL'r',,iris sctlritl lrl 1" \litr 'ii. ;rtlrl on lj -\la] lrt't
rtrerr llirghrla,l Stttttitika. Nrrt ilt rrf Iiirshrlari. t'\C recol'ds it
frortr tltt: -\giu' (Jttf ttt'itr llagllrlrrrl ri'i ortol)el' ;ttttl llrr.rvcll :;lu'
()llc lr(,ill Yuslrli\al1 r]i -\r'r-etttlrtt i-i. llrt'.t' :( ilt)t\ lcri)rrls sllg
{cst tlrilt it is r,,i a: ir'(',ltlc11l ii: it Na. rlttIitr{ tllr: l!)li-13 \rilr'.
'vide 'l'ilehulsl ll)'lf .

North, ll lct ,,r'r l..
\\' \\'W \V \\: \\I

I : :t i i ti i 8 lJ l0 ll l:
South r-rf \losul ii i:. r(,('()r(lf(i frotrt .lebtl llitttttitt. itttrl iitt'

\\'irrli (.)rtssalr illit\-.i1i, frrrtt \lr)sll], llir,lit,l -stl lllttl atrrl No\.etlt-
llrlr, flottt Sr:rirrtirditL. r,ni,ol i St'l,terttitlt ii. itlttt th,' (irrtttel Stt

\or-rrrlrr,r i'r :e\-rIirl frorrt I'lski Kclr:k Der'r,rttbeI ii. s'httI
\\'illiaurs,rrr olrlirirrcd orrr,: fLour rrurL I)oltuk i-i orr 8 -\1rril lrir, anrl
tlte lrrius at,\slrul l1;.\l)ril,. \\'illiarrsrrrr r,-,tolrls it florrr Shirrnirf
lFel)luar)' iir irrrd rrIrrtiors 1lrr1 ii ir frt,ru(,rrtlr -;een irr trrlt,r'
rvirert .ltirotirrq rrtttl or lrtitlgt,: irrrrl lttllclts irr the ll,,sLtl itle;r.
Voslx,r' reporls iI as (0rurttor fr0tr l',o$'illirluz Sirir,ll;rrrrLh irr
.lLrlr .\usu.1. lt is r,r'irltntlr rrro|e iIr, ILrent lr lhr \rItlr.

l(il. 'f ,\ \\/NY owIJ.
.\lrit (tltt.t) L,

4J.- i., - \1r

Ilitcltrtett sit\\'arr o\\'l th;rl Irt,t,onsirlr,r'trl 1rr lrc of this sl,ecies
iu ihick tamulisk neal llosul r)u lo Jatluir'\- {:1.
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163. l,ONG,E.\ t i]l O\\rL.

.ltio r.ttus (L) .

,u3l i., - \.1Y

Wiliarlsol flusllcd c:(l in olcs irrrri tu,os frorrr it sllilll clutnp
of liulrltratls lrolrlals arrrl brirnrlrles irl Slrintrirf orr [he Glcat Zab
al)ore )Iorul orr 9 l,'eblrrar'1 .lir. They hirrl rrrri brt,n found thcte
bt'fole arrtl werr no doul)t nligrants.

1(i 1. S uOli't'-Ll,\tiuD 0\\'t.
.l tio lluuutteus (l,ontoppidan).

G & S. .-r lrcolris.

't-r ii,, - \'1!

Six rvirttel recolds frlrr Birghrlirrl ilreir an(l rrnl florn l(rrt
ilo No\,enrl)ef 'rirt. .\l)ilrt f(rrn occirsiorrirl slt0otirrg txperiiti,,rrs,
ltitcl rr'irtchiu5l ()utings \\'erc usrrallr' in rrolc olrorl glonnrl than
tltis birrl lrlefers. It is of irrteresl thirt thele irLe lo lerorrls floln
thc ^r-olth to-hirnd. Orre obtaincrl near' ,\zizir ah in [,'ebruar'1', a

1ia)e forDr, rvirs lttelralerl irs a skin, irnd resls in the \,luseum of
llrt. l rl irl Oollr:gc of llrrliciirc at Baghdad.

\
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0rder C A P R I M U L G I f 0 R M E S

tamilY CAPRIMULGIDAE

Itj5. NIGII'IJAR. J- , lr u,tr - \10

l l ltinLulous europteus I'.

C & S.3 records.
B
l) fJ I 10 11 ll

KK
67

One on 4 Mav 42 at Baghdad, one on 3l August Kut and one

l)etu'een Kut - Jassan on 2l October 43, a late date. A female
specimen cau6ht at Kut in a club garden had the Wing 196 and
T&rsus 18.

North.

.\ rrt.l tlirs fotrrrri rrrr tLrr ealllry lr,rlgl of r,rrli itl Si,r'itmirrlia
rritir orr, {,g( otl l:).lttl\ i:}. 'l'llr ir'tllitl( l}lr'(l sllo\\'(il },I l,II0ItIL, il
ir.jurl feigriirg. It lratclrr:d lhe r('\t rlir\'. Ilttcktl iLtttl Iloslcll .

Isitn'Lrrt,irt liirkLtk ol li SL'lrtt'rrLl-rll i'r.

r{ ;(i. t.t(i)-t,1't.\\ \ I (it lt"t.\ n. JJ-ll j.Il r,t - \'11

C aprimul yus ae g Ap lius Lichtenstein.

This is more common than l,he European species and driving
in the desert at night between Kut - Baghdad, it is lrequently
lrut up into the headlights when crouching in the road. It has
favourite haunts, especially where the land is salty. Specimens
were obt&ined. Maclaren saw ltarties of c20 in June Lnd September
43 at Hindiyah. Vosper records one only from Qaiyalah on 18
May 43.



l(;;. s\\,t I,'T.

. t2zz r sp.

C & S. :l t'ecor.ds.

l2i
.irt* . r5rt litL.i - l1V

prt'obirlrl.r, r yr.; lL).

K
Nrruc of tlrt Srvifts thal u'e sas, lookcd arrl'tlring other tharr

rrlrttr, lairtlt irort 'nu'lbu anLl olfinis) and it did not occur to me
that irrry of thcrn could havt been pallidu:. follou'ing 'Iicehurst
tt'c tcloLrl lherl unritr'.l7rta .1r., since no slrecirnens wele obtained.

li'itst scen at Ilirghclail ol i .\1tlil .ii Nherr Btisr,vell saw c45
goin51 Nolth, rvhile on 1(i -\1rril two I'tre flving hard into a slron6l
S. rvirrtl. I fa\\' od(l bir(ls on :: irntl lit Alrril lr! anrl Gent lecords
tlti,ttt in \1ar, rrhilt, l'NC lt'colrls tlrt,nr lrets't,t,n ltt30 Jurrc, al
Jrtl.v locords.

AL KuL thsl wcle secn rrriglating o\ier crolrs arrd ofl.cn in the
rlcserl tteirr Hiri lletwcrlr 9-?i llar' tr11, paItics of lir, c30, ,1, ? and
l? hcirrg lr,colrlcd: u'hilt, irr 44 filst sccn on ? \Irrr. on Kut
llaghrlarl rlt,seLt Ioirrl (i . 'l'herc ar'r, illrtumrr rtigItrtion recolds front
Iiut. \\rilliarnsorr LecoLrls il L'olorl of St'ilts rositlcnt in Strick's
buildiog ilrrring thr rvinter betrveen 'r Noverrrbcr 16 February.
These rnal-rvell have l:t tn pdliltt*. \Taclirlen sa\ :l of a -ql)ccies
,'l Su rIt irt Zub;rir' ,,rr i Mar /r3.

North. 18 r'rcorrls.

ww\v \vw
MIL 5G78I10 t1 '12

--1. apu; mitv lxr residerrl in l(urrlistar, but it is certainly a

l)asstge uriSIani, large 1raIiics bcing seen at times, u'hile ovcr
the nountains a ftl\\' travel *ith nrigrating Alpine Su,ifts (.1.

telbq .No Ss.ifts s-ele seen in 19tr2 in [) Kurdistan (Penjrvin or'

Choarlal lrv lltr, bul \{aclarer sa\\' a vety rlark race over the river
irt Penirvir on ?2 .\uFltst .'r:l orrl\'. The]' we)e pt'esent in small
numbe|s in and around \{osrrl in earl1' N{ay 44, though none were
soen irt Zitkho rttit at .\mrrrlia, ,\t Ilrbil a largc rIuIIll)el wcr'(l
lilclirrg lourril llre citadt,l ittt,l r lcrv \Yel'c sc0rr s-ith.4. rllclDa at
ShiLqlau'alr. On I AugLrst 4:1, Yi)spel sa\v a large flock in this
localitr griing South. .\t Selarrttcliii in 19113 Ilosrvell saw some, \vith

BB B B
12345678510tlt2
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100. INDIAN S\VIIT. Jr:, ..!rLi - \1r
.L?us (llillis.

lrroltaltll grlilrjtttit 1.\rrtirtorit.

Srrrall sholt-ttiled Srvifts rvith vuJritr chins irrrl conspieuous
rvltitc lttrrrps \vrr1r secn {nr (-}ala Tel)e (411? lt.' neiu' Zakho on 8
\1a.1' 4.1. Vospel also sau'srnall -srvifts rrith l'hite lumps in the
liorvanrluz - Sharllirrva tlea on high gr'ound in,\ugu,st 43. They
irrc rvideutly not corlnlon.

L
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170. I 'I EI] KINGFISHIiIi.

Ceryle r. rudis (L) .

C & S. 37 reoords.

Ordcr C0RACIIF0RMES
tamily AtCEDINIDAE

C+l :rt -" - \v'

B
t:
t(

BBB
3456789
KK KK

BB
10 1t t:
IiK K

It is suspected that there are local movements of birds ac-

cording to season and the height of rivers; end &lso their distribu-
tion is limited by habitat requirements. Thus at Kut they are no1
particularly common, though a few are usually flshing near the
Gharral regulator, but going south on the Tigris towards Amara
they become very common, whele a sufficient height of bank
occurs, for example on the Buteira canal. At Kut the birds re-
appeared on 27 September 45 after a period of absence. Unlike the
White-breasted Kingfisher (H. sntgrnensisl they el'e not lound
ruway from water'. A nest at Baghdad had one young ()n l1r July
42. Recorded outside Daghdad from Deltawah (Khalis) (Novem-
ber - December), Shammiyah (October), Diwaniyah (October),
Suweira (December), AIi Sharji (November), Khamisiyah (Decem-
ber), Hindiyah (April).

The call is a twittering'tsitertsittertsitter', and when uttered
frorn a perch, the. tail is raised. Noted clinging to bulrushes on
pools near Baghdad, whele they seemed to scare other birds off.
In flshing they soar up, the beak and head go down, they may
hover and then dive down. One hovering, on one occasion des-
cended into a tree to perch. They are fond of settling on shoals
and spits in the rivers, but do not r.rften fl1' over extensive water.
One which was flying across the Tigris at its widest at Kut
resembled e Cool (Fulica) in flight.

This is again a species which would repay individual study.

North. 19 records.

wwwww w w w
133456?8910tl 12

EE
In Western Kurdistan this species is met with up the Tigris

I
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from the Jebel Ilarrrrin to l.)ili.riirii arrd to Mosul. North of this
it octrtts orr ntost of tlle stlciulls of tht, \lrrstrl lrlairt, .ueir as thc
lihosar, Barltrl Su, Khirzil lliver, GorrreI Su, ]lubar l)ohuk and
orr the lihuboul at Zuklro. l[ occuls oll the (;leal Zab up to !]ski
Kelek. The uppr:r' r'eaches were little visited, but it rvas certainly
lot seeo tt Iiiri on Llris lilcr \.Ii, oI Aruadia. lri other u-ot'ds
il reaches tlre outlyirrg ridgo oi thc rnountairrs. To the l,lust iI rvrs
ttoI r'ecordcrl fl'olr lhe llotviurduz unrl Sharllirs'alr legirrns, but it
oecurs at hirkuk and SuieiruaniliL arrri lorvland vallels Lrulond.
\taeialen fr,rrrrrd it at l'enjl'ir il ,\ugust Septerrrber'. I did noL
soc it thcre but lound it lorver dou,rr on the strne stl eanr rt Choarta,
'lllesc irle lernotc tributtiries ol tlre Littlc Zab, and it las srrn orr
this livcl ol ,\ltoo Keupri. 'l'he rivrr' liassing through Kitkuk is
unplorrrisirig ir),\ugust aurl it s'us sutl.uising to flrtti it thelc.
\luch further south, it u'as lot found ort the swiit running
Iiunjarrr Charn, a brorrd, shalkrt' rvatelcourse cast oi Bcdralt,
(cf. Ticehulst lti. Iourrd iu the stleunrs itr the hills cast of AIi
[iharbi).

17i. IiINGFISHER.

.ll.eda oltltis \L).

C & S. 10 r'ecords.

Jir Jitl irL.- - \v\

BB B
I0 11 1:

I rrevel sarv otte itt Birghdad. Our leci-rrds leler to Deltau'u
(lihalis) 40 rrrilcs to the Nolth of Baghdad. l)NC horvever has
lccolds flr,rrrt 28 .\ugust l(i Sol)tcrrlber .iit at Baghdad. Ilaclat'eIt
orrly siLw tlrem at Hirrdiyth aftt'r ?8 ,\pril, arrtl rotts they al'e

slralse. I sir\v onc at l,'ao oll l(l NoYt'lllller ii, iIr thc Palm belt.
'l'hel'e lI'e rlo rirrgs ol it spt t'itdinfi trntl no otttt fr.rurrd it ltlecdillg. I
suw IIoIlc at liul. Thtre illr' odll recr)r(ls frrttn ilitsrall.

North. 13 l ecords.
w \\' \v w

123 4 il 678910r1 1?

EII
,\ fol'llt occurs on stlealtts in the Perljs-in district in rvhich

ttre wings contrast darkly with the pale blue rump. Considering

the number of fish in thesc ,strlrrms, il is sur'Prising that it or

BB
123156780

i
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othur KinSfishers ale noI ntole irl)ttn(litnt. A]so si't'n irt Choarta.
'lo 1he \\'esl it rvas tr0terl as ltt',1Lretlt itt tht l',oNitlttluz art'tr ltr
\hslrel rtt the entl of .lul1', arrrl \Yils setlt llr' Boss'ell /19'rlll alld n)t

1914) on the Glt'irt Zab ittIiitirttitr S.Ialllildia in,\ugust. on the
Gorrel Su it rvas st,crr at Khertttis /1? octohetr, ilnd itt ils jul)ctir)n
rvillr thr.Hirzil liivel li).\-oyL,rrl)er attd !3 Noyetttllet lr4). One othlt'
reco|d fl.orr thr llagei|a 8olg. r1? \r)\r'llll)r't r:ontlrlelt. ttrr
oLsctvations. \laclaren notes il as sl)tttso {rtt the Ti!.ri-: ltitrks'ttters.
SpIing and breerlillg reco|ds rroulrl bt rvelcolltt'. I (eftailtl\ nerrl'
Sa\\. or)t fronl Dleeutltel llirl , l_rut long r.esirlelct alorre is likt,ll
to enal)le aI ade(luatc lrictulc oI distIibulion lrr liL, ltttilt u1r.

1t'l \\'ll I I'l'l-l:illli,\ S'f lll) KI\(llf lSlllll'i
,lelr . J.r-lt Jyl JL!- - \vl

Htltyon.:, smurtte nsis (1,\,

C & S. 35 records.
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To the l.)nglish obserrer', this bild, tfter thc first shock of
nrerting rvith it, comes to lre legat'ded irs one of th(' c(rntmon

lrJrrce feirturts of Date-Galdeus, arrd no doubt rtanl rei'rl'ds rvelt,
nrit put tlou'n bv us. In Baghdad it is recoltled frorrr Juh - Alnil
irflcr rvhich month it is not so rnuclt il evirlencc. Il bt'r,,.tls iri
Ilirghilirrl as I)NO lelrorts ol rtine, in ,,tte lrrcitlitv ort lir.[ulr', thiLt
onc vas feeding young. At Kut it a;rlrealt,d in thc Slrling flonr
21r Febluarl to 28 ,\pril, anrl s'as rrrrt irgtrin lectrldtrl rrntii 'll
Nolember at L-rrrnr -{l Binni on 1941-r. Ilacltlen leportr that rrt

Hindi-vah it is itl)un(lant in the marshes and in the floodcd rvillo\'
brrrkes. -{ lrail ort ? }Ial hrgan to txcavrrte a hole. Thev rvere

lrresent throughout the sunuler', so it is likelv that thev l)ree(i. PNO
reports it fronr Khan \laharvil near' \Iuselil) 16 -\plil 45 , \lac-
lalen sarv one north of Sanrawir {li Fclirui['v) and I noted it
at Dirvaniyah (9 October'4:1. Driying florrr Qurna - Baslah /9
November) foul NeIe seen. I havt, no l'ecords fot. the Bedrah
Zolbatil'a date gardens. lt rx'curs north of Raghdird al Deltarvirh
(Khalis). \Villiamson notes it as f omnorr in the creeks betrveerr
Ashar - Marqil, but not in the lihirrrrisir ah rnar.shes (f)ecember.
45). It occurs in the palnr-belt at Firo. /\olember' lirr.

It perches on trees, shelterirrg in lralrns in lhe heat of the
clal', and also on the tolrs ol flag ltolcs anrl l'irelr,ss rrrrsts frorl

B B BB B B B
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\vhich it calls (\\'illitursrrn,. ln tlrr Olal' pit grurls itl Ilaghdari
\\'c lrtyc srr,l it tlirrging to lcrrls. ltr fligltl lltt ltlotll siurrrI,r' u rrrgs
sllow a distal white pirtrh, rrrrrl it Ilits rluitt,direr:tl1-\\,ith sholt
sltarlr hoists, ir 'Lollolring llight' irs \Villirrlrsorr rlesrlibcs it.

-\l)lrirrrntl) it rlrrt,s rrot csfhr\\' flsll, as l'-\C lt,r'trtcis orrc trt
Iirtghtlrrrl srvulLrrvirtg a fisir irlrlost its latBt as it-ceif. Il is a r,,isr
biltl. u'ith il raucous strlrl)ping or' lrunrping call clluk rrhuk-
chukk(rruk etc.', IIl !Iaicll fIortt rlerrsrr foliirgrr it 1rIodu(erl a high
pitrhrrl lalrid drsci,rrrlirrg crrli, like ir girrll IraLlrlt,r': s lrirh I rlirl
rrot a:.so|iirte \\,ith tlle bird utltil it wirs serr] itr thc a(il. 'l'ltis
rlr,t'L,nrlirtg cirll l'irs irlso ht,irrri at Iiut. i:8 Alrrili. \\'illialltson
ilescriires irrte|e.tirrg rlisprlar flights. In \ll1' arrd early Jurro one
-,serl lrr gire rlisplrrv fliglrts ollt of the rlrrte gardt,ns lrehilri our
hruse in the rarll nrol lrinFs. lle woulal go krllopirrg up to about
1i)0:(l(, fr. 5creiuning lrrurllr the whilo, ilr)ii lhen cornt, (lown il
a sieel) irn(l faill\.tight slrital llt,lo\{ the lt'vol rrf the lralm-to1rs,
irnd then rlo it agirin". (llirsrah).

North. 8 r'ecords.

\\: ww
t.:.1 rri)r) i 89t0tl

tl E

In Kurrlislan tlre ferv lecolds all colne fiom livels. \[aclaren
sil\v tlrr,rtt at l)eIljwi]l itrrtl irt Srrlt irtrtrti\'ir irr ,\uilust Selrternlrer'
'r:1, bul the ['rnjwi[ birds rrliLy lral r bet,n [riglants as roDc w&s
r,,,rr) irr 19.1f al tlre siuIr tirnt, of 1r,ar'. (ial]t Ictor(is onc flrirrr ]Iosul
(?8 Al)r'il lril): I sarv it orr the hhabur at Zakho (9 XIa\' 44). It
rvils tepolted from tht, (;l'eirt Zlll rrt l,lski lielek (l:l I{a\',29 Decerr-
irtt ard 1 I l'cbrualv ) . Voslret notes it as urtcommon in the
Sharllawah - Rou'arrduz ill'Lrir Irorn tho end oI Jull -- August 9th,
furil I saw olrr, thele otr lhe Brtstttlir (lhtti on 2/r r\1tril /rir.

Tlre lecorrls ale insuflicirnt 1o rllorv of geneltlizatiort on its
status, but it is not a corttrtrou biLtl. 'fhe lecottls ilI'e of intel'est
irr indicrtirrg [hirt it carr ]rc founri fitl ft'ttttt date-gardens. A narnc
hcatd fot' il irl Iiul was ''f]ur' .\l J,'br'1', the ll()rtntain l)ilri.

w
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173. B titFl-EA1',tltt.

Merops apiaster L,

C & S, ?5 recurds.

Family MER0PIDAE
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At Baghdad the)' were flecluenl b1'' 18.\plil i2 and still a

few on tl llay. At Kut it flrst aplrealed on-i -{pril {::}, and on 19

Nlarch 44, an(l was last seen on t0 \la) 13. .\uturln (late of :9
Septenrber ,1: tt Ilaghdad, betrveen [iillah - liifl orr 2l Selttembel'
ii, an(l iast t'ecotd at Xut on :'!1 Ot'tober lr?. Ilirds ittc usuall.r
first heard in the early molning oI at cyc sailirg r'ouDd the tou'Its
such as Kut, utteling their lippling call. That of r././it\1rr is lower'

lritched and nr{)re lrul)llling llliur tllitl rf .ll . 'trptrcilio\?./\, \\'ith
rvhich it iilslr migrate(1. On 1i .\plil :ri in the Ilor ning flight ilt
0(il5 at I(ut it Nas noted that thet'r \\'el'e lltor'(' apiusler lhitn
;rtptrciliottts but rvithin a s'etk lht \ttl)t'rtilit)\tt; \\'t're in tlte
asccndonce. \\'ith the trvo Ree-Eatels alr: often it fts' Lesser Kest-
ttla t.F. ttuuttltrtttrr . Thcl ale chtrirt'tcrislir'of tlle l'ushl'i-ku fo()t
hills irr raIl.v April, anri r1rignrte, Iroliirlrl)'. on ir brr)a(l front,
though thel must keep in rango of clops fol insett ftlorl. It is

lxrssible that the)' are pliled \\'hen rttiglathg, brrt this I'equirts
further obselvation. \Itclarcn noted srnall trarties fl)'ing ut)sttean
ut Ilindiyah on G --\llril 13 anLl: \lrr\ {3, \\'illl lriltls letulnirrg
in early Setrtember.

North. 32 records.
EE

12345678910 lt 12ww www
Apiaster b the dominant Bee-Erter of the hills and on a drive

lrom Suleimaniya to Penjwin in late AuSust the Persian Bee-
eater (M. supercil.iosus) is replaced by M. opiaster when one gets
into the mountains proper (over 3000 ft.). At that time they are
fond of soaring in parties around the summits of hills of e7000 ft.
often in company with Hirundines and Swifts (dpzs). They also
circle over scrub-oak Iorest. When Maclaren returned from Penjwin
on 7 September 43 he found them spread all over the foothills
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irn(l lo\\'eI Iand as firl as Iiirkuli, ovulirlilrirrg \\'itll .11. 'ir1l/'r-

Tltloughout all tlre \{osul irrca oI Kuldistim the.v l'ele rvide-
slrlea(l in \Iay /r4. \\'helhcr the! ltleed of not caI)nrit br sititl, but
it rvouLl be surlrlisirg if thel rlid not. Irlorrr areas south of the
liuldish tttounlains l'ecorrls rrtal' r'efel to lrilssage nriglarrts. [,'locks
\\-elc going rroltlt aI Sarrrirrlth or] i, -\1il\ 'rlr. -\lso al this time irr
the hills bett'een Shrrtrlat trIosul 1al Wudi (.)assalr anrl \\:utii
.lchnarrl tlrel' Irarl relrltrcerl lhe tuperciliostrs, none of whioh in
NIay rvere seen Nol'th of thr: Jebcl Hantrin, though thev r)ccul at
olher titttes. \rosl)eI sir\' a f|\, ht,trYt,i,r't \'[usnl liJtil /13 May)
s'hert' the roarl crosses the lolling lrlitirr thtv ryr,r'c t,xclusilelv
rtpirt;tcr, as ilt ltlski Kelek. Florrt Er'bil to Iiilkrrk all, at this tirne,
\\'erc /tlin.\ler. Bt,trvet,u Kir'liuk Tirza Iihulrrrirtli rro llee-eatels
Nere seen (16 \lrr1 y irnrl south of Tazlt, otth \ ial.rl i//1/ . r/ \, \\'l)crc
llrele rvts rviLter'. Bosx'ell sa\\' th(,rr bctu'ern -\nrrditr ]Iosul on
:lll Jul)', artd frol}r thr e (l of Jirl) 1),\ugust,Vtrslrel fourd tht:rtr
rLbundant arrd rvith 1oun6J lrilrls accorrrpirlvirpJ tlrern irr tht
Iiou'antluz rlistlirt. Ilosrvell. lrorvt,r,u, docs rrot rlrntiol ltrlrl flrrr-n
Ser;rnlailia irr Juh. I,'r'orn 16 -\rrgust 12 Sel)to[ll)er' 'r4 lhe], wel'e
llerlucnt ovcl scrub oak anrl lreaks al Seramir{liir, famil.v parlies
trnding to coalesce in the first rvceli in Sr'ptember. On !? Selrtem-
ber 44 both apiasler and .sttpcrcilioltrs \\'el o serll ai llski li.,lelr
orr thc 1r1ail, anri llre lirst re(()r'd \\'iIs orI 1: Orli,l)r,f ii rrt Sheiklt
',\tli. Bilds leirp1reiu'erl or lt) .\1rril lrir irl Ire leve] of lhr, \lr-cul
lrlain, arrd ucrc irt Ilalzirrr in tlrr Irills orr li ,\1rlil iir.

r ii. l,uttsl-\N t l D r,t- r,tA'f lrH. *ji yt , !r..rtt JlrJ, - \Vt

Merops superciliosus.
(probably persiczs Pallas),

C & S. 1rP records.
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The commonost sumtler lesitlent of 'Irar1. Our first (lates are:

l1 ,\1u'il 43 {Kut), 27 \{at c}t 4./r t(11{). G ,\1rlil 15 /BD. I}oss'ell),
li,\plil :rll (Qai1'arir neirr'\losul). The first flocks rlalll'for short

lreliods and then pass {)n. On nrigralion thcl- iissociate rvith -lI.
tpi(.\t"r and ofterr rvith thetn at't, Lessct lieslrels. ',Frrlco ttountotL-
nl). These conrposite tlocks, Ilight, rvhcn the; itt rir e t)vcl towns such
ts Kut. in the manncl ol Swifts (.1/2,', irt rvtnirtg, itnrl 1r|tltlrgrs fot'

RI}B
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the same leasons. The r)ext molning thel rvill again be ciltling
rounrl the tos.n. iLnd then lrerhalrs lrir,is on. One flock of r'3i rvhich
i[]rl'earcd ai littt or l6 -\1r'il rrl'] l)elfolnre(l no oYolutions btrt Nent
straight in at 4lll) ft. tou'a|ds tht' rvoorl and fnl111 glovs-.r. OD the
othtr hirrrd l)ir(ls vole hcilld rir( ling ()n l: Ociol)er lil trvo hours
aftcr suntlos'n, though tho rrtay have bcert lritusing on rtriglirtion.
I confir'rn tlreir nrigration lt night. Lirt'ge nuurht,rs s'ele hearr] over
liul otr the nigltl of 1?,\1r'il :r:1. Tltr,frrllr,\-irs;rir.sir3r, ftottt tttr-

notes dL,sclilles rnl first met,ting \yith llreje bilrls trri 18 .\IIi1 \'ith
Boss'ell, at Baghdad. "The most conslricurrus frirtlue \\'as the
universirl presence of l]ee-llaters. I had heirld a rolling, rvhistiing
calt floru bilds flving overhead mlnl' dirvs ;rreliousll . lrut ltad r.tot

htd lhe olrportunitl to identif)'them. On some st,rti-rleselt on the
green outskirts of .\lrvi1'ah I fir'st rllt lhere gal' c)'oatulcs. \'o11r)an-
ing dou'n rvith rvings archerl as iL cross-l)o\\'arrrl s-ilh thin clrlr'al
tirilfeathers, onr filst strrv tltc cinnrtrrton un(itr' \\,i[gs. Tl]e] set-
tlcd hele and there, odd bilds on lhe glound, glittt,ring s'itlr
blilliant green and blue. At other timcs the)'l)elch on telegraph
wires irr small groups, eirch bird separated from thc other lrl a

short distirnce: Ilso on Euca].rptus t|et,s, and thel seem unique
in being as hai)lll'on the glound a-q on a perch. In the elening
birrls u'ert, colircling arr.l fli'ing itcrrrss, sotnetintts singlr'. slrrte-
tirnes in l)arties, flying in no sllict firrrnirtion unrl liecpirrx ulr
lepeated triilings't-r'-r'-r-p'.

Short shalp rving beats al'e follo\r'ed bv glides, but not s'ith
lhe regularit,v of the Starling lSlutti]t' . Thel rrirr bc frrurrd irt tll
tirnes oI the dirl rvith alrlost anr-t1'gx,s of birrl. I hirre scon them
.rluatting on sirndbanks in thr Tigri-q ltesidt, Tt'rns irnri a I'urple
llentn (,lnlet l)utliutt(). On this l)alticulrlr t,'r'rning it l'iis eli,lent
rovererl sorlc /rll-:)(l calling noisill in a trte. Hele I rvas astorrished
tlrat u, roosting tttovenlent u'as in litogtess rtlrd Ne eventuallY dis-
to st,e thertt l)i,r'( h0(l nlainlt' in yrairs, the llal'tners sitting sidc bl
si(ic rr-s closely irs in the custorlar'\'illustlations of lor-e birds!".

Ilos\\'ell recor'(lr. tht,nr collulirting on tt,legla;rh s'iles lg Nfav 47).
As to their food, $'e sLr\\'ore }liId l)el'ched in a tarnarisk derouring
herrd first, after beatinF it on a bough, a lirrge Dragonflv. -\nother
was seen sinilarh rnallleating one of the ltrge Illap-s beetles.
'lhe appeelancc of the Bee-Eirtcrs in 'h'ar1 is greeted u'ith mingled
arlmiration and despair', since thev are the heralds of hot rl.eather.

Thc interesting {cature in the distlibution of this species is
rhe questior of their over'lap as brceding birds rrith lll. apiaster,
rund this point is in patt discrrssorl rrndt:r thal species. The habitat

L
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of this species cornpri-\es nrost t.vlres of ground seeu irr thc 'Irarli
lrlain and thoy arr ono oI tlre fes' ltii.ds altlt, lo rnirkt, trtrrlh of tltr-,
It;rre rrtud rlt'selt, shirring s-ith othel itir.tls thc lrtefer.t,rrcc for.
strttling ort siili,y grounrl or l)ittclrrs orr r.oads. i,rullkhir). Thilse
pirtches ale usrralll dat'ker. irrrcl ltoisttr., but irr l_rar.c strrtttlhes of
rleserl thev iue otrh-founrl near. sollt(t Niltet.. I riotiit,rl this un
tlte Baghdixi trlosul anrl l]tghtlari - liilkuk r.oads irrril in tlre
(llrsort Eirst of Hiri. hr the liiltel lcgiorr aftel riding ull riay arrrl
sceing none it u'as intelestilg to find a colonr- irrourrrl a srnilll
hillock. When thr,v allive, the1, alc fond of greel clolr-s, tr rvheat
Ilekl in Baghdatl (:3 Allil 42) lravilrg bilris per.cherl on everv
available stem, their greerr c(,louI b)ending lrcrfectlr' ,,vith the
crrrrr, Flocks settling in tht, cvcnirrg rvele noticecl to olicntate so
as lo face ih0 sur. \\Iht,rr rlisturlrt,rl such llor'ks risI shrrr'1rlY artll
ttrrrr,

Lrrte dittcs alr':? October l:l (Iiut), l.i Octobo'rri llltghrlrid P\lll,
:; October' 4:1, 6 south ,rf Ilillah (Geut), a[d Bosx-el] siLw three
lirte s[r'agglels south of Yusufiyah on 21r Noverlbet' 1r4. As legards
irriglation rlates I should sar- thirt at Iirrt at arrl r'atc it rviLs exccp-
tional to s()o therr in nurrrirels beiore the first \\.eek of,\1rlil, lrut
olhcrrvise oul recolds agree \\rilh Ticehulst's surrr)rar\' (192:).

Abundant bi'r,eding sites wele notecl in hurnrrocks irnrl in
tlre earthwolks of the Nahru,an lanciert canals) helrvcerr 'l'aji-
I'lashuhidr, rvlriclr alo l)r'rsunrabll' arno g those rcfe|rrd trr hr'
Tict,hurst as )f ing btts'er,n l3irghdad - Sirnrirllrh. l)r*C gives iltr,r'-
estirrg detirils of cololies un the Fcllujalr x)ir(I. Ir) olc crnbank-
rnent on the roadside the)'c were 1?5 nesting tnnrels in 50 )ds.,
t'hile in anothcr alea of 60x:i "rds., 611 holes rvele courrted. One
nest excavated, had thlee eggs irnd a naked fledgling about three
d&ys old on:l June 45.

North. ti l'ecords.
Dll
8910 lt {2

Ir the North thev tail out rvht'n thc plains t'cach the rtoun-
tirins ptopcr. On a ttip north in earlv N{itv fronr RD. }fosul
tlrc\. \'ele found rvhele thr:re rvas rnoistur'(, ttli to tlte Jeltel Hant-
f in, atter rvhich, Lsl\l- nonr in thc'figris vallev 1o \Iosul, nor
irI Zakho and Dohuk, and none throughout Kurdistan between
7'i5 \Iay. On the othe| hand lhir first rtrcot tl uf l9-i:) \\'as irl l-)airara
on l5 Aplil, and \rosper' r'cl)orl: [hom as alittndanl, irttrl nesting
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between the hills and river though never more than three miles
from the riyer at Qaiyara (May - June 43). The itrea south of a

line from Mosul - Erbil was little explored and may be they
breed abundantly there. On the same road lo Mosul on 14 August
42 they were found u1-r to 25 miles south of Mosul and again in the
Khabul' valley to the West of Zakho, and at Fesh Khabur. In
August 44 a few were seen on the rolling ltlateau north of \losul
but not beyond the hills at Dohuk an(l between Kilkuk - Elbil
and at Eski Ketek they were present on 22 September 44. My last
date was a single bird north of Mosul on I October 41r. Under
apidsler il is remarked lh:dl superciliostt,r occurred up to :10(x ) ft.
in valleys. On a journey to Choarta in August 45 they s,ere
present at Kirkuk (1070 ft.), and from Kirkuk to Suleimirniya
(2750 ft.), but not beyond. On much the same journey to Penjrvin
in 1942 it rvas noted, that most seemed in dull or in juvenile
plumage. To examine another lringe of their distribution, !n lhe
Bedrah district N.E. of Kut on 13 Apl'il, they were seen between
Bedrah - Zorbatiyah but at Tel Ziliab on the frontier onlv
4?iaster were seet-

In conclusion, this is an admirable bird for individual studv:
it is abundant, conspicuous and affords problems both in hehaviour
and distribution.

Famity c0RACIIDAE

174. ROLLER.

Coracias garrulus L.

G & S. 36 records.

il.ri-1 - \vt

D&tes of arrivsl and last dates correspond u/ith those in the
papers by Ticehurst.

t0 April 42. Kut.
7 April 44. Kut.
t2 April 45. Baghdsd (PNC).
ll September 43. Suweire.
23 September 45. Baghdad.
t7 September 45. Kut.

cl5 u/ere seen in a small orchard (bustan) at Kut on tg April
{3. They rvere seen at the Wasit ruins near Hai, vsere numerous
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{t ,\girr (.luf , ar}d werc Lleeriing rrn the f'lalu'ir rr t'rrins a[ Sarnar-
l'ah. At Baghdad, birds a(rund the rlisuserl kilns, Lrc\.onil the llunrl
l)ools at Shrikh Ornar, r,r'elt, nrost irctivc in tho ear'lt' rnrrlning irt
six, rYhere tltel rvt.r'e ririr-irig rrff lloorietl CIows 'l ar1)tti (oron.),
arll fllirg lrrurrd, fli1rlrilg lhtil s'iniis, arrl t,iLrvirrg like nrirtul
Hrrrrlis i/'. fttttlileqtt;'. Orre rlirrte rrff tr tiLltr, lrislrrrr Ir.orrr irltortt
th,, lrorcll ol thc Ilirniirr l,tgirtirrrr. on l:l Junr lritr Iihitna(lin PNC
t'r:Lolrl. thetn Ilrirrg riorvrr lo snill) lll) glirsshrrlrpels- l,ike the
lit,r, l,lrrius t.llrrol') ihcJ farrrul telelrlronl rrilrs irs |elches.
\\'l)trl llrrl lrroli litlhel lilit liestrr:l' llt ltt) tintul(ultir,. llut thel
illsr) l)r.r(ll irr lory souL sulh irs tarrralisk. \Vherr pt,r'clred lhev
oflon lrolr theil tiLils. '['houglt lrerluenl.ll' seorr irr l)i[irs, il is pos-
silrle ihirl trales arlivr: fir'st, as flrrm 15-?0th ,\1rlii 4,i, onll'one
of r lririr', llrir:lr nesterl eler) J'eal irr a galder at Kut, had alliverl.
'flrcr' rvei t, rr,lrorterl flrrrn Shahtabarr, Ilintlifirh, Suu'eiltr, Redlah,
Zorlririivirlr, irnrl at'fel Ziliab and Iiirrr-i-sukltI orr the alid foo[hills
ol lht, l)tt.hl i-ku.

North, 3:l I ecot.(ls.
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Irr liulriistal the bilrl is s'ell distrilruted, beirtg cornmoncr

,,r llrl lollirrg l)latrlll thitn irt lhe ruoutttitiris ll)ol)r'r \rhere it
ri'r'urs in ihL, r'aller': aud up to:l{l/'0 f1. l}et\\'eelI \lostrl Santilrrah
iI is tortrrttrrrr, iln(l it o(]culs at N'losul. Zakho, I)ohuk, -AnliIdiil,
I)Lrli, Hciss, Slralirrrish, Sitsili{, Iiorvanrluz (iotgtr; irnd in the
Lir.t iLi l(iilirr!i, SLtlciutarrilir at Prlj\vin (rvhett' \laclaterr lepotis
it irs lrrt,r,riirg'. irttrl al 0ltoirlttr. It rvir-s first seen irl -slrtittg on l9
-\rrrij 'L.r ;rt \losul. il[(l \\Iilliirrrsott lp1rrt'is iI l)ajr cvideirtlY n('sting
irr rr torglotnetat{r cliil r)ver lht ll. liltosal ili llosul (}n :3.\pril
44. In the fir'st u,eek of Ma)- 41', though it rras alitrrtrlarrt ott tlrt'
\1rr.ul 1rl riri Lt1, trr lltc ioot of tht'hills. tht'rttitirt \\'ille r)f r)ligltltion
ilr,i rrol lrallr,,ri thi,r)l()uutail itreas. Ytrslrcr thought thrrt ihe locltl
sltIlllIl('t visitols Io Qail'a|a det:reitsetl b1- tlte lrt:girttrirlg of July.
-\l Zirkhrr. itr tltr Iihalxtut v;tllel . 1r:itlics rrf:-lll \\'{'r'e ,lollllll.n ilr

nrirl .\rrgir:t i?. Litst lecordcil ott !! Selrltrltlrel li llciwe0n Iill)il
irrrrl flr.rsrrl.

!
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176. INItIAN HOLl,rl!i.

0orut iu. b. btttlllurllrt;i' L.

c & s.

JJ:, jU-.: - \v1

On a trip from Kut to Fao in November 45 I was on the look
out to see how far uprivel this species had spread. I lound none
ut Fao then. From Basrah - Azair it was most frequent and I
counted 15 by the roadside, after which one 3 miles S of Qal'at
Saleh, and two 3 miles north of that place. These winter birds
were usually in pairs. I did not see it nor could find that it
occurred at Amara. Dlaclaren however found it on the Euphrates
\orth of Samau'a, about 200 miles above Basrah. (c3 on 15 Feb-
ruary 43).

tamily UPUPIDAE

177. HOOPOE.

U ptpa cpops L.

G & S. 28 records.

B B
1:10fl

Our dates conlorm to those in Ticehurst (1S22), though Bene-
rally most have moved from Central 'Iraq by the end of Sep
tember.

Baghdad.
6 March 42.

t4 March 45.
Kut.

t April 43.
24 March 44.
7 October 45,

25 September 43.
Retufn migrants were seen :

Husseiniyah near Kut. 30 July 43.
Baghdad. tZ August 4b (pNC) tE August 4p (Boswell).
Hindiyah. t8 Augrst 43 (Maclaren).

One late straggler was seen at B&ghd&d by Boswell on 2g De_
cember 41. When they ftrst arrive on spring migration it is cus_
tomary to see parties. For exanrple in i943 in a sm&ll orchard at
Kut there were some 30 on I April, and eight perched in a small

BB B B
123456789
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.r.11

tl'ce on 13 A1nil. Aftel thc fi|s[ ir|r'jvals single bird: a|e lhe rule,
and thel' prcfel open countr'1'. \ot all books l'efer under' ficld-
chatactrls to the short legs, rvhich lesrrlt in thc tail tlrnost touch,
ing the glound. On drird rnud, the lrlurr.ragr is arr excellelt exam-
lrle of rlisrulrtile cokration, being quite hard ir-r set,. Thrce Pallid
llat'tier. (( /rrz.. tt((touttti) \\'fle srcll nlitkilg l,as:es iit iil autuinu
tttigritnl at l(ut. \laclareu rrotrs thcrn beis'r,err 1? I,'el)luiu\' -- :
]lrrrclt .i3 in tarnalisk at Shuaibah but rloes rrot gile drLtes. {cf.
'fir'eltulst 19!6. Selelal at Zobeil lrl'?8 Felrnrar'.r-1. 'I'hev irre silenl,
,rrr rr iglat iorr.

North.:lir lec0r'ds.www w\vw
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Io lht, l)errjwin vallcv during .\ugust irnd Selriember the

Ilrulroe was cornrnon in the vallev anri orr lorvel slolrs of hills,
slrrrl'ing a lrreftrenct, fol open countrv: arrrl oflr,n being lrtrt u1r
rrrrt of littlc dr1' rvaddis mnning through liquorice or ltare plain.
\\'hert tlistutberl thev onlv fltipr irrvav about ?(l valds, They are
alsrr secrr on rrrrurrtain slopes u1r to 5500 ft. lXisharliu'). Onc birrl
lrrrrrlttr:r,rl il hoirs(i lhroaty hiss. \\'herr tliLtollilA Not'lh il NIav
tlri,r-r'L,r't'rrrrt seort lrevorrd Sirrrrrrlirh till the hills prolrcr' ."r'olc

t'r'tclted {Zakho, Zarvitir, Sitsing, but rrot in the Rorvanrluz rrreir
irs vtrtt. The bilds were calling in the Amadia valle"v, t2 May 44.
\\-h\ thc lltrrli arabs should use the onomatopaeic name 'hud-hud'
fol lhe bild, when they do no', hear its chalacteristic call is ir
prrzzlc. The l(uldish nirrne fol it is Papu Suleimirn and there ale
rrirrrl delightful legends describing its partii:ularlv olose lelations
s'itlr Iiing Srrlornorr. Of the allegerl rnagicrLl ploperties of its bones
I lrtle s'rittt,n clservhere in the PNC bulletin. In Julr-and August
irrirl carlv Sr:Jrtrmbel thtl ale flcrlut,nI ir surall rrulrr]rers around
S,,r'alittriirr. lrut gcnt,r'aJl1' keclr to thr u'orrdtd r-alle.r's irnrl village
qr,lllr,lrlr,l(.'l't-o rvith a srltirll rvale rrf rrriglirlls crosserl the saddlt
\\'lrrlr \\-(, lt r'amlred on ?6 ,\uflusl. 'lhe last lt,crrrrl sirs frtrrt
S;rlirnririr rrrar' \{osul on ?ll Sei)tenll)eI l'r. \\'ilii{rnsorr Nlro sarv onI
r,r'ar' \lo.rrl .n llrr ?till-t, rulal'ks tlral tht,v irrc not rt irll corlrnurr irr
ihr, l\'[osnl area. Thc first -spiring bird rtas seun on 1l \[arc]t 45
lrr llre Birrlarl Su near' \ftrsul arrd bl the end of -\plil it has

l('nrtrirlerl irrto the ltills ard s,;ts calling l)elow tltc Slrilik pass
jrr tL tirller'\yi1h l)asture trrl ir l'r'unus tholn scrulr on !7 April.
Nlircliuen's first date for 19411 rvirs l? Malch.
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178. GREEN WOODPECKER.

Picus airidis L,

North. 13 records.www w ww
12345678

0rder PICIF0RMES

tamily PICIDAE
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l,ocitlll trsirltnl tlttottgltout Kttrtli-tirrt. Its (all \\'irs follos'ccl
rrlr irrrrl tht, hild filst st'err ort 18 Sr'1rtr'rttlrtt'.i: iI a \Yoo(l ai Pt'n-

iv,-irr, rvhere llacliuon sal ont'at lltt)tr ft. III l94ll. birds rvete lttirttl
calling at Sirsing near Amadia on 11 llav l,i. -\ juvenile \Yas srtrn
lrt,lru'Sti .\rrra(liir /l0,\ugust 'rrr itrtl orte rrtl thc Grlat Zab at liiri.
During the wintel it \vas seen at Zarvilrt (l? Novctrl])err, Shalanish
Isl nr (lil \oVeurber',. \lirrrg. sh ,31 .liuIlitIJ ltl, PiIis Dagh ?I
.lirrnrnn and ?r-) I,'ellruarl' /d \lafth' aurl lrt'ts-een -\rnadia - Halik
/:lo IIarch 1rir,.,\:lrecittterr l'its olrtitirtttl oIi:1 ,lalruar'\'at Zu\ita
lrv \\'illiirrrrson. \\'158, 1'lll. Iiill lrrokett l,orvet ]rtcitsl a gti'r'n
lrro*1, nrrruslirchiirl stleirk rvillr ven Iiltlc clirrrsort. (ierttlallv
lrtlr,r gIev thiiD 7r1tri,/2.r. Irt llatch thc biIrls wt,r'r Yocifclous. Not,
le lrelievc, hithtttrr tt,colrled frolr 'Ilarl.

179. SYRIAN WOODPECKER. JUrJt -:irt Jlii - tvi
Dentlrocopos s. syriacus (Ehrenberg).

North. 30 records.

w www ww www
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In the Penjwin district of E. Kurdistan this species was found

l,herever the scrub-oak develops inlo a woodland with trees of
20 ft. or more. The bird shov/s a preference for self-contained
copses. Here it was relatively tame allowing good views. It is
a noisy bird and its call is a resounding 'tchip' with a whinnying
call not unlike a Moorhen (Gallirutla\. One in fight wes heard
to produce a clap sound, but whether with its wings as in a dove
or not w&s uncerta,in. At the hcat of the dey from 1200-1430 hrs.,
it was the only active bird.



143

\Vltcn lorrling West Iiulrlisliur irr \Ia1 44, it was only met at
Sit'sittg Iti,irr' ,\rtratlia, a ryell-rlrrr,rlr,rl il1.ra, aI)d u'as rrot seen near
Zakho Golgr, though \\'illiam-col sits- it thelc iitr l(J November',
nor at l)irlllor, Iinvancluz lol l)iana. In the rvoorlcrl lalle-r, N ol
Setatttariiit it u;r. firilh-lrerlLrtrrt itr Jul.r Jr3 irnrl -\ugLrst 44, but
sh1'. Ritils slt,r irr the i,int l'orrrls irt Zarvita [iorgr orr l: Novem-
btr 41 ulrl lrolrl lrr-corrtlirst. II rvrs irlso LecoL,lL,rl lrotu Sheikh
'Adi, Belsivi, Sharanish, NIar YiLliouh, N{angesh, l'iris Dagh,
Spilik attrl (llroirlta. Orrh' olco \\:irs r)ne -ceen on ro l'losul plain
at Dski tiolck irr rilrr scrub on tlrr' (ilett Zab (c8(lt) ft.l (:9 Decem-
ber 44r. It 1r|olurltll l)eeds i!irrit, suitable \roods occur.

,\ttotlrlr', rrrri srnalleL Slrotir:rl \\-ootllreckeL s'irs srrrt in tloods
,rear SelarniLrlia ilr -\ugLlst. It u'trs about the size of ir sl)ilrro\r:,
anti harl a slrliller call thtur //. rrTrrrrriri. I rvas rirlirrg irt the time
and onl,\,it srrirlr vien'rvas got. ll sr:otned toti -smirll for l).1ttedi.1t.9,
another slrt,rii,s rvltich xas rroI r,rrcourtteled, ]iut is cvidently not
corttlltoll as rro otlttrs \\refe seerr.

l8ll. \\'li \'\ l.l(:l\. 'lr, - \A'

,l utt.t lrtultrillr L,

l.'ew rlcolrls, arrrl all flrrrr I')rtlolrcittt giLtdett:. otttt ttt Ragh-
rlad on ltl ,\1rril rr? ltad beert lhr:rt' trtitu"v rnortihs ittrcot'tling to
Gubbins. Slcrr at lltghdird rrtt ! \'lrtt /r?, 3rd \Jir)'il itr){l 16 SeI)-

telrllcr' 1l rvltln llo:s'r11 htttl irtt crcelrtittttal l'iorv of otlc feetling at
an ant's rrcst aurl lirter' -citiing or ir ltbltuk tree. Otttt ott nliglation
at Kut on 7 ,\1rlil 4i. \ot recolcieii b1' rtre ftotlt I(urdistan.
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0rder PASSERIF0RMES

Family AtAU DIDAE

t8l. DIiSITRT LARK. .i,-!tJr ;;, - \^\

Arnm.ontttnes d. deserli (Lichtenstein).

Desert Iarks were seen on the -.outh edge of Lake Habbanil'ah
on 11 August 42, and PNC lepolts them betNeen Fellujah and
Rutbah (25 Ma-v 45). The corrtributol snspected the.y \\'ere breeding
near the latter place. I found thent to be characteristic birds of
steep stony nullahs at Tel Ziliab on the Persian lrontier East of
Bedrah (8-9 April 44) and at Kan-i-Sakht to the Nolth of Bedrah
('13 April). Tho birds here $'ere testless and noisl', and had a

t'histling call 'ral'churlulerv-cheeoo' , as well as a rippling call
like that of )Itrops rltioster. \\hen singing on the rving, the bird
itself appears to ripple in flight. Thc bilds rvere in tertitory and
rnay n ell breed. Thel' are Iikelv to ire .{. deserll frulerculus which
-subspecies Ticehurst (1926) r'epolts flom Ilast of Ali Gharhi.

In Kurdistan I found then at the foot of the hills behind
l)iana (15 lla.r. rr4) and in a -rteel) r'r.rrky gulll' lrcltind IIalil 12.1

.\plil 45). No doubt the,r' occur u'idclf in Kurrlistan, but as thev
trequent the barren lorver ftxrthills, obselvers ale less likely to
have tarried in these uninviting localities. This applies in palticu-
ltl to South and Dast Kuldistan.

182. C.\LANDRA LAR}i.
Jlelatncory?ht cahndru lL).

C & S.6 r'ecords.

It appears to tre a rvirrter visitol to the Baghdad irnrl Kut aleas.
Boss.ell and I sarv a flock of Caltrndla mixed rvith Sk.r.larks ancl
f]rested Larks outside Baghdad rrear l)ir.ala Bridge (?3 Januarv
Jll an,-l a slrecirnen rvas obtained. lll thi-i, the Itlar:k oD the lowrr.
tht'oat rvas tlefinilely contiriuous lcross the thtoat, though rvitlr
rL bay in it, and this rvas visible in flr'ing bild-s. 'fhe slrecirrrel
rvas examined cal,efully as the continuous banri is a character of

BB
t2345678910 tL t2

KK



145

)1. ltittLltuluttt, but tllo drtailp(l tleslr.ilrtion (r1.v. in tltpendix)
cotlc,sponrls exactl.v \ith thai irr thc Handbook of Ili.itish Birds
(\VitheI'lJ_v), anri tlre sceorrdtrlics r,,.ere tippcd rvhite oxcept the
lirst tlrler,. (loull)irir,(l Nith the othe| Iarks in thc flock, the Caland-
rrrs irr flight rlirl rnrrle short glirles likr: a Sttrrling lStu.r ut).

Ott | \lirlclr '12. 1i \\'er'r, seel I)rhirii tlrc llunrl Pools tt Sheikh
Orlar, llirgh(larl, arrtl trlso shol'erl the corrtitluous blirck hand. On
l0 N1arch thc.v rvele al)undant in smail sctrttered palties between
llrLghdad flillah irr the desclt.

On tlre ciesclt lr,rad frorrr liut Sharli thel' rr.cle seen on 6
I)ecertrber' -i?, irrtd one rvas slrot near the Surveicha flats on 15

Nolt,rnbcr' 4ir, s'hiclr hild il sllall \\'ing M-?. PNC records a flock
of c1o0, lhilt\ rrrilcs N\\' of Shuaibah on 1/1 l)ecclnllcr .'rf,. \\'e rlo
rrot krtorv if thc contlibutor corr-sideled the pos,ribility of their
lreing -11. bi tttuttrkttrr.

North. l7 relolrls.
\\: \\' \\' w \\' \\r \\' \\r
I : 3 4 l-r 0 ? 8 0 10 lt l:

li ll
'l'het lt,t't' ir (i)r):tiillt feaittrl of thi' ltilrl life trf lhe Ilosttl

lrJain from'l'el Kotlheli in the Wesi to nerLl I'lrbil in the East, but
tt'erc not seer) n{)rtlr of Silllel on the N'Iosul .'Zlrkho road. They
tveLe reloLrllr itt Se1 lttll)tL't \\'h('rl I \\'ils tr1, itt lhe Illountains

lrlolrer', and rlut ing thosr'montlts itl l9''rl, \\'e Ilrct lhettr irl lhe Irtorrd

l)rniwirr virllcl irt l'1. Iiurrlistan.

'Irttvtllirtg trrtrllt ltottt llaglrrlirtl lrr \lostll itl l\'la)'1rlr, iI rvas

sur'lilisirg rrot to tlreel them, llut Ito|th of Mosul they were fre-

,1uent, and itrrttr tlteit l.rehrtliottl I thought the"v 'ivet'e breeding

/(i ]Trrv.ll). On that trilr notle \\'er'('scen l)etween Mosul - nrhil'
llcturnirrg ;tl 'rltrr etlrt of St'lrtetttbcr', I frltirtd (litlatrdliI sti]l singinB

rrrt l'l Ot trtltL'r'- ltl lirit OttolreI tht'r'$r'te cor)llloll IloaI'r\in Sifni'

r(,iI1 (Jrr\\'air rrt the [iIr'at Ziib, anrl orr thc I(hosar, lrut ittfrequent

rrn the Gortcl Su. .\t lhe foot of thc 'Iebel Sinjar they were no

lonBr)r' in flot ks on i l"e brLtiLr'1 1'-r, ilrough thet'e wet c still n few

ffuc-ks reitr Sixlcl /18 Fi'llt'uitlr'/ri-]]. all(l a smilll flock on lhe Baqaq

SLr 1l \lirlchl. ltt ti'ilrtuls frottt Jll \{ittt:ll on\vilI'(ls Iheir ]lehaviour

.ugg*i.O lllterling Itcat'lhc Iihosirt', at Ztrnrar', bets'een \{osul -
'l'J Kotchef is-helt tht') \r-rlc corlrnon antl singing)' and het-

,., eerl Sltirrrlirt lrrld Harlhra.
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T83. SHORT.TOED LARKS.

Calandrella spp.

et Y! ;J&-c, ;;i - \ AY

BoLh C. rulescens and O. cinereu were recorded from Kut and
from Baghdad. Generally my records refer to C. cburea, bttl op'
portunities for clearing up the unsalisfactot'y status of these birds
in the'Iraq Fauna were poor, as so often the birds were put up
when travelling by car on duty, arid rvhen it was not feasible
to stop and spend time on them. I)etails df observations are Siven
in the appendix. In the monthly cliittt, tecords are combined un-
less the birds were established as'n)nor'.

c&s.

9 lir 11

I{ ti ti
)l-r' ittilrte:siort is tllirt ( . t-ittrt,,. iit\rI l . rrtft'rlrt'. iur \\'itttel'

rni5lr'iurts to tlrt fiirghrlrrrl dislIici. Lr' \l\nl t /i t'rp( rnal lre It,si-
(ient ilI rle-*eri cLtltilation iilrrurr,l lr.Lr irrr,l Hai. 'l'hp lattel' \ras
ttotetl in huttttnotkr 8r'irs-r (lt,:erL rL-i lf llrri on Lr \liu i3. ('.
r irlrlz tt'irs tltt frrtttttr,,rrtL lrrtrl. i. r , t',i. \i (,r',, iL1tliiILttt,rI to it
irtttl ll lrr ntlr\(t nt, ttlrr lf rvltir:lr ',. r,, ,1,.r:ritr. 18 I)crtrrrlrrr. il.
l)ellrrwalr (Khalisr: 0 I)eerrrrl,.,t it hril

North.
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('. t'ittIrtt oI lltiglirlioti \\-rf(,:.r,it iri t,t,rr.iNiI irr Srl,lenrlte|
il artil tltrle wiis a lriclilr t)l t',tt,tit,lt,'tl :1,. irar.(,ss thr Ser..\ntitrlia
l-ol ililtxr lt.r in ,\llgust aurl Sel,t rrrlr|r. ii..\ f(,\\' \\.el,e srLrtr olt
r-i!t,r' fltLl. in llrl \lostrl ;tr.,ir irr r i, i, ,. \,,\rlIl)cr ii. llt,i s
li,s-s rrrrrrierous irt tlri,errrl rrl \olr,,rir, .. .\l llsLi [ielt,li on 1il \lir.r
ii, Irilris \\-cl (, sillSjlq lrirl :u:1, ,.,.1 t, l,t,,,,,ltls: lrrrl irlrrr
l)ecerrtber',1/r lo the enrl ol -\1rril itr rri|,,ri.r,r.t t.r,r.or..ir,d fr.rrrtr Iirri,_
rlistan. It is .ur,1rr.i.ing llrat .\leir llzlragel l{}ti lril,l urr it(ldi_
liortrrl ilfoi'tlirlion lo eorliilrrrto tr, 'ft . ,.- -1 1{)?1 iulrl oLrr noles
rlo litllt, lo ht,l1r. llt,r.e is irrrllher. llr., i,rrirrr fit,lrl of trr,1rrir.r. for
art orrtitlrologist rvith tirrrr to eolr., lilitle (,1) a silt!l(, grnu-r.
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it31. cl isTItD L.\tt K.
(irrlc rirl t ( ri.\ta/t \l,t

tf ,t , 9t!.JJ - 1^{

c&s.
There is little to add to Ticehurst (t921). They become less

frequent in Baghdad by mid-April, when winter birds would
have moved out. On thr south shore of L. Habbaniyah none were
seen or thc tnargins: ottly Atttntonruncs and.+loe?non (11 August
42). They hide in the shade cast by any tussock or elevation in
the ground, and in the barren desert west of Hai, they sheltered
from the sun in shady water pits. Birds were seen paddling on
all shoals of the Tiglis at Kut (27 August 43). In lhe Kut district
they rvere not common between Kut and Bedrah though a few
occur at Warmizil.ah, Tel Ziliab, and Kan-i-Sakht (April 44).
They frequent the Wasit ruins in the desert east oI Hai (9 May).
On the road from Kut - Baghdad, fewer were noticed in October
than in other months.

North. wwwww w w w
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In Western Kurdistan they are typical birds oI the Mosul
plein, but they l;r'ced in small numbers up in the valleys of the
hills, a nest being forrnd at Barzan on 25 April 45 with six eggs.
In May 44 they wor(! seen in the Zakho Gorge (7 May), in the
open scrub land near Sirsing (12 May), on the Pirman pass end
singing in territory in the hills behind Diana (15 May). Other-
wise they were not seen in the hills on this tour. They move away
from the hills down to the plains rather earlier than most birds,
since none were recolded in the Seramadia district by Boswell
(11 July - 15 August 43), nor by me (t4 August - 13 September
4lr],.

In Eastern Kurdistan, I recorded none from Choarta (5232 ft.)
from 13-22 Augusl 45, though they occur between Kirkuk -Suleimaniya (2750 ft.). In the broad Penjwin valley they r ere
present in small numbers at tht enrl of August 42. Around Mosul
a few were recorded from October onwards near the Great Zab,
Baqaq, Khosar, at Eski Kelek, and two at Mar Matti (2800 ft.)
in the Jebel Maklub (21 January 45). An increase in numbers
occurred in early April. Vosper notes them as abundant in the
Shaqlawa - Rorvanduz district between 26 July - I August 43.
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A bird displaying at Ba8hdad on 7 March 42 had the tail
cocked up to 45 degrees and the win8s drooped slightly. The head

and neck were bent back with the crest vertical. The effect oI the

display is to emphasize lhe streaks on the throat, und the crest.

The fem&le took little notice. The bird is known u'ell as t mimic,
and I heard p&ssages in songs resembling Green Sandpilxr anrl

Greenshank in May, and Rulous Warbler in Selrternber. MtnS'

nests were found, one with one e88 on t0.lune, ittttl rietitils rnay

be found in the appendix.

185, WOODLARK. sirryr ;.r+ - r^c

Lullula atbotea,
(probably pallida, Ztr.).

North. 8 records.
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In East Kurdistan flve were seen near Penjwin (12 September

42) in & sheltered wooded valley, and clO vrere seen at Choarta
on 15 Au8:ust 45. In West Kurdistan I saw one on 15 November
between Bersivi-Sharanish; on I December 44 and again on 18

February 45 there was a small flock on the Geli Spi pass above
Zakho. In the Am&di& valley, which I had notcd in May 44 as
ideal Woodlark country, birds were rbundant and singing bet-
ween 18-31 March 45. A male was observed displaf ing with wings
droppod and half spre&d before the female which stood passively
by. Broken song heard on ground on 18 February. No certain
records from Central 'Iraq.

186. l,tASTr,ll\ sIYLAIi Ii.
,llttudt o rt-r nsis 1,.

C & S. 20 records
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The records rglee rvith thc strttu. rlescrilrerl itr Ticehulst /lg2l\.
and rango fronr 22 Octol)or' (4:ll liut l.', f larch (41-)) (PNC). PNC
lecolds three flom Basrah on 1.1 Dr'cetnbcr lri associating with
(lalandra, thus filling a galr nrrttrl in thc Farrna (,l923r. I did not
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r)reet it South ol Sheikh Sa'ad u,hen driving from Iiut to Baslah
ir Novemltcr 1r5 rrrrrl nonc \\'et'e seen at Fao. In all rrr.oltabililv it
is tnote frcrluent itr the Uentral \\'lleirt au,l Batlel ale,t than in
the Sr.ruthrln lice lands, rvhere the ar.ca of [ttl,sh is ntuch greater.
ln the nolthern }Tusul lrlain it is rnore aburrrlant (q.v.). One spe-
(irrrerr oblirilt,il r)n t{ Jiuluitry 4p at t}aghriirrl had rrreitsurements:
\V 118, 'fail tili rrrrrl a l{)ug tal.sus !8; rvhilt trvo fr.orrr a flock at
\losul,.'r.litnLtil\ 1r;, s'ct.e (W 1t:, Tars.:: Iliil lrotll Skull 14,
llirrd Clir,") iirrd i\\r, 1:1, 'l'. ?3, li. lit, and (law lrr) respectively.
We u'ere constdI]tl.! st|ur.k bY the dar.k alll)eal.ance of these Iarks.
'l'his ma1' be enhrrnced b1' the palc br.ight colours rrf the tlesert
surroundirrgs. The crest too is less noticealtlc, and lhe call rvhich
is diffleult to lt'prrselt {a licher' 'chuddle,ee diflers fr.otl thirt ot
,1, rt, nrt:r'ntit, I ltalc rro rccrird nftel f)ecentltr:t'for Kul.

North. 20 r'ecords.

w\v\v w w w
I ?31r ir6?89 t0 1t 12

In thr north th0). are winter visitors lo the rolling Mosul
plirin, a firrrous arrrl ancient grain grou'ing lrea, urriving at the
enrl of OL tolrr' (li Ortobcr 1r1r Qurvtir on Great Zab river) and sta):
ing till half wa-\' thr'ough March with a few straggling flocks of a
Ierv birds lirtlr'. i(i, \losul Zakho ?5 \'larch 45). Thel are most
tbundant in Jarrrrrrr. and [.'eblua]]. Here also they &ppear dark
birds, thril upltr';rirlts corltrasting cleanly with the dead white
backgrourrd of thr,rrnderparts. On the gravel banks of the Gornel
Su (5 Norcrribel r'(,stless flocks rvertr flfing s'ith Crrln Runtings
lli rttberizu culurtd rt ), Short-Toed l(l r londre|I u brac h.yd tcI yla1 iurd
Calandlir (Melanocorypht talnndrt) larks, Spanish Sparlorvs
I I)rt.,:er lti;ptrtioleri,rlsl antl Watel Pipits (.ANIhus spinoletta).

In the same arcir on:: Novertrbrl the.v and thc Short-'l'oed
Lirrks (C. hrachulrclylu) u'cle far fcwer in rrumber'. r\t llosul a
flrxrk rvas seen with Lilnnels (Corluelis tottnabino). Betrveen
\losul - Tel AfuI thel rve|e the dorlinatrt sr)rall bir'(l at the end
of .Ianualy (26 January 45), rLs also betrveen Mosul - Dohuk (29

,lirnuary). On the latter rorrd I mitrlt some {)ounts (JYet'th0 rlrile
strclches. 'lhe roarl runs acloss u rrlulatittg tlorvnlittrl antl ltilrls
1,ut up bv the cal rvere r:ounted.

18 February.
1st count ... 137 birds.
2nd cotrnt ... 156 birds.



150

Of these one third rvt't'tr irt lllirs, and lhe tcst itr sttt;tll

flock-r ulr t0 lo.
?5 Fel)r'uar).

Orri: couttt ... 3:r bitds. \Yeitthel colrlt't.
11 \'lareh.

1st i'ount ... 16. One llock of 11, ts'rr t'airs.
!n(l count ... 16. OIt0 flork {)f 1f). Higllel' !.roun(l
(1000 fr.).

17 \{alch.
\o lrails seen, tinll' ;r ferv t'eslive fl,,r'ks.

2i-r \Ittlch.
A verv fts. ir) Ilairs all(l otte snlirll l)irli\ (,i .i\ l)i)'(1..

187. BIFASCIATED LARK. .lr. - \^v

C erthil.auda alaudipes .

This remarksble bird occurs in the desert between Kut -
Bedrah in addition to the areas mentioned in Ticehurst (t921 and
1926) I also saw it at Mukashafa neer Tekrit on 4 tr/tay 45. Records
for Kut - Bedrah srea are given below:-

7 July 1r3. Kut - Bedrah road, one.
0 October 43. Kut - Shadi desert roud, one.

2l October 43. Kut - Jassan, one.
Berdah - Aziziyah across desert 5.

t3 April 43. Kut - Jassan, two.

The triangle between Kut - Bedrah and Aziziyah though
desert, is not a gravel area, though east of Zorbatiyah where lhe
gravel plateau begins it u,as not seen. Small parties 'v/ere seen

between Nejef - Kerbela, 2l September 45; and Gubbins reports
odd birds between Shithatha - Ukheidha in February. They
were seen by us in Ionely shingle desert between Fellujah -Habbaniysh in December. South west of Lake Habbaniyah on
undulating gr&vel plain, birds were only seen in August crouching
in the shade formed by troughs in the gravel. Where the gravel
was level, none were seen. Ten were counted in as many miles,
and their 6rey and rufous plumage made them inconspicuous.
On the mud on the edge of the lake, however, large numbers were
met with, &bout flfty birds being seen, but not in flocks. There,
the pale grey of the plumage made the birds stand out conspic-
uously. The lon8 decurved bill and the long whitish leBS are
distinctive et rest, as the black and white wings are when the
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birds fly. In December 45, about 5 were counted between Bagh-
dad - Wadi Mohammadi, and odd birds were frequent as far
as Rutbah rrhich rvas verl' birdless. Trvo trore rvere seen bet-
\\'cen the ltumlring stations Tl)-H,l, and aftor thrLt no more. Irr
December I noted 'The outer primaries appear a yellorv bufr at
rest, end the back, mantle and crown a peculiarly oily grey. They
run along the road and though reluctant to fly, may fly a short
distance, and then continue running, occasionally swivelling
round. I think thef irvoid the oblious rltsert rnoior loutes', None
v/eA scen in the desert south west of Mosul. }'NC reports 8 near
lla-iririr bet\veeo Lurlait Tel .\l Lahanr.

The cirll is a" soft jrrngling 'jinzing' remainding me of a
S isk in l-rrr,/zr1i.. Jpir.ur).

Family HIRUNDINIDAE

188 SWALLOW. A jt, ,.rr, J:- - \^^
Hinmdo rusrica L.

(ProbablY rzstfca).
G & S, 58 records.

BBBBB BB B B
1234 567 8910 ti t2

KKKK KKKK
Details of arrivals snd departures.

ls4t. Baghdad. One seen in October. Last date I November 41.

t942. Baghdad. First. 13 February near Deltawah (Khalis),
Widespread. 26 Februsry.
Decrease. 18 April.
Last. I November.
Kut. Last I November.

(On 9 February 42. in the Shamiya Desert (Lat. 3t. Long. 47)

Swallows entered a tent and tried to roost. Gubbins).
1943. Kut First. 22 FebruarY.

NestinS. I April.
Late &nd last. 22 September and l5 October (Suweicha

lake).
They are infrequent ot Kut in September.
Basrah (Shuaibah). First. 17 February (Maclaren).
Baghdad - Rutbah. Late. t0-14 October (abundant)

(Maclaren).

I
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1944. Baghdad. Early. 12 ltarch not necessarily the flrst.
Kut. First. 24 February.
Nesting. 26-?7 March at Husseiniyah.
Migrating 9-13 April on Persian frontier.
15 April Kut.
tg and 2l .{p}rl bi6 migration waYes. Kut.

t945. Baghdad. Early. t6 February (I'NC).
Fledged young being fed. 18 I'tay (PNC).
Late. 21 October. \Iadhatiyah. 10. (PNC).
Hilliah. Latr:. frequent a1 end of Selrtember rvhen f* ai

Xut-
Kut. Late. 39 September.

In April 44 when migration was in f ull swing at Kut, it wa^s

interesting to flnd a steady stream of migranls crossing the barren
nullahs and plateaux at t 0(X1 ft. on the Persian loothills north of
Ziliab, near Bedrah.

I'NC lecords a Swallow nobbirg a \larsh Ilarrier (Cirzr.s
reruqino.ttts'in \1a.v-'. Thel flr:iluentll llest in the houses of Arabs
and are rrot ejected. In one Sheikh's hrtrse thel vi-sit the samr
room 1-etrllf irnd rrolt,st ir I-rat rvhith lik,,. thc alrirrtnrtnt. -\t l{u:'
seinil'ah near Krrt on 26'27 llarch l)ild,. \\ere singing all niqhl
at nests in passages of the palace of the Anlil' Ilabia.

North. ,13 records.
wwww
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The earll' Swallorvs in the North \\'ere no later than those
seen in Central'Iraq. F'irst date 25 February 45 (Mosul), and they
were frequent round Mosul b1-. mid-\larch, but when visiting
:\nradia at thr. enrl of )larch, liir.ds \ya11, not e.tablishcrl a, faI
nolih as that. Maclaren noted a l)air linins a nest at l\losul orr
the 10 March 43t and I sa*' them round nesting sites at Kirkuk
on 9 N{arch 45. 81'the end of April birtls rvere nesting in the Serai
rrt Billeh (2.5 -\1rril lr-)i, berot)(l the fit'si t\\'() llrountain ralges.
\Vhert trirvelling \c,rth in \lrL1 -i1. I ir',rs just aheird r,f a lliq
tnigrirtiorr rvaye, Su'allorvs being seerr lrll the u'ar- lrl) frolll Silutai,-
lah tleiii Ft,tha Golge \\'adi (.)asiall. irril beirrg irbulrltnl
on the plain north of \{osul: but ferv rvt,re seen at Zakho or irr
the Amadia valley. Migrrrting bird-q u'ere seen at Eski Kelek on

a
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the Zab and in the Rowanduz Gorge (l:l-14 l,la1'). In the summer
Vosper had nests at Qail'arah at the end of llal', and he sarv large
congregations in the Shaqla$-ah district, at the enri of July 43.
In the.\utumn visit l.o t'enjx'in (42) strearns of migrants in fast
flying fbcks rvere going Fl & SE up the main valley between 26
August --- 19 Septembcr 42; a.nd thev are frequent lretween
Kirkuk - Suleimaniya Choarta in the second rveek of August.

It is not unusual to find Hirundines circling round summits
oq rnigraiion. e.g. Hazar NIaia {7516 ft.) noar Penjwin, Seramadia
lii-7()(ll ft.r .\t SeI{rDarliit, Ilosrvell |t:co|ded none fronr .luly to
rnid.\ugust in 19.'ril, lrrrt thele was l stcadl- trickle of miglants
over the col during the period 4-11 September 44, usually in the
ealll rnorning. Rouncl the lrcaks, too, in ihe morning rvcrc Srval-
lows rvi&r Merops opiaster and H. dourica (8 September), with
Riparit it,ntl ftcrolt\ tltit\ter (9 Selrterrrber') ancl Nitlt AIpine
Su.ifts and Riparia ll1 September). In contrast to the Centre and
South of Iraq, September and October records are more frequent
on the Mosul plain, and the last date was two on the llaqaq Su
on I November 44.

189. RED.RUMPED SWALLOW. jrrrl J..}l ir:- - \Al

Ilirundo daurica 1,.

A single record from the central plain on N{arch 43 when
one was seen over the Ilund Pools at Sheikh Omar, Baghdad with
H. ru$tica. When the foothills of the I'usht-i-ku u'ere visited on

9 April 44 this specics was seen at Tel Ziliab u''ithin territorial
'Iraq. The song is short and rather like that of a Wheatear. In
the South Nlaclaren sarv tp'o over tamarisks at Shuaibah on 22

February 43.

Not{h. li) records
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In Kurdistan thev are quite frecluent, being seen near Zakho
at Geli Spi 17 \14) 44), Sh&ranish Islam, Zawita Gorge, Arnadia
(all May) and at the Suwara Tuka Ilass and at Seramadia
(ALrgust), and at Ilou'irndtrz Gorge where lhey had arrived on 24

April 45, were common and breeding in NIay 44, and according
to Vosper still had nests u'ith young at the end of July. They were

w
t 2345
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seen neai Dohuk on 13 Septernber, the dal I left, and when I

returned tt the end of Selrtctrrbet, I sarv none. !'irst alrivals
were seen hawking round steep cliffs of the R. Zab at Harik near

Amadia on 30 March 45, and they rvere at Barzan on 25 April.
On the s'ing the aliirelt'a Iarger bilrl tlturl E. ziz.tlica, and hate
a steadier glid ing fight.

190. CII.\G-\I.\RTI \. j,rrJr .Jtl; - \1.

Ilirundo.

This is a Iocal bird in the North and conflned to rocky Sorges.
It was seen in a Biant carie at Harir near Shaq)ayah and in the
Rowanduz Gorge (e 10 on it \Iay 4Jr1. -\t Serarnadia lhey were
frequent round mountain tops (li August 111, in the Sulaf gorge
(23 August), Duri Gorge (18 August), and in the Zab gorge near
Jisr Bulbul (30 August 441. They had returned to the Harir cave
by 24 April 45. These birds had dark axillaries antl a twittering
ciLll, u'ith the upper parts pale brorvn. \\'hen entering the cai'e
at Harir they uttered a rteird shrill shriek. Similar birds, thick
set with blunt rvings and dark axillarir:s rvhich were seen at Tel
Ziliab neirr Kut were probably also of this specics. Though I
tried to get viervs of the throal I rvas unable to, and hence cannot
say rvhether my birds $.ere rupeslrir ot ob|oltla, A sPetimen
should be obtained from IIarir. R?..p€slris is the sPecies breeding
in Persi&.

19I. HOI ISI'-NIARTI N.

Delichon u,rbica L.

C & S.2 records.

.rrljijl l,tl., - \\\

Only once recorded from [he Central plain, a single bird at
Kut on the Tigris orr 1'? Sclrtember,i;. There s-;rs a lerv high
\yind (N\\-) and drop in ternlrcrtture. .\t'l'el Ziliab on the l)ersian
frontier c15 r^''ere ,sec0 on migraiion on I April .i.,r.

North. 13 records.
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On the rval' north in IIa.r' 14, otrr \\.iis seen at SamirrriLh l{
Iluv 441 one on the Khosar iri \losut (5 \Ia)) and several round
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the pass to Sharanish I-slam (l{) N,luy). In the prccipitous pine
clad Zawita gorge above Dohuk thrv were frequent and c100 old
and new nesis \\'ere counted 0n 1! llay. They were also seen at
Sirsing. In lhe llorvanduz disirict theY were on \vire u'ith Swal-
lorvs b1. the Iluliar Kara 11{ }Iavr irnd I saw a few in the Rowan-
duz gorge. Willianrson horveler sarv c50 individuals here building
nests under the overhanging rock (7 \{ay) and on 24 April 45 I
saw theur oircling high up al the north end of the Gorge &nd
rtollecting tnttrl reirr Ilophings', lrririgt. There $.er('r)o l)ird-q at thc
Zawita Gorgc colony on 14 August 44, a.nd an odd bird only was
seen at S0ramadia circling thc pcaks on 8 and I September 44.
Presumabll the main body leave carlier. The first return migrants
singlc birds, \\:ere seen on l5 \larch 43, Nlosul, (Nlaclaren), and
on 11 \Iarch 15, Baqa{{ Su nrar l\Iosul. None had reached the
Zarvita gorge by 29 Ntarch 45. In the Serai at Billeh large numbers
rvere breeding on 25 April 45, birds continually entering the office
of the Qairnmaqam where we were conferring with Mulla
Nlustapha. The usual breedirrg sites in Kurdistan are apparently
precipitous rocky gorSes where there are streams (and hence mud)
and overhanging sheltes of rock. The occupation of this lonely
fort, the Stnii ;it Bil1eh laise-s the itrttltsting tlttt'stittn of horv long
the serai hir-s bccn lrui]t ald u'ht,thrr other building,s irt Kurdistan
are used.

192. SA ND-\,I,\ I1TIN.

Ripariu riptria (L).

0 & S. 38 records.

,sh#! !,ut - \1t
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Florn thc recortls 1ve havt', it someu'hat diflertrnI inl]lression

of the status of this bird in centra'l 'Iraq emerges. At Baghdad

ure ha\.e or1(r recrit'd of the Sltriog Il)i8l ation of a single bird, weak

and e\hauste(I, on 2tr -{1rtil 44, Nhile Bos*'ell tecorrls them on 5

\la1' ,i4, but on 2? Septenlbel' t: tho\' \\'eIe colllrll(nl oll the Bund

Pools at Sheikh Omat and odrl bi|ds Nele seell ott 9 Octc.iber at

Dirvanilah. The bilds do, horvevet, keep stlictll' to the river and

the Tigris at llaghdad was rlot watched as carefully as the Bund

Pools.
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.\t liut in 19i3 the 6l'st nriglant. a sinsle bird was seen on lu
,\plil and by the last $'eek of that urcrnth they rvere abundant.
In the Hai district on the Ghirrraf and surrounding crops thel'
were frequent in May being notcd esliecially on ?0 and 24 May
when large numbers rvere flfing north, Io$' and singly all da1'.

No bleeding colonies u'ere founrl nt'irr liul. ln 1914 the first Kut
nrigrant was on 22 Aplil. The miBrating birds rvere singing.

llcturn migrants \\,ele seen on the Tigris at Kut on I August
4:l and between 27-31 August thel- rr'tre rrriglating. On 27th August
they rvere passing dorvnslreanr all dar'. On the shoals rvere flocks
of ul) to cl00 birds ahval's settled on tht, dorrnstream tip of the
shoal. On the 3ist the]' s'ere sirnilarll flving ultstream and roost-
irtg ort tlte upstleam tilr,r of shoal-r. 'l'hr' r'i\-er hL're, ho\\'eler, ziq-
zags and thel rvele in firct ftcing irnrl rrolilg saluth. Neal -\zizilrrh,
Itorvever, on i Septernber 13 lhel s'elc facirg up river, arid u1r
wind. Touring up river, odd bilds \\'ere seen in the first week
of SeJ)tember 43 and a f|esh NaYe of rrrig|ants \vas met on the
7th. Thev were seen arvay from the river on the Khor Es Sul'ei-
chil on 22 September and last recordcd on P5 September 43. In
l91r-r lclurning bilds u-ere still abunrlirnt on 16 Septembel' and last
tecorderl on 29 September' 45. .\t Iiut, tt .undos.n, an exodus of
bats occurs and Sand N{artins s'ere seen once consorting \\'ith
them. PNC report,s them at Shahraban {3 September 45), near
Shuaibah on 16 Februar'l' 45, nrrd \laclalen thought some \\'ere
lrassing north at Hindi)-ah on 2 \lav.'r3.

North. 21 records.

\YW W
1234567 10 11 12

Travelling North up the Tigris in NIav 44 the migration was
in full sv'ing, and the stream rytrs met at Samarrah, Fetha Gorge
(4 \,tay) ai \{osul, on the Khosar, sin8ing, (b May) and torvards
Dohuk rvhere they rvere abundant bet\ een 5-12 May. It is suspecl
t:d lhat thel' follo$, the Tigrls yrrettl. closell. as none r.ere seen
in thc mountain vallevs beyond at Zakho, Amadia or Ro*.anduz.
Bosrvell records none over Seramirrlia in Jull-ancl August 43, but
rvc lrrrlh siLr- thent s'ith S\\'irlL,s's /lliru /1o.,, European Bee
liiLstels /-l/era2.r tfJia\t"r\ ald lll,int Srvift-s l.l2zr.s npzsl clossins
the lriLss at (ilr-)0 ft. bet\\een 8-1'J Srlrtenrlter ir4, though none \\.ere

8
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Seen in r\l)r'il, \\rilliarnsou sau. thern rrt \,Iosul on 26,\pril 41r. In
,\utunttt, tnigration rvas in ltrrrgress at Sirllnri.rah 28 Sr,lttenrbcr'
arld iI fe$, weIC oll thr' lrliri l)tt\\'c|n NTosul Dohuk on 1f)

Octobct /r.'r. Voslx:r thinks lrtr srL\. a strritll flock going (lownstrea[l
a[ QailaliLh on 18 Jul"v rr3.

In E. Kurdistirn thel are commor) l)assage nrigt ant-c in autumn
in thc ['cnjwin vallev and wele also seen at Choarta. Between
4-18 Seplember'42 thel'e was a coritirrual stream of nrigrants centred
round thr river valley and surrourrding crops at Penjwin. Birds
nrovetl leisurely upstream in arr E and S.!1. direction, some flocks
hiruntirrg an area for sevelal drLls belore moving gradually up-
stlelrrt. (ln 4 Selrtcrrbcr'. just aflel rlalk, a t-'onr|acl flock of llirds,
trvo deep, in a flilt mass, cll')0 camc tearing over the glound about
2 ft. up, going up vallcv at a trerrendous speed. Whether they
r-rre migrants or birds hulr'1-ing in to roost in the reeds in L.
\lt,rivan, t:arnol be -qai(1. The onlv 1r;rrallcl irr nr1' cxperienee is

tlrat rrf S[ariing (Sttott.us'1 Ilocks in I]r'iiain flvirrg irr late to iL

t'oo-qt rvltln hr:id up b-v ir ht,iLd rvintl.

Family ORlOLlDAE

193. GOLDEN OltlOLE. J"i-. i,Jrir - \1y

Oriolus rriohts lL1 .

C & S.3 records.

We ha1'e ono record from Kut on April 44 $,'hen a male was
heard singing on passage in Sheikh Ali Al Amir"s orchard. The
flute Iike 'rveela-weeo' was preceded by a \\'histling rl'arbling
song like a squeaky flute. Baghdad records are one seen by Bos-
u,ell ll Aliril 4?: PNC, one 23 Aplil and Cubbins one 2/r August
4?, arrd t'}NC one froln Latifilah on l June 45.

North.20 records.
\v w w \\'
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In the rrcirth, holl'tver, it is a characteristic bird on Slring

aod Auturrn passage in tlte mountains..A.t Penjlvin in Etst Kur-
distan single bitds were seen in orchards above the village (29

August, ? Septernbcr, 19 Septerrlber' 4?), and at Choarta one came

through the camll -singing itnd calling ald sevetitl rvere singing
in thc Cham-i-Quizilga valley (1?-18 August 45). In the West it
was conrrnon in N{ay ttt ShaliLnish, seen all ul) the load frout
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Dohuk - Silsing, at Shaqlawa and in the Rorvanduz gorge \{here
it \ras singing and calling (10-14 \la)' rrrr). In the latter place I
hcard an alarm call 'kyer' repeated six times. I suspected it was
breeding at Sharanish. Around Serama(lia, Ilosrvell records it on
1:r Jul)'43 and along the \'losul - Aruadia road (30 Julv 43), tl'hile
it r,'"'as sern in all tho snrrll villages in ihe Sclauratlit district, and
on the Great Zab at l(ili (li-llt,\ugust lrrr). lt scems likely that it
breeds in the fertile gret,n olchards clustered round the villages
in the mountains. Vosper notes Orioles, often young birds being
common in orchards near Shaqla*.a (26 Jull' - 9 August 43), and
WillirLrnson records tu,o adults and three immature birds {requent-
ing l,he garden of ther Dominican Nlonastery at illar Yakoub near
Dohuk (26-27 .{ugust 44). The first bird of thc vear s'as seen at
Barzan on 25 April 45 when visiting \lullah Nlustafa, and t\yo
days later Orioles *'ere singing on the Spilik pass.

tamily C0RVIDAE

194. RAVEN.

Cortus corax L,

C & S,8 records.

,.?" ltf . rr-r uU - \1r

None u,ere seen at Baghdad. Ai Kut it was seen at Bedrah,
Zorbatiyah, Warmiziyah and Tcl Ziliab in N{arch and April 44.
Retween Hillah - Kifl I sil\y 5 on ?1 September 45, and when
1,,1yilg 'llaq, i0 at \\radi \lohamnradi antl rr hetrveen that plirce
anrl Rutbah (18 December 45).

P\C reports ll bet\leen l3aghdad - Raquba {23 September 45)
and I saw it at Khan Ilani Sa'ad (21 September 44): and one
carrling nesting material at SiLmarrah on 5 llay 44. Bosr,r,ell
rccords trvo circling over the cliffs beside L. Halibanivah on g

NIay 47.

North. 37 records.
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In the North it is common and widespread in the hills, being
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rccorded at Amadia, Erbil and llarir in May 44, and it was parti-
cularly abundant at Seramadia in late summer. From Septem-
ber - April il may be s€en in the \{osul plain and it probably
deserts the remoter mountain valleys between October - March
as it rvas not secn above Suwara Tuka pass during these months.
On 30 \'Iarch there rvelt' bilds at Amadia. It is frequent around
l)enjrvin in E. Kurdistan in August and September. Two, com-
peting with GrilTon (Gt77-rs fzlezs) and Egvlrtian Vultules lNeophron
p.renopltnls for a dead goat's hoad, \\'r,l'e kept off b-_\ the Egl'ptian
Vultures, *'hich are little Iargel than lhe Raverrs. A small palt,y-.

of 7-9 hturrted llre carllr at Selrrnadia (6010 ft.) from 15 August
44. The roostin;i bilds bt'6Jln to stal- together in a flock rluring the
day on ?1r August. The roost \yas in a steep gulll- and 40 bird-q
used it. f]irds wcre seen till $'c left on 13 September 44. Boswell
noted a congregation of 4i on the crags in the same area on 1

.\ugust 43. A Red-rvattled Plover rvas seen to chase onc away on
the R. Khosar (23 March 45).

194, PIDD CROW.

Corous corone capellanus Sclarct.

.i,l -l.i - \11

We intend to reler to the Pied subspeci4s of the Hooded Crow
as the Picd Crout aod the black and grey subspecies as Hooded
C/ou,, as these two suhspecies cannot be confused in the field.

There is little to add to the distlibuiion of this bird as des-

cribed in Ticehurst (192t-22). It occurs at Bedrah v/hero there are
date-palms, and in April 44 was seen as far u D as Warmiziyah
on the road from Bedrah to the Persian frontier. rt vas not record-
ed from Kurdistan.

In the PNC records, a nest is describcd as beinq comparatively
srnall, l6 ft. up in an apple tree in a river.llank orchard, built
of sticks and pieces of palm-filrre and lined with wool. On 23

N{arch it contained 5 eggs. I found a nest at Kut with 3 e88s on

t3 April 43 (it had a single e88 on l1th and t?th), 'nd another
nest with young on 17 April 43.

Freshly fledged birds were terrorizing other birds qt Kut on

t0 April 44i and PNC records one attacking a hare which escaped

unhurt. They have the most extraordinary rattling call sounding
as if the bird had srvallowed a comb. Williamson thinks it is

made by the bill and remarks: "like a White Stork's rattle, but
a lot faster, lasting about & second and repeated three times in
ten seconds.
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They are fond of the sandspits and shoals in the Tigris, a

prelerence they share with Ea8les and Pi-dogs among others on
the edge of the Bund t)ools at Sheikh Omirr, Baghdad, blood from
slaughtered animals accumulates and the bath' is dominated by
Black Iiites, l)lilau: riii11ru,'. F)glptitn Yultulcs t\eolthrort
perenolten^), antl l)ied Crou's in tulIl, ttle lattel being in control
in August.

t95. IlooDLlD cRC)\\r.

('orau.s corone L.
eir uri - \1o

..Inr7rrl Oittes \t \/triloniu\ Iiltinschmirlt.

C & S.5 records.
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Unfortunately careful records of this species were not kept

to enalrle us to giiugt datt,s of iruilirl ard dclralturt'. I note them
as occurring at the end of November 4l and some still being at
llirghdarl on 1l \Ia1'4!, \\'hen lhe) \\'ele lreing chrrsed bl Rollers
t.('orrrciru ganulu.\'\,,\t Kut I s:rrr a pair itt Jussan on ?l October
1ll. This is uot f r frorn the hills.

North, 21 records.
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A comrnon resident in Kulrlistan esl,rccialll neirl villagcs, but
it is confined to the hills anrl I neYer sarr an)- south of the
Zakho Dohuk - Spilik line, lhough Wiiliamson reports four
from an olchiu'rl near'\[o-iul crn.'r Jarrualr'-i5. I sii\r some, ten rlriies
east of Kirkuk on the Suleimani.ya road. In the Seramadia district
i[ was not common in August only being seen at Hei-ss and a
party of 7 at Kiri on the Zab, which came to the river early in
the nrorning. At l'enjrvin it is cornrrron and the flocks in autLrrln
have re8ular fli8ht lines to and from feeding grounds. c60 roosted
in trees in Penjrvin village..{t Sinat on 17 Novernber 44, birds
were cau.irl8.

a
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arj - r11
106. RooK.

Cortus lrugilegus L.

G & S. 27 recolds.

RP,i,23456780
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The status of Rooks at Birghdarl and Kut u'as as described in
Ticehurst, but no birds u..ere recorded as seen in April.

First dates were :

20 October 45. Latiflyah (PNC), 26 October 45 BD. (PNC).
25 October 43. Kut, 26 October 45 Kut.

Last recorded:
24 March 46. (PNC) ,26 March 44 Kut.

Boswell records large flocks of up to 500 birds, tumbling and
twisting from the sky in thc r:vening with much noise, to con-
gregate like a black carltet on the old golf course at Al$/iyah.

After a short time the1, would all take off, near dusk and
flight to the river, presumably to drink before going to roost in
a date garden in Sa'adun.

c500 were seen fl1ing N\V nesr Baghdad at 11.00 a.m. on I
November 41. Rooks at Baghdad associatt'u'ith Black Kites (,llilozs
tniJlrtns) and Pied Crorvs (C. cororv ctpellurtus) and have favourite
mounds in open ground. Large nurnbers wele seen on sand sllits
and cliffs on the R. Diyala N.E. of Baghdad. The largest roosting
flock seen (c5000) was over the w-oods at Suweira: not to bc
compared rvith Meinertzhagen's flock of c193.000 at Khanaqin,
(Meinertzhagen 1924). Rooks occur rLt Bt'clrah (5 March 44). Prior
to roosting complicated evolutions tirke l)lace as seen in Starlings
(Sturnus) in Britain. A movement like a rippling carpet when on
the ground was seen, and also contplex evolutions over the roost
site.

Nonh. 6 records.
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Like Meinertzhagen I sow no rooks in the Kurdish hills from
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August - l\lar,:h, though thev occur infrequently on the l{osul
plain. These birds are mainl]- miSr'ant flocks in passage. First

iecorded at Salnrnil'ah near \Itrsul on 28 September 4/r and lBairl

on 2i October 4lr. Noied on the Khosal' on 30 December jr{ and on

the R. Khabur itt Zakho on lir \lrrrch 15. Nilliamson saw the

allir.al of -c(.\'L,ritl thousands tog..:lr,,r's'ith Jackdarvs (('. tttorcdula
ariti Slarl.rg. ',S/trrrruz.' cf lZa'.1 ' r,rr 10 \o\ernber 44. 'lhe]'wel'e
coming frorn thr (lirecl ',,t (,{ il "l'trlli :'h f l'onliel ilrrd grling I')SE

ovel the hill-s S. of Zrhho. '[' r'' ,r'a. :;6 hours sfter the fir'st fal]
of snorv ott tlt,: Gol'an a:rri Sloo,ri hill-r of Tutkel' On the 'llih
\overlber lalg' flocks rl?r'e I)a::::rlg ovei flosul in the forenoon'
\Ye had no evirlence of breedirtg.

197. JACKDA\\I. errr sr, - \1v
Cor.-us nton ula L.

C & S.2 records.
\\re have two records from Central 'lraq, though we saw it

rnuch more frequently with rooks; at Yusuflyah near BD. (9

December 43) tnd two at l(ut (2? November 45). These latter,
ccrtainll' *'anderers, were yer)' tame and vere driven ofr by a

Pied Clorv tC. c. c,rp'llrti', 'fl 's,'\'of the bird set'tllt'd to be
moleof a silverl sheer. Th "''r't'Iot seen altove Redtah torvat'ds
the frontier.
North. 13 records.www\vw lv w

t2345678910 1t t2
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In the \lo.ul ar'.a ther rrele lrrirlll'distributed in small num-
bers in the outer mountain fringes and on the \Iosul plain. It
r.,-as net s'ith at \losul in Novenrber and Januarl- and a flock was
seen on I Februarv. There rvele a few at Ashur on 15 April 45.
In the winter l;cal concentrations occur, a flock oi 120 being seen
at Mangesh in the snow on 30 Januar"v 45. None were seen in East
Kurdistan a[ Penjwin or at Choarta in autumn, though they oc-
curred ten miles out of Kirkuk on the Suleimanil'a road (21

November 44). In \la1' 44, 15 rvere seen at Wadi Jahnan, S. of
\Iosul, and 15 on the Rubar Kara near Shaqlarva, fi.om rvhich
district \rosper reports a flock of c200 in earlv August 13. None
\l'ere seen in the Amadia vallev or at Seramadia during August -September 44. Williamson reports many hundreds rvith flocks of
rooks (C. frugilegus) and starlings (Sturnw) at Zakho (10 Novem-
ber 44). We have no records of breeding.
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198. NIAGPIE. .i& _ \r^
Pica pica.

probably bact?iana Bonaparte.
G & S. lg records.

This bird has extended its range. Meinertzhagen (1924) notes
it on the Euphrates at Nasiril'ah. I sarv t*'o at Juamisa near
Suwcira (11 September 1r3), at Hafriyah near Aziziyah (21 February
1r4), and one at Husseini"vah, 12 miles from Kut, on 4 March 44.
In 1943 and 19114 I can vouch for there being none at Kut. When I
retutned to Iiut in 1945, three wer'c seen at Ilusseiniyirh (1i.r Novem-
ber), two in Kut itself (22 Novernber) and two between Kut and
Shadi. Evideutly it has spread down the Tigris recently as such
a bird is not Iikelv to have been ovetlooked in this rvell'rvorked
area in the 1914-18 *'ar. At Hillah I strv 50-60 on the grass bank
b1' the river at dusk on 20 September 45. Williamson rel)orts one
front Basrah in earlv surlmer (19rr5) irnd one from near Khorlam-
shahr on the left bank of the ShatlAl-Arab on 23 October 45. He
ad,l. lhal the.r arp not rommon;ri Basrah.

I)\C lepolts a nest with 4 r'oung at Baghdrid on 28 April 45.

North, 45 records.

In Kurdistan it is common and resident everywhere, both on
ihe \Iosul plain and in the \Y. Kuldish hills up to 60fD ft. at
least. It also is common at Penjwin and Choarta in the [last.
Driyin8 from Nlosul to Rorvanduz and l1a1'at and back on 10

Deccmber 41r, it was the commonest bild. It does not entirely
desert the more northern valle]'s in hard s'eather. South of Nlosul
eleven at Wadi Jahnan (5 May 44) and at Taza Khurmatli, S of
Kirliuk it also occurs. At Kirkuk it breeds, and a family of
juvr:niles there had a bare pirtch of green-yellorv skin behind the
beak. A nest in an orchard near N'Iosul lound on t9 Aplil 45 had
lrvo kinrls of eFBS, and, as rt pair of Great Sltotted Cuckoos wcrc in
the orchirld, I suspect it muy ltirve bcen ltaltLsitizetl

199. JAY.
Garrultts glandariu.s

North. 24 records.
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Dark-hearled .Ia1-s *'ere first noted at the end of Augusl 42
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in thick rvoodlanri near Penjrvin. They keep lairly high in the
hilts (3000 ft. anrl uprvards), courtship being observed on a

wooded surnmit (6450 ft.) above Diana in trlay 'i4. From \Iay to

September they are very shy and \rild and difftcult to observe.

In the rvinter thel' tnove do\Yn to wooded valle"Ys and passes:

zavita Borge (2800 fl.) being a favourite haunt. In winter they are

much tamer and more nunlerous where they occur. Even then,
they are local and on a trip from Elbil to Rayat in December 44,

onll' one Nas seen. Ii1' the end of \{arch thev begin to return to
the higher ground and there rverc some in the Amadia valley
on 3(t \Iarch .'15, thc'ugh they rvere absent again in N{ay 44. In
the rvooded 1'a!ley bct\ cen Gali AIi Beg and Barzan none were
seen nor heard on 2i Alrril 14. The)' nlost probabll' breed as thel'
are recorded for every month covered b1'this report (July - Ma]').
They do not occur below the Kuldish hills.

--\t fir-ct si8ht it look-s a verl' difrerent bird from the English
.Iay, bcine much grcl'er'. the lorvcr hall from back Y ew, bpinF,
when the folded wings cover the white upper tail coverts, com-
pletely black, u.ith a thin rvhite V mark on the lorver rvings.
and a dark tail. The cro\l'n \ras black and the side of the head
lvhite rvith a black malar stripc. 'fhere rr.as no visible crest. The
primaries and secon,larics rvere black rvith a thin u'hite speculurn
contairing a small patch of .Iar'-blue. The under tail coverts rvere
rvhite, as rverrr the runrp and ulrlrer tail co!'el'ts in flight. The
underpart-s u,ere a pale grey cinnamon, w'ith long fealhers on the
abdomen: and the lcgs were Brey brou'n. This description comes
from field notes made at PenjNin, rvhere it s'as l'ell distributed,
heing found on all rvoodcd heights above:)0t10 ft., and one or more
were seen on the summits of mountains climbed. A specimen rvas
eventually obtained for us h), Williamson at Zawita, a descriP-
tion of u.hich will be found in the appendix.

In ha-q a harsh call like its British counterpart. In March at
Rebaidi another call 'Kur-rvik-kur' Iike a coarse Curlew; and on
the I)iris Dagh one in the sarrre month rvarbling'. A courting
pair ploduced sorre tveird screeches $'hich I \\'ill not ventul.e
to reproduce verballl'. The bird exrmined in rvinter came nearest
trr descliptions of the race otictpillus, but no skins rvere available
for it to be determined.

a
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200. CHOIICH- . Jti:lt J.>t r-!t !,rJj - r, .
(' otac i o p!/rthocorair. (L).

North, 31 records.
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Clroughs vere (:ornmon in [hc Western Kuldish hills and
lri'obalrll blcrrl. Ilret rvt,rc n9t s('el sLluth of thr I)ohuk - Zakho
range of hills. Curiously [hey u,ere not found at Penj*-in (Au-
grrst - - Sepiembcr') nor trt Choarta (August) in Ilastern Kurdistan.
Thev u't,rc first seen by me irbuve Zakho on the Qala Tepe (4i12
ft.) on 8 \Tay 1r4 rvhere I susyrer:tt'd they \\ere breedin8. The birds
were indulging irr aerial evolutions with a Swilt llicroptu allinis.
Thev rvt,r'e also se(in ir XIaI at Shalarrish (3in)0 ft.) where I irgain
sus|e(led breeding in [he lirecipices below the village, and in the
l}lvarrduz (iolgr. At Sclarnrrdia there rvcrt,ut flrst isolatcd prrils
(lS-:3 August). Later, numbers incretsed but the birds were still
ir lrairs. On ir Selrtomber a big flock rvits Ioctrted near Dergini,
of lirO birds, of which many still flew in pairs.

Tllroughout thc u'inter they rvcre seen in small numbers,
usuallv pair-s ,throughout the alea (Khennis 12 October, Shara'
nish - Sinat area (15 Noveml)er), N{ar Yakoub (29 January 45)

\langesh (31 .lanuary), Aqra and I)iris Daglr (3-6 March 45).

Scvcral flocks of c10 were seen at Rilleh in the broad valley of
the Oreat Zab. The"v occurred on the snou'ficld of Seramadia, as

well irs ir the vallt'y belorr,' (18 \Ialch) and a Iarge flock c200

was see[ at Ilarnalni in the evening of 3t Nlatch. N{y last !ie\'
was of 47 at Ileyzan on 26 April 1r5.

The rclation-qhip of the birds, in pairs, and between birds in
the gregarious roosting flocks provides an intere-sting study.
SmirlJ feeding parties ri'ere seen on plough, and \Villiamson
repol'ts the interesting cilse of one cau8ht up in a huge flock of
nrigratirrg rrrolis (('ortrrs fntailegrtsl, jackdaws (C. ttutvdu,lo) attd
,stal'lings lslzrnrzs) at Zakho on 1l) November /r4 (11.v. untler Ilookl.

2OT. ALPINE CHOUGH.

Coracia pynhocorac gracuJus.

North. 21 records.
w w ww w
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I first suspccled these bilds inhabitcd Kurdistan when u'an-
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dering round the mourrtain foltress of Amadia at 4.3t1 a.ln., I sarl'
a chough rvith red less al'ld t stra\ )'ellow bill like a blackbird,
float b.v. Iloswell sau'them at Seramadia in July 43, and from
15 August - 8 Scpternber 44 these birds on their morning flights
flom their roost, passing over our camp at Seramadia in numbers
ranging up to 200. The dsy to day notes give an interesting picture
of some of their daily movements.

15 August, 55 flevr oler camp at 0800 hrs.
16 -{ugust, 135 fle\\' over camp at 0745 hrs.
17 .\ugu-st, l1? fle\ oycr camp at 0745 hrs.
19 ,\ugust, \Torning flight as usual from roosting precipices

to feeding grounds on the southern slopes of Ser.
20 August, N{orning flight at 0730 hrs.
?1 Au8ust, Sonre on clags of ]It. Perasu\\,a in late morning.
::l .\ugu,rt, Flving lorv o\-er camp at 0i30 hrs. There ma1'

have been ?00. I counted 110 and then stopped.
2i .\ugust, c200 over at 0i40 hrs.
26 August, Morning flight flom roost disjointed, and not sr-r

regular.
3 September, The routine flight from the roost is more

broken u1r. 22 at 05.15 hrs., c50 a.t 0730 hrs.
4 September, No big fl1' past.
5 September, m oyer. at 0555 hrs. In the forenoon 200 in a

flock near Dergini. Thev rose 2000 ft. towards us in a
lhermal and lhen started aerobatics. In flight like cross-
bows. Mostlv the"v fl1'rvith legs dangling dorvn 'retracting
the undercarriage' momentarily u'hen pulling out st thp
end of a dive.

6 September, None seen or heard at time of morning flights
8 September, Only two in the morning.

9-13 Selrternber. None seen.

The lecords indicate that. compared x'ith the Common Chough
(C. pyrrhocoror\, the flocks rvere integrated at an earlier dale
and the daill. flights shorv that the roostin8 flight and ma)' be
lhe site of the roost, rrere altered at the beginning of September,
possibll l)rior to moving off to rvinter quarters. No large flocks
rvere met with in the winter. The recording of the morning flight
\f,'as an easY rratter.

Thev have a high pitched rippling call like a Babblcr
(Craleropus\ and much resembling a distant referee's u'his e. As
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soon as I heard this I steppcd out of my tent to inspect the fly-
past. Williamson saw 3 in conglomerate clifrs Sout|- of Zakho
aud 20 feeding in fields outside Zakho (t0 November 44). On the
same day c20 nere noted in the composite rook flock (cit sup
under Book). I sarv 2 between Sinat and Derashish (17 November),
a few in the snow fleld covering Seramadia (18 March 4b) and
two near Harik in thc ,\nradia valley (30 March 4b). I would
describe their status as beir,g probably a resident, Iocally abundant.
Not hitherto recorded lrorn 'Iraq.

Family PARIDAE

r{)2. GItlrAT TlT. J..' dri _ y.r
Por?t.e tnajor L.

North.3l records.
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Confirred to Iiurdist;rrr, thele itle no lecords further south

lltan the river-jungle ;rI Eski Kelek. Near Penjwin it was found
irt lhe 5,in)0 ft. cr)ntor]l , i1 st'irrL oak on ]Tt. Kishii(lar, rvas cotn-
Itr,rrI ott the Ilirzar' \lliir tiirlti ft.) and in \\.ood0d heights and
rrrr'harrls al)oyr l'rrr.i\\irr lill;rgo. 'lhcsc ltirrls harl a grey white
lriLtch on lhe rrrr1rr,. thc lli:hr,;r's ai'ron'rvas less visible and the'r
ayrlreai'crl smlllu'thur orrl lililish r.]l,,:e, P. ntajor neu:toni. "lhe]1
irlso occurrcd at Choalta irr -\ugust 45. In Mav 44 none were found
orr the (lala Tcpr. trlxrvc Ziiliho. liut they $'ere singing in the
Iiowanduz Borgo (l1r \{ity anrl ahovc Diana (6650 ft.). With LonS-
lailed l.lcgithnlo. c4utl tlt', irIld lllLrc 'fils (P. trarulezs) theY
u'cle foutrrl in l.oorltrl sclulr oak glades below Seranradia in Jull-
1ll, (Bosrvcll) arrrl August (16-il0 August /r1r). In the winter small
rrrrrnhels \yel'e seen in the nrountirirr passe.s (Zil\\'ita, Rageira),
Slrirranish (li \rrveurlrllr, \lirr Ynkoub (?9 Januar.v) and thev
wrlc frcrluent irr ihc srrou' at \{ang{.sh (30 .Ianttir|v 1r5) and u'erc
llnrlaill r'ccolcllrl ihrlngh \lalch irrrrl -\1uil rrherr nr1' s'ork look
rrrc 1o thtr rnounlirins. Lr tlrc r-tllr,!' betrvor:n .\madia -- Harik
/:l0 llal'chl thel rvt,r't, llrt lorrrrrorr.st oi the Tits and from 6th
-\larch ons'llds bilrls u'r,i,r .insing Gencrali,v the)- al'c not as

r,)nunon a,r Rlrrc'I'its ll'. .epttl,'u.) irrrtl keegr more to thc Scrub-oah
l-rxrrllaurl. antl I onlr .irr.,' llr,,nt irt treelcss r-allr'1-. duling hald
s'eirther'. It is likelr- lhtt tlrtl brecd. Citlls heat'tl: iL musical
'tchu'cez-;ri' (,\rrgust)'u,re ou-wee' (Septcmber).

I
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:03. BLUIr Tl',l'.

Purus caeruleus L.
North. 38 r'ecords.

\irjr liei - r'r

1!:t.t

At Penjwin in east Kurdistan Blue Tits werc seen throughoul
rny stay from 28 August - tg Septembel' i? in scrub-oak rvood-
land at sufficient altitude. On ouc occasicttt they were found in rvil-
torvs in the Penjwin river valley. At Choalta juveniles were
present in mid August 4b. Bosrvell records them for Setamitrlia in
July and remarks that their colour is 'more rvatery than Pazzs
c. obscurus', and they were frequent in the woods from 16

.,\ugust - 11 September 44; though less apparent in September
unless one happed on a liarty. Between 12 October 14-30 March
45, they were frequently recorded in small nurnbers mainly in
[he mountains as at Zawita and Bageirtr u,here they 'lr'ere the
commonest Tit, at Shalanish (common 16 No\'cmbcr), \langeslt,
Aqra Dagh, Piris Dagh, Billeh and in tho -\rnadia vtllul u.htrc
they were l&st seen. They also wander dorvn tlre livcls irrlo the
Nlosul plain and rvere recorded in wintel on the llaqarl Su, at
Eski Kelek, and in tamarisk jungle b""" the Tigris at l,tosul (9
February) when the weather was hard in the hills. I never saw
them in April 45, nor in M&y 44, though I s'as uroving about tho
hill areas then, and suppose their status to be much like that of
the other tits: breeding locally in 'Iraqi Kurdistan at suitable
altitudes, but re-inforced by Turkish birds in the winter. Song
was first heard on 6 March 45. In hard rveather they join flnch
flocks.

?04. SOT4BRI' TIT.
Parus lugubris Ternminck.

North. 2l records.
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I fii'si carrtr on thcse rnediuirr siztrd I'ils irt u'oodlirnd of corn
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paratil'ely tall -scrub-oak at the foot of Iiishadar.a Nlorrntain in the
[)t'itjrvin valley (17 Se1:rlerrrber. ,il), and il that district they proverl
('oInInon in wl)odlands. In lTirl' 19/r/r ltirrlies of ir-6 Lilrls \rel'e -sacl
in thc boulilel stleu.n scrulr srunr)tits of (.)alir Tel)e l.,il1? ft.) abovc
the Zakho golge and in lrine rvoods in ihe Zax'ita gor.ge (11 \la)
.'rlrl. .\t Selatrarlia in ,\rrgLrst thel u'cle onll' found in the steep
rvoodcd gorge of the Gr.cat Zab at Kiri. l,'rom Novrrnber to Apr.il
4i1 the)' went lecorded fr.onr ;r varietl, of places in the mountains
itround Zaklto,,\ntailia,,\i1r'rr and tsillch and on thc Slrilik Pass,
irrrri flnallv irr .\Lrgust thcr tYeIe the iirrncst itnrl rrtost fr.erlueni
sttt;r1l lrasserirrt: in a ltetrr-grove on a hill above Choalta.

Thcii stirtus is that of a characttrristic bird rif the Kurdish
srruh-oak l'otrriland. Prolt;rlrh. they r.etirc into thc higltel rvoodt:rl
vitllrl-s rrt,aler ihc Tulki,.h fr.ontiel for. the breeding season, or
lernain on rvooclctl surrrilits and gor.ges in the southeln ranges;
rrrtl then splL,rrl oul into lllc warrnel vallel-in autumn.

ln build thcv are conl)art trrrd ltctr.ocn a Glcal irnd Blue Til,
in sizc. Thc lrlack and \\,hiic aleas ou the head ntck and throa[
itrc stronglr' crintlastecl giving an unrrislakaltle picrl a1,1tealancc,
l'hile the tetttirirrcler of tlrc lrlunrage is a light glev Irlorvn above
anrl ir cltitn rvhiie br:lorv. I,'Lrll rlesclilrtiorrs ftorrr ir specirtrrrr
olrlirined ut llirgr.ila on l:l Noverul){)l' .t.i u,ill }re forrnd in tht:
irlrlrendix. Irr blhar-iuul tlrt'r'irlc boltl irrrtl at tinrrs rroisy bilds,
.jrrirring s'in1,,r flol!is rrf I.rLrniings, Iirrches. Blrre irnd Gri,ilt
Tits in lhe halii s'cathcr'1l'el)r'uar')'4irl..\t this tirnt thel- fecd o

iot on the Bround ilmong rlt:ari leaves, irnd ale the last birds to flv
when disturbcd.

,\t Choaltrr rvhere I hird time to r'"'atch them, lhey were fl'e-
rlrrerrI in lrartirs of foul or' fir'e, whirh lll&y have been lamily
lrarties (.{ugust /ril). Thev fcd on the ht,irils of thistles, rvere fontl
of hor.ering irlrtrt -iix inches over thc rvater of a lxrol in oul
rrrruntain currrlr situatr,d in a lrear'-gror.r.. Irt tert'iloliitl squabblos
tlrtl hoI irrglilr.aliorrt frrrrr tlig li' 1\\'ig. fiul,ilrg \\'irss iu!(l

l,lflirri{ Lrut irll ft,irthos. (}rr iltr tolrs tlri'r ltolr llolt ttvig to tlig,
rrl hop 'alxrut ltrln' on theil ol,n trvig, lnd one tloing this rvas
oltsuttd lri lirkr, ntr loticc rrl it Slurltrrl lall'catcher, rrtt the sittttt'
Irorrgh. \\Ihr:rr lror.erer rrnolh0r' of its slrocit's at'tivcrl, it holtlrtrl
i,ru'arrls it. gi\in1r I shiu lr '( lrir'r'ulr' rrtrtl r"tctttrtitllr rltlrp iI asa).
The tail is oftcr flicked antl tht'head cortstatttly tutning. .\ vatietl'
of call-s rvlls rr'r'oltlcd, of rvltit:it rlttails ate givett belou';
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Penjwin (September') :

A soft rolled ripple catl belore the 'tchah' of a Tit. Also

& preliminar"v'su-su-see-chaazzer', the preliminarl' phra-se

heing sometimes rippled. Once. \hen iI ten'itorirrl dispute

developed, it gaye vent to a rvild burst of calls and rvhistlo"
like a Blackcap (Sybiu atricapilla\.

zakho {}{a!') :

Dohuk

Chattering and a shrill 'tsisisilip', and also 'Ter+her-
wee'.
Zakho (February) :

In winter flock of flnches, a loud 'tscltiit'.

Ghoarta (August) :

(a) Short soft harsh trilling 'chun' which I considered
might be a recognition call.

(b) A louder call with the trill broader used in challeng-
ing intruders and singing at them.

(c) 'Chiup' preliminary to the 'trill-churr' recorded at
Peniwin,

(d) A soft sibilant 'sis' when foraging. Probably the basis
of the winter flock calls of Zakho.

The birds became notice&bly noisy in the last days of March.

?05. I,ONG.TAII,FJD TIT.
.4eoith tl os coudatus lL'. +ljt .f,rl -ijJj - Y.o

North. 14 records.

wwwww
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In the Kurdish mountains in political 'lraq the Lons-Tailerl

Tit is considered to be mainlv a t'in1er .rranderer and though it
no doubt breeds on some surrrrnits, the parties met $'ith in Nfav
/Qala Tepe above 3000 ft. 8 \fav tlr: Rorvanduz Gorge. common in
Darties 14 Mav 44) are probalr)r cornposed of non-breeding bir.ds.
I first saw a fart], among bush-covcred crngs on thc limestonc
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sulnnrit of a nrountain itt Penjwin; u0xt door $,as the eyrie of a
(ilillorr Vultule \Gyps lu.b?ls). ThL,se lrilrls, which \yith short toiis
rrray har.e bci:rr birds of tht-. yoar, had a wlritc cotonitl sl,l.ipe, groyish
LiLek and a black sllot on the throat. ,\t Choarta, also in south-etrst
liulclistan, fir'st rvinter birds u.-ere seen in parties on the wooded
slolres arounrl the cam1t. 'l'hese bil'ds itlrvays Iook 'uritiriy' and a
lirrnily of juvurrilcs came to feed at oul' l)ool in the carrrp. Thelc i;
tlr'l little pirrli rltout this race. Foraging parties, sorrrc rvith young,
\\rre seen in s-ooded slopcs alound Seramadia frorn 16-30 August
.ii, trrd Bosrvell rellolts thcm in this area in mid.lrrlr'(13), rvhiic
Vtrsper notctl 'glry-bleasted bilds rvith shabby plumage' near
liorvarrduz in late July - August (.13). In the winter 1944/45 at
\losul, tt'o lurrties u,cle sceu irr snorv trt Mangesh lrcy-ond Dohuli
illl .Iarru r')'.i5l irrrl three bilds on the Zakho Pass (18 Februarl)
lrirrl ir crt,iLnrl r'oloral stli1rt,. bliick spot on breasl, rnirntle gtey',
rrrrd u'ith ver"v ljtlle ciunarrrun on tllc wilgs. They rvr:r'e also seen
al Suwalr. Tukir (17 Nlarch) and at llebaidi (I8 Nlarch 45). No
specirnens l'.rrtr obtained. Thc calls did not diffcr from Europeal
lrirds. Prcsurrubl.r the birds \yere lcpllronotus or alfnzs. Not

1,r'r,t'iou-11 ri,cur',le,l f t'om 'It'u'1.

206. PENNULINE TIT.

Remiz pendulbru.s (l),

North, 4 records.

w

;.,, - Y'.1
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Small parties inhabited the scrub on the R. Zob near Quwair
irnd a specimen was obtained (as rvas a Great Bustarrl I,Otis tardu)
lhat day by thc same Sunl 2: OctL,ber 44). A ferv lound on thi:
Ilirqilq Su notth of \Iosul (9 \oyerrber' 1r4) and theY Nele seen itt
llces at Aqra (14 April 45) and on the Dohuk stream (il orl 8 April).

None were seen in southorn or central 'Iraq. Thcir status in
the north can only be gtressed at. It may be a I'irttet visitor as

ii. keeps to thc rivers rvltich are the rnigration lirtes for many
wintering birds, and the only rval'through the hills, but the birds
ili Aqra \Yere away from riYers.

t23 4 5 6 7 8
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Family SITTIDAE

207, CONIMON NUTHATCH

Sitt& europaea L.

North. 17 records.

J.lJ! jjr, - Y.v

www
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Probably resident in suitable wooded localities in the hills.

First encountered in Penjwin in September in oak woods at the
foot of Kishadara Mountain (17th September 49). It was quite
common here where there were trees of sufrcient height. In May
44 I found them in low scrub-oak (4'6") at Pirman and again in
the Rowanduz gorge; but none wers seen near Zakho, Dohuk or
Amadia therr.In August 44 they were present on the Suwara Tuka
pass, and frequent in wooded glades around Seramadia &nd on
the Great Zab at Kiri. From 12 October - 25 April 45 they were
commonly met with at such suitable localities es Sheikh 'Adi,
Sharanish, Mangesh, Aqra and Piris Dagh, on which Iatter moun-
tain they were common and calling by 6 March, Calls hea,rd
resemble those of the British bird and included the 'whitt-whitt
etc.', & soft'sit'and & very weal( 'see'.

The birds seen seemed small and had short bills. One watched
in a pear Brove on a hill by Choarta would run down a tree and
while clinging to the bole with his cl&ws, probe in the soil with
his beak. In contrast to the Rock Nuthatches, with their noisy
mobite parties, birds of this species do not wander far during the
day from their abode. The Choarta birds had pale bufi underparts
with slightly more rufous under tail coverts and flanks. One in
M&rch on the Piris Dagh had very chestnut flanks. Specimens
are desiderala-

208 & 209. ROCK NUTHATCHES. dJi.rr !u-Jr !!il, _ y.r9 t.^
(1) Large Rock Nuthatch. Sitto tephrornta.
(2) Small Rock Nuthatch. Sitta neumayer.

There are two kinds of Rock Nuth&tch in Kurdistan, the one
large and noisy, the other smaller and not quite so noisy. Un.
fortunately no specimens were ohtained.

I



il Largc Rock.Nuthatch.
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It is resident &nd must breed in Kurdistan, though no nests
\ /or0 found.

(3) Small Rock.Nuthatch.

www
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This was less frequently identifled and I believe it to be the
It'ss common of the two. It wirs certainly breeding in the Sulaf
(ioarge nea| Anradia (18 March 45).

As these birds are of some interest, full fleld notes are ap-
pended. In some cases there was no opportunity to establish which
species rvas plesent in a locality and such records are indicated
ts Rock-Nuthatch, unspecifled.

Small Rock-Nuthatch 14 August 45. Choart&.
The black eyestripe is not heavy and ends at the eye. The

under patts are all dead white with faint bufr washing on under
tail coverts. Smaller. Not such long neck or long bill. Bobs in the
same way. But call 'khwieia' harsh like a fighting cat and the
'churrp' lighter than Large Rock-Nuthatch prolonged and slowing
down towards end. Flies readily into trees, behaving on the trunk
like a common nuthaich. Legs grey, bill grey, upper mandible
deeper but not beyond occiput. Made deep bows from a crouching
liosition with beak on ground to bittern-like upright stance. all in
one sharp movement.

(Specirren of S. rupicola in Rritish Museum had W. 73).

ll June 44. Rock-Nuthatch unspec. A pair seen in the sand-
stone outcrop of the Hazir River near Mosul catching and
eating grasshoppers. (Williamson).

Late July - August 43 Rowanduz area. Vosper assumes the
Large Rock Nuthttch to be the common Nuthatch of the
rockface, noisy in its chattering call or plaintive cry.
The eyestripe in most cases was very broad, though one
bird had but a narrow one. The amount ol chestnut under
the tail and on the flenks varied considerably. The birds
appe&red to move in parties which miSht easily have been

families though I never sow any young.

i8s
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tz October 44. Sheikh 'Adi. Large Rock Nuthatch. Wooded
mountain valley and Limestone Bor8e at Bavian.

15 November 44 Zakho neal Sharanish Islanr. Large Iiock
Nuthatch.

16 Noyember 44. Sharanish-Perakh. Large Rock Nuthatch.
j.7 November 44. Sinat. Rock Nuthatch. unspec. Assyrian

NUQRA.
29 January 45. Mar Yakoub Monaster,"- (3ff)0 ft. I-ar8e Rock

Nuthatch.
18 March 45. Amadi&. Bedaidi. Small Rock-Nutltatches going
3 Merch 45. Aqra Dagh. Large Rock Nuthatch.
6 March 45. Piris Degh. Rock Nuthstch unspec. in gorge.

18 March 45. Am&di&. Behaidi. Small Rock Nuthatches going
into flask shaped nests on overhanging slopes of rock.

24 April 45. Ha.rir. Cave Large Rock Nuthatch.
25 April 45. Barz&n. Rock-Nuthatches unspec.
14 August 45. Choarta. (S.Fl. Kurdistan). Large Ilock Nu-

thatch. Black stripe through eye goes well back down neck
making the neck seem longer than in the Small Rock Nu-
thatch. Under tail coverts rufous and flanks pale rufous. It
flew into e tree. In flight wings rattle like a partridge. Will
st&nd on ed8e of rock legs wide apart and lean right dou,n
vertically over edge. Sh&rp bobbing up and down. A very
angular bird end gaunt. From the froni lhe wings appear
'attached'. Calls: Initial call announcing trrival a rapid
chattering trill which soon broadens into a more liquid
bubbling 'under-water' call; frequently followed by a
jarring harder note of great variety".

(This bird resembled the type specimen in British
Museum of. Sitta n7umoy?r kurdislanica from Mar Yakoub
N of Dohuk W. 90-94).

i,arge Rock-Nuthatch.
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Family CERTHIIDAE

?r0. \\r.{LL Ottut PDR. L'D _ rr.
7'icL,t,lron,r muru o (L).

It rrtr-c rlelighful to flntl this bird in the rvild and precipitous
gorge lcadirrg u1r to Sinat, the rrrLrst north-rvestcrly village on the
'Iraq - Trrlkish fi'ontiel. It wil-c sl)otted as a black and *'hite
liild rrn a face ol a lrrccipice Nith grey crou'n and mantle and
it s'hilt, chirr. The clirrrson on tlre rvir.rg cor.erts l-as only visible
\\.ith glrs-rrs. Col. \\'rrllis lin lill.r irfornrs me that he saw one
at Diauir lrer oncl the lioNilnrluz gol ge on ?5 December 44. The
l)ass a('r'oss the I'iris I)agh irbove Billeh seerned to be a suitable
habital. but nonc \\'erc seen. The most surlt'ising record is of one
st,en Il- Boss'tll on the luinerl .\rch of Ctesilrhor),rcar []itghdad
on 17 l,'ellluar'r- .'r8 rvh jch girr.e rnagn ificent views. Anywhere less
)ikely to prorlule ir \\'all-Cleelrel llritn ihe flat dcsert arouncl
llaghd;rd could hardl) be imagiued; but Ciesiphon is in fact onll,
l:10 miles rvest of lhe Pusht-i-Iiu mountirins over the Persic.l
frontier and Ticchurst (1936) records one orr the ruins of Nineveh
irt ]Iosul in Janrrarv rvhich is 3i) miles as lhe Ticlndronn flies
Irorn I)ohuk u.herc it also occurs (Ticehurst op. cit.).

Family PYCN0NOTIDAE

:1I. \\:IIITU-tr],\ IIED I]UI,RUL. .}* - r\r
P t.nottolut Ieucoti9 Go[ld.

lrrolnlrlv tnt'so polt'tt it Ticchurst,
c&s.

Thcre is no cvitlcnce of the extension of the range of this
r:orurnorr bild of south and central 'lraq. East of Kut they extend
to Zolbatiyah near the Persian frontier. PNC records nests in
\la-v anil June in Euphrates l'oplar, N{ulberrl', Orange bushes
liucalyptus and usually Date Palms.'I'here was a nest at Baghdad
ivith three eggs on lir Jul1' 42. A ferv notes on habits are included,
since lhis bird comes to be taken for Sranted in 'Iraq, and it is
just such a common specics that is best suited for careful study
of behaviour. They are botd bircls, lrerching on wi]'es or in trees,
chalacteristicalll' perching at atr arrgle and '"vith crest erected
(October) usually in conspicuous positions. Birds at Basrah in
october rvere in a loosc congt'cgalion of c20, some chasing each

other irr squabblcs duling \\'hich the call (q.v.) is lepeatcd three
,,r' four times rvithout halt. In one srluabble a bird flerl' up ofl



?12. WREN.
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tlre ground, r'ouDd and then dorvn again. -{s it did this it flashed
its olange-l ellorv vent patch. Thcv holr on the ground. The tail
i. firlrrtrl slightll iu flight. .\o -rltccial loo-rting behaviour s'as
obscr'\'ed. Sonf.s and calls heal'{l inclutle a quiet bubbling,
chucJiling song frorn the sha<le rrf 1r;tlnts" lOctober; "two sharp
uolos s'ilh erll)hasis tin the first, thtu 'ottg firllirrg arvav s'ith
slrort, rour)rl s'irlbles" lo(tol)rri. Irritial n,rtes of song nlal' be

relit,ated foul or' fivc times rvithout rnsuing song (Octoberl. Has
r halsh angr'1' ciill: 'Tchak, Trrhirk' Sings ott glttutrl, lrttched, ot'

in short fliBhl-{. -\|ril sorrg iBaShdadl a Irlliid bul)blinB and a

velv protlucted 'chip chop' -song. Seen to pirddle in ditches rvith
IripJ,,ons antl rvirders.

Family TROGt0DYTIDAE

( !q ) jG:rjr atJ-l- - r\ y

Troglodytes ffoglodytes (L).

North. 20 reoords.
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Wrens were found throughout Western Kurdistan from 12

November - 25 April 45, being most ebundant in snowy weather
rt Mangesh near Dohuk (31 Janu&ry 45). They were recorded as
singing 17 November at Sinat, and then again on the Baqaq Su
on 1l March 45. They occur near streams in gorges and mountain
valleys &nd in scrub by rivers on the plain (Gomel Su, Baqaq Su,
Great Zab, Hazir R). Only once rr/&s one seen at Mosul, in tama-
risk scrub (9 February). In Eastern Kurdistan they v/ere seen
east of Kirkuk in typical Ammoperdiz country. Small numbers
r.r,ander further south and one w&s seen &t Baghded on l5 Feb-
ruary 42 in an Alwiyah garden and another in January 41.

Family CINCLIDAE

?t3. DIPPER. ,ut e.l.; - Y\t

Cinclus cinclus (L).

North. 2 records.

A Dipper was seen in the Berserini Gorge between Ra1'at and
Iio\randuz oD 10 December 4,1. -\nothL'r. I $'as surprised to find irl
the Sulaf golge neal Atnadia on :11 \larch 4i), frequentil1g a tunt-
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Lrlirtg rnountain stleam onll r lerv feet acloss. It was moving
ul)strr'irrri anrl ss'irrrrrrirrg il lrools. Tlte hoarl was chocolate
bt'orvrt, the \\'ilrt-{ jlad a firre [irllirig, and tlrc bl.east bantl rl.as
ttot lrlorvn .\s il lulurit bul rlriirritely dalker., though not black.
It itlrlreuls to be arr unco[)motr u,intet visitor to l(urdistan.

Family TURDIDAE

!I4. \IISTLE-THIII]SH,
'I urdus ritcitorus L.

North, 1l records.
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llistle Thrushes ale cer'tailrl\ rvinter visitors in small nurnbers
to thc liurdish rnourrtirins, beirrg lilst Iecorded at Za\\,ita on 12

Novtrrrtbr:r 44 rrherr sorrre lillircrr \\'crr seen, rrrd they were last
[oted at FIarir irnd ljarzan orr :]; ,-\lIil 45. I]y :10 January tlte"v
\yrl'o sin8ing arrd florrt thun oiirvrri'tls the tlar-tller going ft'uttt
Dohuk to.\matiiiL or frolr,\,lra trr []illeh rvrrulrl be sule to heat
Ihril rllou.sl' wl)istling..\r'ourrrl Siritt t]rey plefer open country,
not being seen in stcep woodcd golges or narlow valleys.

It is likcl-v thiit thcl bteerl.

2I5. SONG .THRUSH.

Turdus ericeloruz Turton.
(probably pltilomclos, Btehm.)

G&S.9records.

ii,F i;..- - Y\o

9t0tt
Ilecorderl, usurLIIy in tlos, frour I Decerrlber (42) to 18 A1)ril

(42) at Baghdad. At Kut only a single bird irr a tuigt'ation stream
wts seen, on 14 April 44. In Baghdad they u'ere froquent in dense

fluit groves in March.

North, ll records.
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An e&rly migr&nt w&s 8€8n at Kiri on the Great Zab beyond
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Seramadia on 31 August 44. Birds leached the }losul plain by
?:l Novembcr' 41r and were conlrl,oll ill scrub jungle on the river
courses until 11 \Iarch ,'rir. During tlris periorl none rvere seen in
the mountain areas. The)- ale rel'.\' slll', as \laclalen also notes;

trrd some on the Baqaq Su had a cul'ious haliit c,f hiding in a

caLvity or hole under rocks at)[l |u|1ting out one after another
rvhen distur'l-rt,rl. (cf. belttrvioul of toosting Blacklrilcls i,'l'. ltLcrulu).

One lvas scerr at Kilkuk on 9 \Iat i lt .ir-r. There arc no rccords from
I'errju-in or CI)oal'ta fol tlte auturtttt. .\ spccitncrl rvas obtained at
\losul on.1 Jar)uar)' 45. It had the \\'ing 1?2, tarsus 31.5, bill
frorn frontrl fclrthels, 15. The rufous tinge rr'as not on the flanks
;rnd did not exterid to the throat. I consideled it to be subsp.

thilomelos frorr. the de-.criptions in the handbook.

:16. BLACK-TI{RO.\TIID THRUSII. gjr ,rt5- r.- - r\1

Tunlus rt(icolli: Pallas.

At Ieast orrt,pail flequented .\lu'i1-ah lRaghdadT fronl Decem.
llel to Februirr]' /r2, I fir's[ sirrv i.hcrll on 8 Jarruary. On 9 Januarl-
lirswell repo|trd one frolll Daourlilirh irntl I srrrv a further female
on the Kallarlat \'Ilriarn side of the river {19 Febluary). Another
lrir ir rvas seer orr 25 Feb|uar1' {f in -\lrvi.r ah. BeIor.rd these I have
uo lecords frorD Kut or lrom the no|th. Like othcr Thrushes here,
it is a quiet Llird. A ctll 'chuk chuk' like a liiirrg O:uzel ('l'. t()tqu(-
///.!) \ irs healrl. One l-atched cle1rl irbout flos't,r ireds ui,irl shmLr
ll(,(lges and flrl' up to 1rt,r'r:h in a tlt,e rvhelt iL lllos-erl close a1r-
ploach. In size it seerns srnall fol a Thrush and the first one I
saw I thought rt first to ]re a 'start'. Field dcscliptions of a male
an(l a female are to be found in thc appendix.

: Ii. BLACKBIRD.

Turdus nlcrula L.
C & S.7 recolds.

BB
ll t2r

At Baghdad our records agl.cc \ith the prolisional status in
'l'icehurst (op. cit.). Single birds rvere lecordcd usuall]' in dense
cover or in gardens from 24 Noynmher - 7 ]\rlfll'ch. A male of a

BBB
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l)illr'\\'0s Silrgint ox 25 I'eb|rriL|r .11 itt;.U a.lr. . llut \\'ith a weaker
:orig tilan that of the Blitisir lri|d. lt $'iis not seen at Kut until
l9.i; \1llen a Drale \-as folllr(l irt llusscini\,ah (15 Norembcr.). Thi-,
i'orrl)trcs interestingiy u'ith tlrLr l)rr:sence of }lagpies (Pita) also
in the -\mir Rabia's olchurds at Ilusseinivah.

North. .10 records.
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[,'rom \orembcl to \Ia1'therc are abundant recolds both fr'om
\losul and the plains and fi'om lomote mountain villages arrd

1,as:es. In Norember the;' rvere mosl, abundant at Bageira above
I)ohuk in the scrub on thc stcop sirlcs of a closely \yooded vall(ry
irrrd in the rivcr jungle at llski Kcli,li. [irst recorded singing ol
li-r lpril 45 at Berzan. Bosrvr,I rccolds them at Scrmamadia and
Vosper at Rowanduz during .l ulv (413) and they $'ere in the wood-
crl valleys of the formel district tluring August anii Septernbcr'
i1:r). On the R. Zab at I(iri sorne 20 rvere l.atched stealthilv
llossirrg the river one ut ir lirlc io loost il trees and in tamarisk.
.\l l)L,rril'in. ir August irl(l S(,lrllrll)rr', lhcrc rvele a fes' il trrLrrls
rrrrd olchalds in the lallel's. Tht'v irlso occuned in loclil' situ;r-
lions, whel'e one s.ould expect to find lting Ouzels l?. loralutrltt\.
oue sulirll palty of c8 on the surrrrnit ol Hazar'lIaia (7800 ft.)
5fcmcd to be migrants. It was irlso lecol'ded floru Choartr ill
.\ugust 4.-r. It is likely thal sr.rme lrails bleecl in the mountrrins.

II8. ROCIi - THRUSH.

llonlicol{t satulilis (L).

,ri,.Jl a;e- - Y\A

'lhree records of passage nriglants refer to Baghdad (26 Ifob-
lrrirr]'.'12; fcrnale 23 Alrril rr!; fcrrtaltr ? N'lar' {2i, s.}rile Mai:lanrtt
lrird a singlc male at Hindiyah ol { April 1r3.,\s the feuale rrtily
l,Lrzzlt observers, a few poirts mir)' be descl'ibed. It appeat's a
tr,rv balred bird, l'ith head anii back EJlcl'brorvrt, and belorv [he
grounri coloul is blou'n, tins,,rl ntlous. Besiiles hat's. it rtlrlrt'iLt.
.trt-.akcd below especially on llrfr)us flanks. The chestnut tail and
rrDIcr tail covcl'ts seen in fliglrt irlt rliagtto:tir: fot a llit'rl of llris
.izc. the tail being flashcrl lilic lli'dstrrr"t /P//,'rrl1i.u/i/\ \\'l){'rr
llvirLgl off. -\ slightly' lralc orbital ritrg s'as rrotice(I. Lis dalk,
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lcBS light bro*'n, bill dull blorvn. lt rvas silent, ferching in bushes

and on srnall eminences on the gtound: and its \Yay of stretching
up its neck and general ultright liosture suSsest a Thrush or
Chat immediately.

Irl tlle North it too -qeems lo lttt t lrassage migrant. Boswell
sitrv iL fine IniLIe at Seranradirr ll(i ,lult 1r3) and I sarv five in the
same locality on I September 44.

!19. BLUE ROCK-THRUSH.

.ll otlt itol o .ro1llariz.r \Iiillc,.
North. l6 r'et'olds.

'trtt )t .dt a:.' - Y \ 1

\v \vww \\r w
I ?34 56789 t0 11 12
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Only lecolded lrom Kurdistan rvhere it was most in evidence
irlound Seltruradia from Jull' to Septcnrber. It probably breedi
lhi.re irs Bosrvell sarv trvo comc of a crack in the rocks th€rc ol)
1;.lul.v and I sarv man1" juvtrilr,s on mountain peaks. It rvas
singing on I Seltember 44. Thr,1'lilie to sit perched uplight likc
\Vheatears (Oenonlhe\ on lrinnaclcs or on tops of boulders, and
lltcn lll oll Lrrv Iikc a cucl(oo l( t(ultt crotorus\. The juvenilt's
rvhir:h lrirvr a black and blrte slllirkr'l)luma€ie Nith bars of flecks
sor)re\\'lrirt lesernble Star'lings lSlttttiu\\. The furthest ofr the hills
I fountl it rva-s on the fi1rynr1 Sir irlrrrve \losul Ig Nercmberl btrt
therc s'oe none there in ]lalr']r. Thtl ct,r'tainlr- stav late in thr
hills rrlso. as on 16 NoYenrbr.l lhrl rvrrt- seetr betr-,'een Sharanish
and I'clirkh. .\n{rthe} auturrln lrcolrl florrr the foothills is of trvo
st,trrr irt -\lindaD on the IIazir Iivr,r l!9 Octobet' 44). I sau. rrorre
thcrltflel ul) to thc 27.{plil i5, l)ui on 8 }'Iir}' Jr4 thcl- rvele singinr
orr (lirla Tepe above Zakho. \:osper. rnet them in the Rowanduz
gorg.,,irr Jull' and August and I sirw a. single one neal Penitr.in
l? Se lrten rher 42).

??0. WHI'.q.TF]AR.

Oerunthe oenanthe (L\ ,

C & S. ::l lecor.ds.
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I,'eN recolds came frL, t Birglrrlatl :0 \larch and 28 AJ)ril) los-
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sibly because the1, are on migration hele, being birrls of opcrr
countly, a[d most recor.ding at Baghdad was done in orchards and
junglt's or neiu'nirter. :\t Kut a pair aptlrearerl on t April 13 ancl
ull to t7 ,\pril both s.rcs wele moderatel) lrequent. In 1944 they
\vcl'e rnoro abundant, alll)eat.ing on 6 ;\pr.il (rrll males) ilrrd rvere
also flerluent rreirr' llodlah and u1r to Tel Ziliab on the frontier..
Here on the higher lrlateau of foothills rvith Oe. hispanica they
u'ere temporalily co-dominant. Last seen on 25 April.

lhturn rrcolds from Iiut iu.e !4 October. 1:,:2 October 43,25
Novetrtbel lr3, 1l) Selrteurber' 45, anri three bett,een r\rnara and
Kumait 17 Novernbor 45). In the deselt rvest of Hai in October.
they rvele lound in danrp and dr"r' holes dug fol watrrr. The status
in Ticehulst (19??) renrains unmodified. \lirclaren had 1s.o il a
ga|den for the first three wcel{s of \Iav 4ll, found th()nr flequcnt
at Hinditah t,-speciallv irr cally April, and alsrt betrveen Raghdad -Itutbah and to the frontier in October.

North. 19 records.

\
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Trirvr,llitr6J rrolih flurtt IltgJirrlarl in flar-4'r, bilds s'cre set'n
ir[ Sarna|r{}r {4 \Ia1') and \{o,sul on the \Vadi Qassab and the
Khosirl li Nlav). Fulthel north ther' \vere rot rrel wilh at thirt
tirnL,. In .\ugusl 'r,i thrv rrcrr, frerlurnt bctrvetn Nkrsrrl Dolttrk
114 Augusl) anil ;rlcsent in small rrrrmbels including iuveniles at
Slianirdia helr,,'ern 16 -\ugust'- Il Si,ptenbcr'4rr. One at llashirla
on 8 Octotrer and orre nerrl l)ohuk ?5 liebluary ,i5. I)ossible fir,st
nrigriLnts lmales) at \'Iosul on l:l \ltrrh 45 and sevelal recor'(ls
for Mosrtl and the l)lain from 6-15,\pril /rl'r. In Ea,st Kurrlistan
thev u'ete \.er)' ilbrlndant iind irl full tligt'ation irr the Penjq il
r';rllcl frottr 2:l ,\llgusl orlwal(ls, s'itlt a lrlt'1rrr;rdtlittri' of ft'tttillt's,
tnrl florrt tht,n orr s't'rt to lre set:n or cvcr) Iltrslt artrl tu-.srti k.
['rt,rlrtr,ntlv srqttiLlrlrles fol those 'sitteittg 1rosls' s't'rr' o]tseI'vetl antl
oc(:tsionirl sniLtche-s of song heard. Srinte rvtie otI thr, slllllllrii
of tlazar' \laia (i80() ft.). -\lso seerl l)et\\'etr Kitkuli iutrl (-)atit

.\njir (13 August 45).
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221. DESERT WHEATEAR. a-+rr litr - rr\
Oenanthe deserri (Temminck).

G & S. 1l records.
123456?8910tt12

KK
Recorded from Kut from 16 September - 7 November 45,

most frequently in the last week in September. I only got to know
this species in my Iast few nonths at Kut. Yealland writing in
the PNC bulletin describes how on 26 May 45 he found this specics
breeding a few miles east of Rutbah, "I came to a low ridge not
more than three feet high. As I approached a Desert Wheatear
slipped quietly from this ridge, I soon found its nest in a slight
hollow under a large stone on the edge of the ridge. It was loosely
put together, of stalks and bents, lined with flne grass. There
were flve eggs, bluish green evenly spotted oyer almost the entire
surface with?eddish brown". \\rest of Rutbah this species appear-
ed more numerous. Maclaren saw a male at Wadi Mohammedi on
lt October 43. PNC records several at Shahraban on 2 arrd 23

September 45. Maclaren who iound them paired by mid-February
and sparsely distributed near Marqil observed a female battering
a live Lizard 5" long.

rrr. t i L.\ 0 K- lr,\IrE D \vllI^{'t'I]-\R
0r:tutnt he ltispanica (L).

C & S. 11 r'ecords.

BB
t2345078910 l1 t2

KK
In 1942 they passed through the Baghdad district in small

numbers st&rting on 20th March I have no return passsge records
from Baghdad, but Boswell saw a male (black throated) on 16
September 44 at Baghd&d. The spring birds were silent, and both
dimorphs were present. At Kut, two and one passed through on
3r'd and l?th April; but at Tel Ziliab (8-9th April 44) and Kau-i-
sakht (l3th April), thev were more abundant and in the foothills
were with the Wheatear (Oe. oenanthe\ the temporary co-domin-
ant birds. All had black throats. It was twice recorded on the
return passage 21 &nd 22 Septerr:ber 43, both times in the desert.
This is a hiu-bird the main passage is probabty up the foothills
of the Persian ranges.

!

I

,j!Yl !J-l dl! - rrr



183

North. ?g records.

\\' \\: www
78910ttt2

EE
A summer migrant to the north, it breeds in the Kurdish

hills where there is scrub. At Penjwin, Maclaren found them
extremely abundant in August 43. He notes that the adult males
were mainly above 4500 ft. u/hile the females and immatures
were in the plain. A few of the black-throated form were seen.
He ffrst arrived on 21 August. I went there on 2? August the
yetrr before and only saw a few birds frequenting the camp and
perched on telephone wires in the valley. There were olso a few
at Choarta in August 45.

Touring Kurdisian in the second week of May (44), Black-
Eared Wheatears were frequent, singing and in territory on the
higher ground (Qala Tepe, Zakho Gorge, Sandur, Sirsing, Amadia
and Pirman). At this time of the year they are in striking black
and white plumage. At the Zakho deffle, they occupied scrub
ranging from half way down the pass to near the sumntit of Qala
Tepe (4112 ft.) and one was seen to chase a Redstarl (P hoenicurus)
and a Swallow (Hiruulo) off his territory. Only scratchy cell was
heard in the south from birds in nrigration, on the Persian foot-
hills, these birds had a rich full warbling song. At Silsing where
the wood is denser they were singing from tree-tops oI Scrub Oak.
Ai Amadia they started the dawn-song at 0430 hrs. with short
warbled phrases, and pipit-like squeaks.

At Diana near Rowanduz on 15 May a nest was lound under
a stone on a mountain side covered with scrub oak and boulders.
It had six eggs. Boswell found birds feeding young al S€ramadia
It2-16 July). The species was frequent there and both dimorphs
wcre seen with young. He watched them sitting on top of a thorn-
bush or boulder and flving up to catch ittsects. I u'as there in l9{4
and found numbers of juveniles bctwcen 15-18 August. On 26

August there was an irrflux of migrants and they became abundant.
They rvere last seen on ll September, b-v rvhich time Wheatears
of all sorts were scarce. The first returning birds were seen at
Hadhra on 24 April and were singing on the Spilik pass on 27

April. Here again both dimorphs wcle present and in song-flight
a vr'hite throated bird imitated a Swallows' (Hirundo rustica)
song.

l?31iri

-
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2"3. PIED WHEATEAR.

Oenanlhz burorala (Plllas).

O&8,7records.

Despite Ticehurst's warning lhat 'observations without speci-
mens are well nigh useless, as in the field so many are alike
(1926), since specimens were not easily obtainable, it t'as decided
to persevere and to take carelul field notes and to 5et l,o know
this group as thoroughly as opportunity permitted. Since all
doubtful records have been omitted, the records only represent a
fraction of the wheatears seen. After a time the different species

rvere distinguishable, not only plumage grounds but also from
habits and from other intangible characteristics of each kind.
For one studying this Broup in the field, we recommend him to
make diagrammatic fieldsketches and also to have with him a

chart of wheatears' ttrils. For lhis, trleinertzhagen's Birds of Arabia
is of value rvhere a full survcy of the genus rvill be lound. Lastl-v,
juveniles and females are best left alone at first, as thcl' are con-
fu-sing.

This conspicuous wheatear, with among other features a white
crorvn, black mantle and rvhite under tail coverts was seen on
spring passage at Baghdad (2 males 7 l\Iarch 42, one male 21

.{pril 42), at Kut (one male 2l February 1r4, one male 13 April 43)
and also from Tel Ziliab (male and female 8 April 44) and Kan-i-
sakht (13 April 44). Seen in open ground, crouching on clods in
a high wind, flying up into a lree to rub its bill on a bough; it
is a silent traveller, and appears a slimmer longer winged bird
than say Oe. finschii.

North. Il .r)cor{ls.

9t0tl12

Between 23 - 3i Alrgust 44 it rvas frcquent on l)assaBe over
tltc Scrarnarlia lla-ss. ils \\'it s th,. lllirr,k-r,iu.trl \\'hcirii,tr' l()r. hi:-

BB
t : 3 4 5 6 i 8 9 10 tl 1?

KK

I

w.
1234567

w
8
E



185

pan.ico): ald in l!. Kurdistan it \\'as abundant near Suleirnaniya
arr(l (lhoiil'la {13-l(j.\ugusl i5t. Sl,ring birds rr,'cr.e :(,en l)er1. ,\losul
on the Jt,bel Ain Zala (6.\pril 4.-r) and on pir.\pril /r:) at llarzen.
In \lir) ,'r,'r one we1.o sccn tvhcn touring Kurrlistan. Their Jtro-
lisional status must trc that of passagc migrants.

224. ARABIAN WHEATEAR. s,, jr,r _ rr!
Oenanthe linschii (Heuglin).

G & S, 2 records both November.

Twice recorded at Baahdad, a male on I November 4l near
Taji in a deserted stretch of road',vith no v€getation, and a mele
secured by Boswcll on the Baquba road on 2 November 4b. W.
90+,T25,8t3.

North. 8 records.

12345
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,\ rvinter visitor lrr the \Iosul plain and foothills from Decem-
ber to \Iarch. Trr,,o rnales were sten at Seramirdia on 19 August
.i,1 and one nlala on 4 S.lltetnber. Aflerrvards r.ecorded at Eski
Iielek l?9 Decenlro". a Ji,\1 in hare,stonv grrllies on the Jehel
llTaklrtb at N'lrrr IIatli (2800 ft.) ?? January 1r5, .-herc one was
obtaired \V. 91, T.?3. B from skrrll l:1, at \rlar Yakoub (29 Jan-
lrarv-\, Jcbel Sinjar 17 February), tu,o irt Nimrud ({ March) and
onc on thrr \losul -- Zaklro road (?ir \larch lrir). Thc .\rrgust bild:
at Scramadia rverc singing, and one song was timed for 90 scc-q

u'ith no lrtuse. Thr song is a s( ratchv one like other' rr,hoatcirrs hut
inclrrdes lich fltrtv rvhistles, u'hich rvith othcr nhrases ma]- be
rcpeated. It is dolivcred from a rock. Subsong rvas heard at
Selarnadia in Septernber. The ,lanuarl' hirds wcre singing also.

225. ISABELLINE WHEATEAR. y.cir 9lr, yro

Oenanth.e isobellirn (Ternminck and Lan6ier).

C & S.8 records.

Recotrled : n.irr Biigh(lad from 7 December 4l - 5 \Iarch 42:

fronr helrveen Bashdad Azizivah iu the deser[ (5 Novcmbcr
{i)): irom Hol lls Suvu'cichir ncar Iiut ?1 -\pril 4rr. Onc rvas obtained
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for me by Sheikh Abdulla Al Amir on 16 November nesr Kut'

(details in appendix). In thick Suaeda scrub neel AIi Gharbi on

7 November in the morning, a male was singing on a spray of
bush with a rich, prolonged song, rather lark-like with imitat'ory
phrases. When disturbed ii dived low and flerv just above Srountl
to another perch. The species u'as not seen in the North'

::6. tttjD 1'.\ll,llll \\'llll.\1'1..\li. ;i,! r.'r ilr - Yri

Otntttlltt ruttlltrtltruttrttrr llillrenl)ef!.1'.

G & S. Orrc lecord.

? \Iarch rr'1. l)rrghdtd.

North, F ivt, r'r,cords.

3-ll September 44. Seramadia up 1o four birds u'atch.d' rr
November 44. Between Sintt-Dertshish. One.

As these &re uncommon birds, ffeld notes are here given in
detail. The Baghdad bird seen on river flats in I{arradat Miriatrr
(7 March) was a blue-grey brown bird with a tail largely dark.
The base of the tail was white, and the tips rvere rvhite. The
wings were sepia, rnd the flanks, vent, upper tail coverts and
rump were orange rufous. There was a short sli6htly paler sulret-
ciliary streak .It was seen beside an Oe. leucontela male, also
on migration, compared with which it hrd a more upright stance
and apparently longer tarsi. The white base to tail suggests the
phase zanthopryTnna. Lark of black throst suggests a female.

Of the Seramadia birds the ffrst was seen by Boswell (3

September 44). We both watched several on 8 September on
mountain slopes. As they had a black throat and a rufous tail
with distal third black and flne white tips, we considered them
lo be curnmingi. They had a faint eyestripe. On I September we
went out to watch them again and notcd that they $'ere white
under the wings and hed grey legs. One well nrarked specimen
l&cked the white tips to tail feathers. Another showed dirty white
at the bese of the tail in flight. .A.nother, which rve thought to be
a juvenile or in moult had the throat sti;rpled rvith grey and the
feathers of the rump and upper tail coverts only apically rufous.
The proximal half of the tail was white with no rufous. Thel'
were very tame and relatively silent birds. Unlike other wheatears
they were not restless, sitting motionless on & rock until approa-
ched closely, when thev would dive round the corner on to another
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rofk. One wirtchr(l {rn l} Sel)tcmbor htrl a fiLirly ul)right stance
trrrl tlitcherl i1s lirit slighll.v, no\v iur(i then Il;-ing verticulll up,
to do ir urirl-iiir curtsl' urrrl dcsr.enl. 'l'his was dr)ne florn ir boultier.
lrr loerl on iltr grould nnd thrn l'eturn to the boukler,.

'lhc call \\'as likc DI)st \\'hcatr,itr.s ir 'tchitzz'. lt als0 harl a
l rlaiutive'i'hrt,1 r' l i kt, a \\'illos' \\'arbler.. lP h u l l osc Lt lt u,,; lroc li l u ;).
,\ sttlt-song rvir,s lr.'irLrl, srveel l'itlt ntirrrl. rvar.bler. like notes of
f|orrr 1(l-1r5 s(]((i[(ls (lutillion. Otr ihL, 11 Solltotltbel, foul were seen
itrrrl sholtll'rrfttl s'e lefl the irlca. ()ul imltre,ssiotr \ras thtt the"v
wore oIl Irajsirge. In Novcrrrlrr,r I surv a similar birrl in the hills
bt,Irvectt Sitritt,Derirshish rreal tlrt' Iui.kish frontirr.. 'f]re birci at
lirst srglrt lrrrrks rrrorrt like ir lirrrlstiut (Phocnictrtts) tlnn a
\\'hr,alr,ar'-

227. (MOURNING WHEATEAR) . c_j' !i,rr _ yrv

O?nanlhe lzgens (Lichtenstein).

2 males at Baghdad near Agar Quf (17 February 42).

A ftrnily al, Seramadia., Kurdistan. (17 August 44).

Male near Ali Sharji, Amara (7 November 45).

Thc Baghdad birds in flesh plumage had crown, forehead
and nape white with a little grey on nirpe. Throat, ear coverts,
back, wings black. Chest, underparts white. Rump white. Under
tail covcrts rufous. Tail white, with black terminal band (t cm.)
cxcept for central feathers.dark to half way. The combination of
bhLck back tnd rulous under tail coverts rules out other pied
wheatears, and these birds may have beer. lugttx.

At Seramadia a family of wheatears were found on the slopes
of Mt Bishmish and urere confined to the scree and boulders et the
foot of a precipice. I am inclined to think they had bred there.
They were in juvenile and winter plum&Be. Upright stance, dark,
mottled, with black throat and pink under tail coverts. Tail as
in Baghdad specimens. Hispttttica end lc'u.co'tnela were trvailrible
for comparison. Their backs were darkish. Call, a strident 'chazz'.
Another party was lound on Mt Peresuwe, one of which had the
under tail coverts a brick red.

In November & cock wheetear was seen near Ali Sharji bet-
ween Kut - Amara, ur'ith bre&st and crov/n white, and mantle,
scapulars and throst black. The under toil coverts were or&nge
buff.
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228. HUME'S WHEATEAR. .r4tt ,t-t \ilr - rr^
Oenanthe albinigru (Hume).

8 April 44- Kut. Tel Ziliab near Persian frontier.

Four whestears, all black except for white breast, belly,
upper and under tail coverts were found in bare stony Sulleys
at the loot of the Pusht-i-ku in territorial 'Iraq in April 44.

Ticehurst (1926) records albinigra from this wadi.

229. (WHEATEAR sp. Oenanthe sp.).

5 November 45. A single bird in lonely desert by a culvert
near Aziziyah. Had upright stance, with typical bobbing. General
colour smoky black tail black, (showing no white in flight) breast
and throat appeared tinged chestnut. Dull white on quills shown
in flight. Eye dark, legs by transmitted light dull brown.

230. (WHEATEAR sp. Oenanthe sp.).
This large and striking wheatear was found only in the

neighbourhood of Shaqlawah in West Kurdistan. Its regular haunt
is a stony gully at the foot of the Harir gorge where on t4 May
44, several of both sexes were found, and who, from their behaviour
were probably breeding. The plumage of the bird is similar to
that of Oe. his(nnica but the black of the neck and wings meets.
But the size and general rounded appearance of the bird is quite
difrerent to any other wheatear seen in'Iraq. The stance is very
upright and the birds display a sharp bowin6 action. They &re
very bold and have a. call 'which sounds like a large grasshopper
taking ofr.

The area wes revisited on 24 April 45 and they were present.
The femalc is similar but the black is replaced by a light brown.
There were also some light brown individuals with darker throets
which may have been immature birds. They were &lso seen on
the Bastura Chai, and a male on the Spilik Pass. (27 April 45).

231. STONECHAT. j,r. r{r _ rrr
Sarbola to?quala (L).

(probably rubicola, itcuta and? uariegata)
O & S, 36 records,

BBB B B
t23456789t0 12
K KK ' K K K

It was frequent round Baghdad from November onw&rds in
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such localities as the scrub near the A(lar Quf, on the Washash, in
tho Pig Guderr east of Diyalu llridge, and further afield at Hab-
baniyah, ubirluitous near I)eltawah (Khalis) a fayourite shooting
locirlity. It was still common in Baghdad by mid February (42);
felv rvet'e seert aftelrvarrls and [h{i IiLSt dates are not rrs late as
recolded in Ticehulst (19?l), ir rnale near Hillah on 20 Nlarclr 42
anri at Ilaghdtd 24 \larch 45 (PNC). No birds u'ele picked out as
lht: ' rrtu uru' ot 'roriegatui L:J"pes.

At liul it was unnoliced irr wirrter 42i3, a ft:w being seen
Lelwoen 7-17 Alrlit 43. The first leturned on 25 Septomber 43
(9 Septernber' 'io1 and bi|ds werc seen fl'om 1-'r .lanualy, 24
IirLrclt 'i Aplil 1r4 ort rvhir:h drte a lrail of ahrrisl, biack anrl
n'irite bilds were seer) u.hich might have been Lhe 'uqriegatu'
lyp,:, as ir-t,ll irs the t5 lrical fornl. One rvils also soerr at Tel Ziliab
ta frriLal,,l on ti,\1rril .'r1. Lr 19iir tlir,.v $ere sern fronr I S.l)terrrbtI
till I left al tlrc trrl of Noverttber', iLnrl on a tlip south I recorded
it flr.ru Sheikh Sa'iid,,\mirra, Qal'at Saleh (frequent) and in the
gralrn bclt iLt l.ao. lloth folnts occur at Kut but the lried bilds are
rnuch less frcquent. 'fhc forrns rvhich rve have tentiLtively sug-
gesled rvele 'rartql lt' t1'1rc hird rvhite ulrlrer tail coverts and
plt,ntl of white on thr tail (r'ide sub).

North. l{i records.
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,4.t l)ellj\iu four ju\.eniles \\rere lit'st secn on 4 Scptt:nlber,
becorrring rtrore frerluent a fe\\' dal'.s later, and seen again olr 12

Seliternber'42. Not recor(led ftont Choat'tir in August. 'l'hey ap|ear
to follow t'ivrts ort Ini8ral.iolr and to stay near them in winter
rluirrti,rs. At \'losul thr:y were seen Iroltt 1? Octrlbor - 27 l)ecenlbel'
44, juvenilrs l-reing frcqutrnt. ThcY rvere not foun(l beyond the firsi
fooihilis excelrt rieitt Bot'siyi oIl tlte Zakllo sid{l (15 Novernbol).
'flrr,1 rrt,rI irlrlrtat'eti itt Nltrtrh 1i \larclrl frottt ,\,1ril trlrrsu] rtnrl orr

i1 NlirI|ir lhere rvas iln inltux of 'tttuttru' tYprr lvillr ti ferv ttltttost
black arrd rvhiie birds with little lrut rvhite on the lail rvhich I
rrgirin trrrrk to b.. 'rari.egtta' tvpt. Again on 8 April 44 they wet'e

frequent on the stream south of Dohuk. Almost every individuirl
differeci in plumagc t:slrcciallr rvith regard to the amount of red

on throil.t. Again some'xuriegata'tylre rvet'e notictd None wel'e

see[ in Kurdists.n in May 44 nor st Seramadia in July (43)'
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August- Stptcutbcr'(41), so it is rttrlikth'tlrat arll llleerl. Coller'-
tiorrs of arr i[to|estinpJ scries Nuulrl uot ltt tlifficu]t on tht streams
on the }losul lrlains in \\'irltel trnd tht llatul. of these vitrieties ot'

l ac€s nliEiht lrer.1nrrre alrlat trtt. P\riI(lrll': arL' rtftl l ed \leillel lzhagcn's
Birds r,rf ,\r'aliia 19r-)i) \\'here lhr s]stcrratic rliflit'ulties into u'hich
this slrlighllv lritrl ltas lril u'riit'rs ittrr \-i1 i(lll lrr{'sent('d.

232. WHINCHAT.

Saricola rubetru (L).

C & S, l0 records.

fl .r.-! - rYr

B
l2

PNC has a record for Baghdad for 3 Aprit 45, &nd Maclaren
had one on 3l March and on 28 April 43 at Hindiyah and Boswell
saw a male at Fellujah on I May 47. My Kut records are of a male
(13 April 43), two on 17 April and single birds in 1944 on ?th and
15th April, while one was seen at Kan-i-sakht on the Persian
frontier on t3th April 44. Maclaren records one, probably the
same one, at Zubair from 15-26 Ma.y 43. These rather lale records
of migrating passerines from the very south of 'Iraq are curious.
Cumming recorded it from Fao in May (Ticehurst, 1922). At Kut
the bird is evidently primarily a bird of spling passage.

North, 2 records.

I saw but one at Bersivi near Zakho on g May 44. Maclaren
reports a few immature birds in the Penjwin plain in late August
43. I did not meet it there though I sarv S. torquata which he
does not mention.

t33. IlEDSl'-\nT rJ-, _ rrY
P ltot rtir ttru, lthoetiir"unt, 11.1.

/ 
1 
rrirlialtll' lth o.ni c?t r t t \ tatl trt h t rt t t r i s i t tt : | - tt :ol tut a)

G & S. 18 recorcls.
tlB I|

1?3-1 irt-i?U910iilP
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In 19,'r? lr1'the ?lst Aln.il ther.e rvil-r an abundance of rnigrants,
P5 bcing lountrd in half ir,rrrile rrf grtrlm anrl sht.ub giLrden. includ-

llB
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K
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ing rrrarrl' fernrrles itnrl lirst -r'ear birds. Only a ferv t,ernained b1
ll \Iir.v. -\i Iiut il] 194:1, the fi|st rvas scen.)r1 l -\plil and u1r to 1?
,\1)lil a big lrassirge Nent on. 'fhey \.e|e lxrssibly ttre donrinant
lrasselinc Drigrants and flequented gar.dens and beanfields. All
these lrilds rver.e of the r:.re l)ltoeniLtous. In 19.,r4, eitllt inigrants
were sL\rn on !.1 tnrl :; IIiu,ch, the hirils btirrg malcs. Thev
tcrtrained iiirurrdant until thu cDd (,f thc nronth, proJxl.tionatelv
nrore fernalos ocr:ulling b1 ihrrn. Onc \-ils seert ni. Iian-i-sakht
(13 Alnil). r\,Ia.rrlalttr lecorrls a ferlirle in a galtlel at Zubair on
i \'ltry 4:1, iln(l notes thcrl as f|e(luont f|ortr mid-Apr.il at Hindivah.
Ile also noterl sevt:r';rl at \\'irli \lrh;tnrltrdi irr October, u.hich is
a recortl of intelest.

North, 20 records.
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-\t I'cnju'irr irr Scpternber 4f, bilrls of the .saaznrrislcus (-tnc-
t()l!'ltrl't race s'cle flerlueni in oak s'ortrls, u'hele the tlees rvele of a
Iteighl suita)rle fol tits (Pazrr.r :tr.l arrd NulhtLtches (.Si11/r sp.).
\\'ith thtrttt \\'ert lnlnJ juvclilLrs. \lirt lirlt,rr iu lg.',i] l-\uglrst Sel)-
ltrrllb('r) also ]rotrtl tlris racc at PaojNin; arrd I sarv a few a[
(lhot|ta ir ,\ugust .ii). Trtvelling ro|th in Nlirt' 4.1 thr:r'e wert
scvcLal rrt Sirtrttltah (.'r trliryl, ir fru'Iturles at Shar(lat and birds
."vele singing irnd aplrrrerrtlr in itrlriiolv in Zakho (iorgc. No
dircct eridence of brecding u'irs oblirirrerl..\ ferv juveniles w'ele
srerr irt Se|arn rlia betrveen 1(i-30 ,\ugust /r4. Returning at the end
of Selrtember', I stw one at Shoikh ,\rii ort 1? October and aglin
rrear Sharanish on 16 Novernbt,r'. 'fhe first spring bird rvas ;r

frmale on tht' Rarlaq vater on l1 \Iarch 1r5 (\'Iaclaren had a male
phoenicurus at Mosul on 22 l\{arc}r 1r3); then at Hitdhrrt ruins (16

April) and by the 27 April they rvere singing and in territory on
the Slrilik ilass. No .\uttlurti\it u.t rvere rt,cordcd ftorn rvcstetrt
Kurdistan.

234. BLAOK RDDSTART.

P ltoerLicurus ochruros (Gmelin).

4rru.' - Yll

(probably oc hruios and. phoenicurotdes)
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Baghdad district records run from 2 November 4l - 7 March
42, several ol these records reler lo ochrtnos but a male pioeni-
curus was seen on 23 January 42. Some ochruros were watched
in pomegranate end ve8etable allotments. When in cover they slip
about slyly, flashing the red conspicuously before diving into
cover. Bu[ will come out and stand on a hillock allowing close
approach. They are rather silent. The call of male ochruros is
'wheet' Iike a leaf warbler. A pair rvere found frequenting deep
muddy clefts in the bank of the Diala River on 8 December 43.

They were ochruros.
Kut produced but two records, 14 January L4 and one phoeni-

(urus netr e flood pool which on 2l February 44 was singing.
Odd birds were recorded frcm 14-22 November 45.

North. :1 r'i,cor(ls.

www
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r\t Pen jrvin odd birds were seen in early September \2-8 l t+2),

onc of s.hich rras douLtfullv thought tr-r be 7.r,/i oeriz z'tzrtzs. Norre
\\-cl'e soen thi,re hr'\laclalen, ald I rt,cordcd none frorn Choarta
in -\rrgust.lir. In the \lu.ul alea small numbcls (rnostly oclruro.rl
rverc leguliull ser:n flortt 3 Novenrber' 44 30 tr{illch 45. Tht:1'
occutrerl in mottrtain aleirs lShararrish. I),:r'rLlih. \lirr' \lirtti irrrrl
l,{ar Ytkrrub rrronirsteLies, Znkho pass. tnd in the r\mirtlia vtllcl'r,
,rn liyer con]ses {Eski Kelek, Gomel Su, and \Iosul rrt Albu Sef)
,rnrl in urbirn areas (\losul pJaldcn-s, Kirkukl. IIan)'of m] recol'ds
sltt:r:ily otlt.ruro: and thrle is rrr-r mrntion ol phoenicunts. A ljuzzl-
ing lrirrl rvitlr rr grcenfinch-like t(.hloris chlori;) song rvith only
the uplrer breast black rvas sern near .\ntadia on 18 March 43. It
rrrat hitlt, ltct,r't *:tttirufn, as rer.olcls trf sorrg in s'itrttr rluartet.s ar.r
scarce, tlre follorving mal bt: of interest.

2l Novernber 44, a mtle ochruros singing from the top of a

lrridge ovel the Zalr at Flski Kelek. Consisted of a brief warble
follorved by a st-rurrd as if the song had been srvallorved and ejected
under pressure.
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16 March 45. Mosul, singing in our garden, recorded as a
female. (This may have been a first year male. I remember
it as a very brown bird).

t8 & 30 March 45. Amadia district. Bebaidi and Harik, singing.
None vr'ere seen in Kurdistan in May nor in July - Septem-

ber at Seramadia.

?34r. NIGH'l'INGALE.

Luscittiu tnegar hgnchos Brehm

C & S.8 records.

Jl.i, - I Y-,)

Nighlingales can be hear.d regularly each year in the arr:a of
IiarltdiLh knorvn to English resirlelts as 'Devonshire' (Kart,adat
Shalqivah), rvhich has cxtetrsive or.chards. I)NC has lccolds ol
them being freiluent there, tnrl irlso nt'ar the conflurnce of the
Washtrsh anrl Tigris, fr'onl 8 Al)ril .- 22 Jnne 45, song being
heirrrl in all ca-qcs.

.\t Iiut ii alrpcared and \yas singing on 17 Alril 43,23 April
44 lllusseini)ahl irnrl bilds rvere -.inging at night in the gardcn
of Sheikh .{brlull;r ,\l Yasin on tCl }Ia}'411. l\Iiglirting bir(ls rrill
sirrg in the scantiest of cover, as one on 28 Altril was singing irr
thc small lock gate galdens of the I(ut Birrrirge.

North. 1/r I ocot (ls.
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236. BLUETIIITO.\T.

Luscinia suecica (L).

7 8 0 10 11 l2
Going rrorth in \'lar, /r4 ltirds u'ere heirrd at Samarrah (1r NIav),

at K! {:r \Iar,). anrl x't'rc cor'}rmon at \'Iosul irnrl in the mountains
s.here they probabll' lrrced. Thev flerluent scrub-covered gorges,
olchaLds and llal'ticularl]' r'iversirie jung)e. There are no recolds
for the autumn. trI;' 6rst arrival Nas on 13 April rr5 at Nlosul, but
Ilirclalen has a very eally arliyal of at lcast one singing in a thick
l:ramble blake by the liver at N'[osul on 2,1 and 28 N{arch 43.



194

c&s. cord s11 r'd
uR
1?

t]
.,|

K
3 5678

R
1:9 10 1t

K.K
Although some care was given to making ffeld notes on the

plumage of these birds, the data are insufiicient for determining
the races. One form is quite a common u'inter visitor being seen

at Baghdad between 27 December &nd 15 Februery 42, but four
out of six records refer to December. At Kut they were found in
tamarisk scrub by the river in September, &nd they were really
frequent in late November (20 November 45) perching on sprigs
of Ttmarir,leeding on the grcrund and also in litluorice. They run
fast on the ground and have an alarm call, a soft 'dhuck-dhuck'.

A larger bird with long wings drooping in wheatear-like
upright stence may have been magna (17 April 43. Kut).

North, 3 records.

Bluethroats were only seen in the north at Mosul in cabbage
flelds in January 45. Two were obtained and measured: (i) W. 7t
mm., '1.26 mm. Tail 55 mm. (ii) W.3 mm., T.27 mm., B (from
frontal feathers) lt mm. The former hed a conspicuous red spot
above the blue, but no white spot; the other had upper blue
feathers with a satin-white btse which gave a white spo[ when
the head was raised. Wing measurements do no1 help much as
Hartert gives the wing of males ol soecica ss 74-81 mm., while
the Handbook of British Birds (Witherby et al) says 69-74 mm.;
bvt stecica now includes gaetkei (Kleinschm) vrhich Wardlaw
Ramsay 6ives es 74-78 mm. The difrerences in wing and "wing-
tip" measurements have been shown to be individual and not
raci&l by Steinbacher (Orn. Monatsber. XLIII, March 1053, pp.
38-4t) 8nd for this reason gaetket was struck out ol the Lisl (Br.
Birds XXXI p. t3). The me&surements in the Handbook are
misleading.

237. ROBIN. ,urtt ,t - lrv
Erithatus rubecula (L).

(probebly cautasicus and hyrcanus)
C & 8, 14 records.

B B B' B
123456789tOtL 12
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In Baghdad, first recorded on ? December 43 (g Docembel.4l
tlabbaniyrh), and fir'st singin6J on :6 Janual.y, thev wele nevel
flerluertt anrl being sh1- esr:alteti notir:e. Last r.erorded lll nle on
l3 llatelr l.il but ,\llciuse (19:)ll) r.ecor.ds one on 1r ,\pril 48. At
Iiut a felr' alsrt occur brrt I hinc onlr. thr.ee r.ecords, of a bird
giViDg snirtclrtts of song at Hussrtirlilah (36 Octobel. .,ri)t, one No-
ventbeL rtlolrl, tLrrtl again rrI Husseinit.ah on 23 lrrl)rualy (44).
In NoYertllxrt ./rir thel' u,e|e mct rvith south of Kut do\,!,n lhe Tigl.is
at Ali (iharbi, Ali Sharji shrine, Kurnait, Arnar.tr trnrl at I,'tur wher.e
on 10 Nov(,[]l)er 15 the"v were sirrgirrg in gar.dens. 'l'rvo jn bare
rle-sel't, l)ui not firr from cultiyittion neat Ali Gharlli {)tl ? Noleru-
b,:r' rvete errgagi,il in telritolial lightillg.

North, 1? rccoltls.
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Itt Kuldistan it is a more flerluent t'inter visitor being
reco|ded f|orr 5 Nolcmber' 44 18 \Iarch 45. TheY irre c0mmon
in the u'ooricrl rrrountain vallels north of Zakho up to lhe Tulkish
frontier arrl thcv Ilenetl'ale do\vn tttc sttt,arn-i orr to the llosul
plain, fterluentinB thc dlier scnrlr on the Baqaq, Gornel and Great
Zab liver'-s. None rvere seen at N,losul itself. In thc Zau,ita gorge
the1, occul in the Dine u,ood with.lunipel shrub la_r,er, and u.ere
still there ir snorv on 25 Februaly. In Nlarch tht'1' rvt,re seen at
Billeh and r,r'cle rluite contrnorr irr scl'ub-oak rvorxllirnd on l?
\Ialch. The sorrg is noticeabll diff,-,r'ent flon oul British bird,
and in ont: cirsa was llrefaced bl a loud initial 'tur,-tu(,'. None
Nere seen in .\1uil, \{ay, nol frorn .Iuly - October ald it seems
unlikely that they breed.

238. WIIITIiI TIIIIOATIID IiOIllN. $i\ A,).r:rrr ,r - yr^

I r/tnit qu t l uttli.t (Gu6rin).

Thi-s lrilrl s'as found sinRing irnd appalentll in tell'itol'y on
the Geli Slri lrirss above Zakho orr (j-8 lTal !tr. .\1r;ratontlr a'statt',
with glo.t lrlurrrage, r'os)'un(lr,li)ints and a black titil slrtead out
like thrrt rrf thLr Ilu rtr,< \\'albio l.lltrohtle.: {1(l/1ctol?\\, it temained
a rnl stt,r'l rrntil I rvas able tr) s(,0 ir copv of l)ri'sst'r rtncl laler
exarninc spccirnons. NIy fiekl notes ilJc. Slightll' la|gel ltran Red-
starl (P hot nicu.rz.s), with clowrr rlrrrk grey; whil.c sul)crcilium,
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chin black, ot with trtr'o black gulal slripes and a central rvhite

stripe. Throat itnd ear coverts black; llreast a briSht lufous brick
(in anothel chest and belll' rvasherl Iink), belll' under tail coverts

white. \lantle b{ck antl rump blue 8re!', tail black, centlal fca-

thers t'ith \yhitc. Black undel tail is conslricuous rvhr:n lifled'
It cocks its tail up antl spleads it Iike a Rufous Warbler' -{'
galoctotes). lt flits f|orn bush to bush iike a rvarbler. Aggre'sire
behaviour, singing at an intrudet'. The song rvhen not in flight
r:onsists of sholt stt'etchcs of Iiclt bulsts s'ith grating [)assilSes.
In flight a lull rich loud song, flutterirrg u'ith rvings drolrped and
tail fanned, is tttost stliking. I{ribitat fair'1y dense scrub t.rtr rockl-
hitlside. It is rot an eas) bird irr l'atth: and had nr-rt It'tuLtied l'r
the Zakho localill br. ,\plil ,i5: Irrrr riirl \lc\eile flnd it iII 1919.

Family SYLVllDAt

239. CETTI'S WARBI,ER. 4arjJt ;- qjb - lr1

Ci t/ia rcl I io (Temminck.)

North. 22 records.
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Watched at Penjrvin on 8 S.plentber 42 in damp vegetatiorr
(rvhelc llaclaren also notes i1 as fterlucnt in 19,13 anrl ;rl Chrtar'lrt
(15 and ?0.\ugust 45r. I am farniliar' \vith thi,s rvarblcr anci its
startling song from the Camargue iLnrl rvils lucl<v to ohtain goocl

viervs. In \\-. Iiuldislan in ]TaI ii \\'as comlnon and Ntll rli-.tli-
buted in feltilc vallevs and passes, lreing common anrl sinsirrs
irt Zakho 16 lla\ at Belsili. Shalirnish and all ihe rvrv ulr to
Amadia f ,'om l)rrhuk. There rvetl l lso ir few on the Tigris hanks
at ylrsul on l'J \lir\'. None, hou'ever, ai t: recolded flom thc Amadia
tnountain-s in Augrrst and Septcrrrlrrr rvttir:h is odd, in vierv of
their presence in II. Kurdistan at this tirne. From 11 March - :?
Alrt'il 4ir l'hen t left, they s,erc rluite cornmon and rt'r,ord"d ol
the R. Barlarl: al Dohuk. in Amadin, Gomel Su. and the Bos'irnrluz
Gttt'gc, Spilik llirss. Batzan and irt Sharrlat, South of ll()slll /lt'i
-\plil 451. An rxld lrird rvas ht,ard !r liroduce its single loud chik'
call on the Gomel Su on 5 Noyember 44 and again at Rarlaq Su
on 9 Novembcr whcn the reiteratod 'cheek,chk-chk-chk t,tc. call was
lteard. llirds $r're generallv fourrrl near water but at Jafrika ncar

t
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Gali Ali Beg it s'irs in lush yegctation au,'ay from rvater. The
status rnust rernain undctcrrnirled in IiurdistaD, but -{llouse (1953)
records thal Fl. S. Stervard found it hr.eecliug al Hritra (trLry 1949,.

240. N,IOUSTACIII,]D \VAIIBLI'R uJL-aJr l! bjto - yl.

L tt sci t t iol t ltu,l anopog ott (Ternminck).

probably rnimico (,Mad.1

The|e a|e flr'e records fr'om the Centre alrd South and ts'Lr
ftottr the North. On l1 Augu-rt 42, one $i1s seerr on the S. of
Lake llabl-rani.yah my clescriItion wirs: il surall u'arbler rvitlr
streakerl lrluuirge, ir consl)icuous rvhitc sulreleJliurn arrd the Iong
tail jeIkerl rrlr as irr thc llrrf0rrs \\rarlrler' (.117roDalcs (lLlottotts)'.
Ilitrls u'ele set,rr cln Ure \\rirshirsh rrcal Btghriirrl irrrd scveral near
Ilaryubirlr r)n ?-8 f)cceoll)el' ,13 rlesclibtrl as'a small skulking bird
lilic a Stclge \\'arl-rler' (,.ltrucrphrtlu: sthotttoltrrertu.:\. filsi noticc(l
by iL ctll of 'tick'. Clrrvn of head da|k rhestnut, black eyestrillr)
arl(l collSli( uous )ttoatl rvhite sul,erciliu[r. Cht,st lrlorvrt, and back
1Ilr)l lllulltlr'] urrstrcirli,-,r1. Llnrler 1iaIts iirrtl unil{,l'iail cort,rls \']rite.
'friiI blorvrr, No rnediln coronal stlipe, nor dorsal streaks. It
cocks ils tiril rr1r. Il rtiLs irlso llcolrlerl ftoni I lnli -\l Binni neat'
Iirrt (l{} N(iyrl}bcr 45) irnd l)} \Villianrson ft'om Khamisilah
neal lllsi'ah ( l:) Decenbel' Jrirl. In thc Nr)rth iL \\'its seer on llt,'
(ioruel Su {5 \oYrmlx,r 1.'r rrDd orr the l}aqirrl Su irr tlte \l,rsul
riistlict 19 Novfrubor 44l.

?it. (ittu_\'f tiEtit) \\',\t lLl;ti ;Jt3r !,..eirr qjt, - Yt \

Arroc c 1t lt t I tt-; er u nd tna c e us (1,).

C & S.7 recolds.
BB
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Only lecoldctl on spring passage, i1 fir'st irlcnlified sirrging
in the ret:rls irr a clav pit at Raghdarl (?3.\pril rrP). It is rluittr
a lilrFc bir'(i, rt'd blos'n esl)eciitll.v otl cro\\'n and I'ump, \\'ith fairrt
rlark biiIs on lilrs ol foltled 1it'irnarii's ilnd (rn tail. Thc tail is

lounciuri rvith central fealhets lottger, dalliel ir its irpir:al thitrl
iirrrl firreh tilrlred s-hite. Tht' ullrler'parts ale a tlull shite buff
rvhilel on chir atttl bleast. Tlte lrttff Ilanks artd undcr tail covelts



108

show well when the tail is cocked. There is a slight dark eyestrille
and a palel supelciliuttt. The bilrls keelt k,u in thc t'eeds during
the hot dirl-tirne, appeating onll- iot an instant on a reed-floNer.
t'lorn 5.:10 tr.Dr. onrvards in the cool oI the nolning, ho$'evel, I
found thtrrr exlrt.rsirrg thenrselves ftortt evctt leed tol), Surgling
arval' theil song. The thr'oat and ueck rvere lufflecl antl tlle crest
stuck ulr like a \\'lritctliroal tS!1lt:it tottotiunis).'fhe gape i. tL

biood red coiour', and as rvith otlter passet'inrs in lhe hot weathet'
the bclk is olleu agrrpe, rvlten lrcrclting. ]'he l-rill is tlalk anrl iltick
arrti It.,rrg. Tlrt lr:gs ap|eaI pink l).v transDritted ligltt and bt'ol!tt
glel' b"r' r'ellectetl light. 'l'irc Song consists rrf a ver.v tleelr ltatslt
guttulal sourrd, irs rluclr Iike t Flt,g'-s croak ts an)thing, folkrrr'erl
b1' a shori larrrirling song. 'fhe gultulill sounds n)a) be lelueserlterl
as: 'cloak-croak-r.'Loirktrdetr'. 'l'hey s't,r'e seen irnd heald singing
at [Jirghdad rluling late -\pril antl ]li1l-, at iin)es being seerr irr
carrt: [rlirkc rrd.joinirrg ,\ls'ilrLlr cant{)nlnent. I'N(] recolrls one
singing on 13 \Iar.i:), s'hich sulrlrorts the lierv thal thev nral'*'ell
bleed. -\t Kut orre ap;ii:atcrl l'itlt ;r save of nlislants on l9 .\lt'il
4/r and at ro0stirrt limt: \\:as IrLrt ul) florn it srrrall leirfless buslr
s'hich al.o Itiit'brrulr,d ir srrall l)iutl'of Slranish Spallos's lPz'ser
hi'ltrrttiolrrt'i' . ihlce Ilerl-backed Shrikes iLtrtitc rollurio':, tr

\V<rorlr'flrl ll,. .tt,rtrrlrtrt, t\\'o \lenrtries \\'all)lers !Syltit nrltut-
tcitltulrt il'trl fr,u, Oli!irf(,ous \\'arblt'r's iHippoltis ltrllidrt.'l'tr't
cla.t s Irrttr tlrlet s't,r't, in tholri anil irr r,rrn rlirrging to gr';rirr
stalks. 'l'lte1- rvelr silent. Ir thi \olth I sas' but one u'hich s'as
sir8irg on lht, lihosal at }Iosul .-'n 5 llal' {1.

242. &243. REED WARBLERS. !..Jr cjp - rrr , rrv
Acrocephalus sp.

B BB B
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Rced Warblers (other than A. arundinaceus) we?e common

antl singing in the Clay Pit ponds at Bathdad on 23 March 42.
A small red brown Reed Warbler resembling A. scirpaceus was
common and singin8 in this locality on 23 April 42, and also
on the Bund Pools at Sheikh Omar on 5 May. On b August there
were a few on these pools but none on the Clay Pit ponds on
7 August 45. At l(ul near Hai, !n thorn b1' a canal was a Reed
Warbler with ver).'pale buff flanl(s and under tail coverts (20 May
43), and the next d&y e bird was hesrd singing from reeds th€
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sorrg being unlike ,1. ar?oulitLqcc?ls but too coarse fot A. .scirpaccus,
The birds scerred largt,r' lhan ,1. scirptcnzs and may have bcen
in facl of the gri.;cllis r;rca of tr un d ittrr rez,s. .\ specics of Reed
Walbler was conlrllon in Lhe Suweicha Lake on 16 June 43. Like
the l)hr.lloscopids, this group Ieall) needs concentrated study if
an1'thing is to be achieved.

244. S['DGI,]-\VARB[,ER. Ci tl , J&rr qjr, _ rrr
..lcrocephalus schocnobtenus (L),

One singing at Baghdad on 11 IIa1.42 is our onl;, record,
and Nlaclaren notes them as frcrluent at tr{arqil in a galden
throughout \{ay until 4 June {3, obserying that they rvere very
skulking.

?45. T'IARSH-\V.\IiBLER. ithjt .tju - rto
.lcrocephalus polustri.s (13echstein).

.\ shor'[ sturrtlr\ rva|blcr of eirrihv brou'n colour with a con-
spicuous white e"ye lim ma"v hale been of this species; but it is
a spccies $,ith rvhich rve are unfirrniliar. It was seen on 12 May
44 neal flosul on thc banks of the Tiglis.

246. OLMCDOLIS WARBLER. rrri-i q.ir, - y!1

II i ppolo i.s pall i d o (Hemprich and Ehrenberg).
probably elaac4 (Lindermayer).

C & S. 21 r'ecords.

Al Baghdad tht'first rccord, ?/r \'Iarch 45, comes from PNC.
81. nrid-\Iav there $'as ono crerJ l0 I'ds. in a tlansect made in
Karladat Miliam, n host of thcnr having fallen on the land,
singing arvav rvilh their chattering scralx,, their rvild ertravagent
outpouling. I)alts of the song carr be likened 1o arpeggios. By {?
NTay, they were singing in evcty garddr and cover all day and
elen at night. Thel' u'ere alreadl defending tcrritory with crcst
raiscd anglrilv anrl 1ruffed ft,irthrrs, chirling arval' and displaling
with trernblirrg winFS and shouted song. l'NC gives the following
details of nests:

BBBBB
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22 Mrry 45. Baghdad c2| ft. up in I small bush in garden. No

eggs. Also none on 26/5.
Baghdad c3 ft. up in top of a small mulberry bush. A neat
little cup lined with down. 3 e88s. 30/5 hatched.

m MaJ 45. Baghd&d In small citrus tree, lined with white
feathers and with dove's feathers used in contruction of
the felted cup. 3 eggs.

l5 June 45. Baghdad 2 ft. up in small herbs and tangled
growth. Lined with down. 3 eggs.
4It. up in ff9. tree. 2 young almost ffedged.

We found a nest on tb July in an Oleander in Boswell's
Alwiyah garden. It was a small mossy looking cup with much
cotton flufi. There were three eggs, pale lavender with e ring
ol chocolate and brown spots. Another nest found on 28 July was
a small deep compact cup placed al the top of a bush, covered
externally with cottony fruits. It contained one fledgling with a

very large head and a yellow gape. Maclaren records them as
abundant at Hindiyah after 24 April 43. At Kut in 1943 there were
a few about on 2 April and by mid-April they were ubiquitous
and singing like mad. The call is a 'tchak' and they have a scold-
ing call like a Blue Tit. (Pants coenieus). ln 1944 they u,ere
suspected on 22 March and conffrmed on 24 March. By 14 April
they were beginning scratches of song and on the 19th were
abunda.nt and in full song. There are no autumn records from
Kut and though I searched for these birds on I September 45 none
were found. I did not record them on migration from the Persian
frontier beyond Bedrah.

North, 18 records.

\\I \v
1r) tl 1l

At \,losul thc fir.st lrilrl hr,irr.rl .ilFing was on l:l .\Pr.il /r5, ll.
s,hich time thcv rve rt, rvcll rlistr.ilrulr.rl, hcing ht.itr.d irt Sharllalirh
(2I Alrlil), and at Ilirrzirn l?i-r.\1,r.ilt. In \1ar- 1.,r thcl u.ele ult
rvith thloughouf Nesl I{uldistarr fr',rrn Z;rkho to [iorr'anrluz. silc
inq in fillagcs ll)ianirl, garrlt,ls iZ;rkhrr . rrlr.lrirrrls /llersir-i irr
itn oak grovrr llla|irl. irnd itt 3{)t[) fl.0u ir Fl.ass\.al1t oI ttre ()itlrr
Tepe.
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In late sumnrer. there u'er.e l ferv at l)enjrvin in sheltered
lrrrlts of the vallel' rvith sufficient cover. Bir.tls at Choarta (19-22
August 45 r Ner.e silent e\cc])l for calls. At Scr.amadia onc v,as
still singing iD siralchos on 18 -\ugujt at Dur.i, and they were Iast
seen on 23 August.

Thcre is no dorrlrt that this spccies x.ould rnake a good subject
fol dctiriletl studr'. It is lrlentiful. rasl to see arrd resident thr.ough
ruuch of'lraq.

(One rvatcherl in lellaced cultivation above t)enjwin aplreared
more rulous lhan ll. pallith eluitru. ancL had u'hite outer margins
to thc orrtel tail feathers).

!4;, I}I,.\CIiCAP.
Sul.t:iu atric pilla (I|).

C & S,8 records.

;F:n tl - Ytv

At Raghdad [)NC repolts or]e r)rr 24 Mirrch 45. A male seen
orl 19 r\l)r'il rvas silrttt. On 3r'd \Ia\', Blackcirlrs rvere singing, at
time:; ft om the densest corer. -\t I(ut ort r-r Alrlil 4rr both sexes wele
plrscrrt lrut not singing. 81'14.\lrril the.r'u'elt, rLnrong the donrinant
nrigliurts, four lrlir]os alld a for)lirltl being fr)nnd in one small
girrrlon. 'Ihe next dir"v none wero l-rLurd. On 20 April 43 with a

f lesh u,rLve of migrants fhey u'erc corr)mon, S]rcikh Ali Al Amir's
olchnlrl being full of them (20 \ye]e counterli. \laclaren records
therr as being slrirlse at Hindi.r rrh at the enrl of -\pril.

North. 7 records.

\\r wwww w
123.\ 56 7 89 i0 lt 1:

In the Nolth t rtriile aplrealcil in our gatden at tr{osul on 28

Januillv 45 and \\'as still x'ith us on I !-ebruirrl'. A fentale rvas
recorded in an olchard on 19 Al)r'il and one rvts seen at Jafrika
on !6 Alilil 45. Tho rnain miglation, I suslx'ct arrives, latcr. At
Zakho on 6 \'Iat'l1 thele rvete streral, silent; and sin€ile autumn
biltls arc lecolded from Seranatlia (femal0, I Septembet' 41r) and
Penjrvin (female l9 September.l?). It is e\.idently not a common
migrant in Kurdistan, and the main passage nlay iollorv the Tigris.

BBB
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A ferv evidently s'itrter rountl \Lrsul ivide \'teinertzhagen 1924,

Ticehurst 1926).

248 BAIiRED \\'.\llBllitt. a..li b. jtD - Yr^

Sgl r ia ni'orir ller')tsteitl..

Foul lt,citrtls. I I -\lay r12 at llaShilild olle: one \ ith a waYe ()!

rligrirnts at Kut otl !{i -\1rril:ri, t\ro nlolc at trut on 28 -\pril 4{'
and one in the Zirklro EorBt ()n i \ta.v 11. In flight it appears a

blue gre.v bird and the citll is it halsh grating. The e1'e of one

seen at Baghdad \\'as more lerl than Yello\Y. On migration they
fIt,' Iupnt galdetls itlrl urchardr.

P49. OIll'HItAN \\r.\llBll'lR. ir- .;u. - rt\

Syhtta lnrlttsis (Gmelin).

At 0hoarta bt:trvccn '14-!2.\ugust 45 there rvas another puzzling
.!iyl?,ia. Attention rvirs fir'st itttlacted b"v a sub-song lrom a rvarbler
in oul cantp in a rvtrcxl. It was sustained and bubbling rvithin
a small coml)ass like ir (ialden Warbler (5. bortn.). No scolding
note was hetlrl on that occasion. 'lhe bird s'as skulking and
differ'f,nt in habits ftortt S. )nltsllceu. It had no vinous tinge, the
crowo was black anrl contrasted str'ongly \Yith the rvhite chin.
The next daf it rvts s'atcltt:tl tttote carefulll' and it \\'as noted that
the bird h d rr gt'tr lrtck, a blar:k gt r:1' cap rvhich came beloN
the e)e. It rvas larger lha.o ttty.;loccn and had a pure white throat
and chin. 'I'he -rong (fuller this da1') rvas composed of rich musical
r,''arbling phrases, rvith rlltrrl' rrhistles \\-hich began rvith a ripple.
Some ,short l)hltses \re) e reprtted, and it contained no harsh note-r.

It s-as delivcrt,rl hirlf heirrtedll', but in contlast to other birds it
still sang at 1(t.::lt) a.nr., br'*hich tirre the heat had silenced other
bilds. I rvas inclinetl to yotc it an Orphean \\'arbler (S. ftmlensis)
a species u'hich rve do not knorv.

Finalll in the spling of 19,15 at Dohuk i8 Aplil) a rrarbler wtrs
flequent anil siDging florn tlee-s in the Rubar Dohuk with a long
song contairriug lt,lrelr'tivt l)hrases. The)' had dark grey heads
s'ith a paler folt,hrad, the r:hin irnil tht'oat pure rvhite, back and
mantle grel blorvn and the tail rvas not graduated. Zarudny, a

mine of idcas, likclf irnd unlikcll', records the eastern form
cr(tssiroslris from the Zagros.

Thesc unconfir'rrrcd sight' records of a difficult genus add
nothing to systcmatio ornithology, but as the these notes are

I
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intended plimat'ily fol the assistar)cc nf orrrithologists rvot.king irr
'Iraq rve holre it rvi]I encourilge sorneon{r to go up into the hills
and collecl sorut: of thesc doubtful s,arblers anrl clear up the
matter-

250. GARDF]N W,\RBLER.

S yhtiu borin (Boddaert).
,Jqrr qjb - ro.

At fir'st confused rvith the Olivaceous \Valltler l,Ilippolais
Tttllida) and records florn Baghdld, rvhere it is ltr.obablv common
oll nrigratiorr have becrr rinritted. -\t Kut it alrpeared on li3 Alrril
4:l and on 14 Aplil ,1.i. In the.r-olth it rvas comnron and suslttcterl
breeding in the Zakho gorge on ? Nliry 44. Its gape u'as a led-
ot'ange and the legs a pinkish bt'orvn. It sang fronr the centre of
ir bush as in Europe, the song being much lichel than that of
thc Olivaceous \\Iarbler (Hippolai.'; 'pallidu). Birds in thc broken
sclub countly near Silsing irr tht:,\rnadia valle]' relleated phrase,s
in their song and iucluiled an imitation ol llerops apiusler. "fhe"r
tl)l)ealed to be territarl' (12 \Iay 44). It s,as recorded ftorr
Kirkuk on !l Septerrber' 1r4. llirclalen reculils one frorn ![arclil
iu the scruth on I May 43.

251. WHITETHROAT. Jrrr .L+ :'jr^ , .:;r, qJj - ror

S gluia contmunis Lalham.
G&S.7records.

BB
t23L5678910 ll 12
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Recorded from Baghdad on 18 April 43 (thou8h not recessarily
a ffrst date) and fronl I{ut ort 17 At)ril 4:l and 19 r\plil 4.1. An
exhausted bird rvas found in a Baghdad garden on 2l August rr2.

The measurements wele W. 7/1.5, Talsus 21, L3ill (culmen to hairs)
9. Iris dull 1'ellow brorvn; legs and feet l)ale brown. E1'c t'irtr bufr.
It was also recorded florn Kut in the autunttt, 15 September rr5.

\{aclaren did not seo them befolc mid-April at Hindiyah and
notes that thel' persist throughout N'taJ- at Nlarqil. This confirms
Cheesman's observation in Ticehurst (1922).
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North, 14 records.
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To Kut it is, at an]'rate, a passaBe Inigrant. Travelling north

fror)r Baghdad in \ta] ,14 I rvas either Nith ol ahead of a big
passage of tiiflerent birds. \Yhitetltrrrats \!el'e setn up to Samarrir
t4 l{a}' 4{l but not rrorth of thi-r l)lace. Ilitt'lier rvaves tnust occur'

as onr Nas -.irging in our Sal dtrt ut \losul on 13 APril 45 and sub-
song was heard ft'om t$'o r)ear Arlra (l,i -\pril 45), and birds rvere

on the Spilik I)ass on 2i AD|il 45. Flom 19 August - 9 September
Whitethx)ats, in snall numbers. ltasscd over the col of Scramadia
16100 ft.) irnd one lvas obtained on I Sel)ttmber (W 71 mm., Bill
10 rr)rn., 'lftrsus 23 m!n. a sruall rving Io| itterops the forrn des-

clibed f|our'Iraqi. At Penjrvin thel \sele seen ltetNeen 2-19 Sep'
tember 42 in the vatlef and rvet e cotnnton on the summits of
Hazar' tr{aia (7516 ft.). \Iaclaren also found them common in the
scl'ub by the liver here in the autumn of 1943.

15?. LESSETt Wll ITE'f I rRO.\',l'

C & S, 1? r'ecords.

alb +tr! a.Jj - Yor

\'lostlv lecordcd fronl Kut wherr it rvirs frcrluent bv 3 April 43

rnd the sub-song u,as heard flom rnigrants. On 8 April thel
vere aburrdant in lorv grorvrr !ines and rvere last recorded on 19

,\plil. ln 19,itr, four wete seen on ?1 \Iiuch. the big rnovement wen'.
thlough on 14 April, and betNeen 5-15 \ta)' none were seerr.

Orre return migrunt was seen on l5 Selrtember rrb at Kut. tr{aclaren
records thern ts frerluunt throu8llout Aplil at Hindit'ah irrS) and
as present at \4atr1il in N{a1'. Bos*'ell had three in his garden at
Ilaghdati on 20 Selitelnber 44. I have no certain recolds from the
north.

251], SARDINI.{N \vARRI,RN. t+rJ- qjb . 'l-lJ ili.r - yoy

S!,tluia Tnelanocephala ( Gmelin\

After seeing much of the \{enetries' \\rarbler lS. mlstacca)
in Centlal 'Iraq. Birds were seen in Krrrdistan whose habitat, beha-

t23456i8S
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viour and appearance were dissimilar to this species. In thc
Zakho gorge and on Qala Tepe, above 3000 ft., there rvere a fetv
s-arltlers apl.rarentlv occrrpt'ing territot"v, rvhich it rras considered
Inight bc Sardinian \\'alltler (5. melanocephola sp.). 'fhe cayr rvas
rlatk iLnd shar'1tlr- definrd and lhe undr-.r1rar.ts s'et'e s'ilhout the
pink u'ash. Thel' had a shar.p 'tek-lek' call like that ot a Blackcalr
lS. otric0pillo').

In Baghdad on ?:).\nlil 42 among migr.ants a number of male
u'alblers \\-orc scen s'ith no trace of pink on under.parts, rvhich
had the head clearll hlack and dislinct lrorn the rnantle. Ser-et al
similar bilds rvcre rccordcd crossing the Seramrrdia saddle (17

r\ugusl /r,l). Ticehurst f19?6) in thc '.\dditional Notcs to the
Avifauna of 'Iraq' mentions S. tn. ??t(l.tnot ??hlla , Gm. as being
not uncommon at Mosul.

?;,I. ]I!]NI]TNIES' \\"{RBI,ER,
Srtltia ntelanocephal,a mystacea Menelr.

C & S. 29 records.

Jr:, iljl,. - to !
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.\l BaFhdad i Lasl, r'ecorded in l9ll on ? Novernbr:r', it rvas

not seen flgain until 1i Felrrualv rvhen threi: migrart males
\\'ere seen in 'Delonshire' or Karra.lat Shalkilah. The head, fore-
head and cheek look lilack, the throal and breast a pinkl' rrhite,
the allula black and rvhile, tht, dislal parts of the primarit,s rvith
lrink rnrLlgins, the back grcl blacli, tail l.rlack u'ith rvhitc outer
tail feathers. The legs rvere light brou.n and the iris an orange-
lellorv. Onc flittcd silently ahout, cocking its tail up. as Rosrvell
rcnrarked al lhe time 'like a rvoman trling on a hat'. This dcs
o'ilrliorr of l)lunrirFe is givcrt io help Ile\\'c()nrcrs to 'Ira,1, as it is

notir'eablL. lhat lhe contrihutors lo tho r'rcellcnI I'N(] hulletin
apparenllr- overlooked this. one of Iraq's mosl chat'ircteristic hirds.
Irr April thcv \\'ere frequent. bu[ ]ess ir.t cvirlence as theil' \'eah
\-hitethroal-like scratch\. song rvas droNned b1' the chortts of
other rvarhlers, in particular the Olivaceotrs \\'arhl'r lHippolois
pnllidn\. Gr:nl records one on ?0 June at Baghdad. and there
rvere se\eral in Arrgust 122 August 43) on the Hvpocolius Islancl
and at Diwaniyah on I October 4?.

RRB B B
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.{t Kut they are apparentll' more markedly summer visitors,
bcing first recorded on 2 .\pril .13 anrl ?i \Iarch 4/r. In 1943 thev
s'cre not recorded after 19,\Pril. irl 19i4, after a felv forerunnels, r.

s'ale of migrants came through on 7 -\pri}. lollorved by a biBBer
rvave on 14 April, rvhen, tosether with Blackcan lSulltfu alricapillql
and Common Redstart (Plrcenicunts phoenirunts\ they u'ere the
dominant passerines temporarill'. The ncxt da)'there Nere none.
Thel' rvere lemporarill' freeuent again on the 20th and on the
28th April Nhen there were several migrants in the small lock
gate garden of the harrage. Somc may stay and breed, for
allhough in 194.i I left for Kurdistan at the end of April, in :t9{3,
s'hen I rvas engaged in crop e-stimation throughout \{ay I did
note them. The l\'t6ndtrids horrever is one of those common birds in
'lraq, rvhose pro,sence onc docs not ahval's note down. In trips
to the Persian lrontier at Tel Ziliab and Kan-i-sakht but one doubt-
frrl inrlividual \\ras seen.

It seems that this species keeps to more fertile habitats on ils
nrigration routc. In the autumn it \1'a,< notcd on ?5 Scntember 43.
but in 1945 rvhen there rr'as time to spare to look for birds at Kul,
there u'ere onlv a ferv on 9 Septerrbcr, one on 28 October, two on
3 November and one seen at Ali Sharqi on 7 Noyember, on a motor
tlip fronr Krrt Fao and back. This beals out the rvinter status
dcscrihed in the Irarl Fauna /Ticehulsi l9?21. The call i,s a jarrinr
Itchek-k-k-k-k-k').

ww
t 23456 789t0tt12

In Eastern Kurdistan it rvas not recorded from Penjwin in
September 42, nor from Choarta in August 45. In the West there
rva-s a definite passage in April /first record 8 -{pril Dohuk, 16
.{pril Sharnat,25 April Jafrika and ?7 April s'hen it was common
belorv thc Spilik pirss. All thc birds recorded rvere in song. In
\far- {tr there were seyer.al pairs at Zakho itself /6 \{ar.) and one
male at Eski Kelek (13 \{av\. There vere none at Seramadia
/August - Septemher 411. T\ro rloubtful records from Mosul for
October and November. The im|re,ssion i,s that its place is taken
bl the Sardinian \\'arhler tS. nteltnocephola\ in lhc Kurdish
hills. In the harren nullahs above Tel Ziliab on the persian fronticr.
riL:t of Kllt. a stliking rvar.blel u'ert: scen but not irlenti6ed. Il

North. 7 records.
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was a sm&ll grey bird with brick red underparts quite unlike
the vinous tinge of the M6n6trids' Warbler, it cocked its tail up
and had, I think, a white chin. MendtriCs' does however occur here
(Ticehurst 1926).

ilr-rJ. EASTEIIN RtiI,'OUS \VAli ULi..lt.

.lgrubat?\ galattote\ fant iliaris (Ilinitr.r
C & S. 16 records.

a)!a ap - \o.
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It is eas) to gol firsl, records for tliis r:onslricurrus irii'tl, arrd

the recolrls shorv I'rrnai'kably cLln,starrt .lirtes.

l3 Alrril
I i Alrril
t'r Alu il
l8 -\ 1rril
I i April

Baghdad.
I{ut.
Kut.
Baghdad.
\losul lGentJ.

43.
\lt.
4i-,.

I havc rtot Septolrber datr:s for l(ui, but [)NC records a ferv
;rl ll,rehrlll ,,r 'l Sr.l,l,,tnl{,, i:,.

SonrT: Thc song )'eseDlblos n rtole rtrusiral llobin lErilhaczr)
son8. His cool ehilly notes, suggestivc of aD auiunn l lobin, plar:c
hirrr as 1rt'rhaps thc l)est -congstrr in 'lla11. 'l'he r,;rriety and lichncss
of thr sorrg ar(, past an) of the u'i:ild chucklings an.l utlerances
rrf thc llulbul lPttt'tonolu.\\. As u'ith Song 'fhrushes i'Izrdzs
rrirrlotunt\, tlrr :orrg is dividcrl ulr into lrhrrr:r,s but tltele is rro

t'e1rt:tiliL,rr. 'l'ht: sclrtpe and chaLtt,r' ir-1ric;rl of rvarblers htve to
be listerrcd for befole thol are noticed. \Vhen singing the beak is
rvirlr olrlrr. Thc sub -qong is nrore hulriFil. Calls hcirrrl inclurli' a
'ts'r'r' like ir phliloscolrirl, a sirrg Jike ir II0rlgc Sl,arrorv
(J'rlItllt) anrl lnother (irll orrce h|ard wirs ir 'gcu'ga\'' rtllercd
flrrnr a lrplch. Thel sing often florn branches of clate palrn. It is
found rvherever thelc is cover, with a Iil{ing for nloist sl)ots arld
irligiLtion ditcht,s. It has heen fotrncl o1 thc rlL:scrt tails of cultivit-
tion neal llai.
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North. t5 records.
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When I left Kurdistan at the end of April 45 no Rufous
Warbler had becn seen since October, but Gent reports one from
tr4osul on t? Aprit 43. In May ,14 they were found widely distri-
buted in small numbers from Zakho, up the Dohuk road to Sirsing.
at Harir, and at Diana. I saw none between Baghdad - Samarra -
Mosul then, and curiously enou6h Vosper does nol mention it from
Qaiyarah in May and June (1943).

\Valkin6 up the Ztkho Bolge they were found to increase in
abundance rvith height and birds were in territory (7 May 44). In
late summer there were one or two round the camp rubbish dump
at Penj rvin (?9 August 42), though Maclaren u'ho was there a

rv:eh eariier in t943, forrnd thcm fairl-y frequent there by the liver
and in lorv oak scrub. Duling a month's leave, bird rvatching at
Seramadia, only on two occasions did we see it, one on the way
up, bc.,-ond Dohuk (14i 8) and t$'o in the fertile villa8e of Duri (18
Augusl 44). \Villiamson reporls several at Mar Yakoub monasterl-
(27 August 44) and one at Mosul on ll September 4/+. I saw no
birds thereaftcr in the district. A distraction displav was observed
r',,ith the red tail fanned, the bird moving au'ay lr.om a nest at
Hai in Central 'lraq (21 \{ay). Details of nests published in lhe
PNC bulletin will be found in the appendix.

!:,6. \\rlt,l_o\\' \\'.\nBLIill.
P lt.t1l I o,r"o1,tr lroc h il u' : L

.iLri-art irjL, - ro'\

C & S. ?:l lecords.

B,It)
1 ? 3 'r :) 6 i 8 I l0 lt 1:

Ii KIi K

'lhc fe:irlr sorg i)f lhe \Villorv \\:albli,r' rvits hr,irld at llaghtiird
Lrrl llrh anrl ?l<t .\1rr.ii .i!. \\'c hir\',, no ;rrriur]rrl r.,rr:orr1s fLo,i
Rrrshd ari.

.\l Iiut in l9i:l lltl, sllinc Ias.itg, lt,r,i ;rlle;rrlr- Ir-,grrrr ol l-r
,\11'ii thc bit,ds lrr:ing r-r,n.irburtriarrt lire f,,ltr,\\.i1rg dirv. ,l.lrcr r,,.,.,.
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not recordod that yeirr after'8 April. 'fhcv rvere on the u,.av back
on ::) Septeml)cr 4ll. r\n early birrl (witir the first Srvallc,u'
t.Hirurulii of tho ycalt was seen iLt Ilusscinivah on 2/r February 44:
migra"nis appeared on 24 N,[aICh and thereafter wcr.e recor(led u1r

tii 20 Alrril 44. Sorne seen on 6i 4 u'cte rather large and slirn and
the rr.\,estIil)e wirs t clearr rvhite. It nlilt br) roted that they wel'o
also passing alorrg lhe bulrrn alid floirlitl at lian-i-sakht (13 Aplil
4,11. Iltrlulrr birds u.ere twice setn at Iiut in t9.i.-r, a vclr'1'ellos
green bilii on ? Sel)tembcr 1ri in thorn irnrl tumarisk and t\rL)
birds on rilel bairlis on !9 Septernbcr 45. Irreviiabll Phvlloscopids
rvere noterl flonr time fu time rvhen ihel'e \r.ele not ol)llortunities
fol detailrd ()bsrr'\'ation. Uf intelirs[ $,'ol't] s(rnlr small leaf-rvarblels
tP:!/llo:to?ttt s]r.) in I)rvalf Pol)lat's at Lllghdarl on i1 \'ta1' 42.

one of rvhich tas a light lrrotrr rvith no greer tirge, but rvhich
had a pollen yellov patch on thc rving rnirrgin. Also on 2l Mav
43 near [Iai (Kut Iiu'a), sorrre phyllost'opi{]s \\.ere l}rsent in thorn
heath. Thesc two rerrords suggest ttlat stlagglers (probabl.v
trochilu!) mav Iingcr rvell into \l 1*. In tlris respect it is interesting
ihat Macltren r'ocords thern llt [Iirrriivah ils frequr)nt after mid'
,\pril, u'ilh one flock of alrout i0 birds being notecl until 2 May
rr3. He also rotes ir lirte bild at \Vaili llohanrledi on 11 Octobel

North. ll rIcor(ls.

ww
t2345678 l0 tl 12I

tl
.\t l'eu.ju in, \Villorr' \\'albler'-i \\'t1e j.'rrl f lLirrt l-19 Strptember'

,!2 up to i000 lt. Thel N'er'.r ft'tquenl |itssitgt tlliglants being found
.n'ilh !). rr.tllyltitrt ilr llrc niost unlik.'lr-sitLtltiotr.. Ont'bitd rvittcherl
\\'ir,r yer) gtel rvith it bufl sLrperciliurtr a:ttl tlir ..-ellorv lint' near
the first prinralr'. ln \{iry 44 t fcu,' \1rre se,-rn in t}re Zakho gorge
(7 \Iay) Bersivi (9 Ma)') and werc sitrging in the darvn song on

lhc Anndia ftrrtless c,n t2 \la1' r1t1. ,\[ Seramadia flom l?
August - I September Phylloscol)ids $'elt' llresent, but rvith str

milny birds to see the]' were not studied. A Willow Warbler was
heard feebly singing in Dohuk tin 8 April 45, there were birds
ut the Iladhra ruins (16 April) and they were recorded on the

Spilik on 27 Aprit 45.
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25i. C III t'l'CU-A.l'[.

P hyllr,t;c ttpus coll!biln 1\rieillot).

;)L5 - lov

probsbly collybira (vieillot), aDiert'ru (Nilsson) and

,risrris (Blyth.).

C & S. 11 liceolds

I} I}
l:3.i5tii89

Iih

B
1210 1'

ti
,\ wirriel vi-.iior'. No earl', t,i(u11ls fr'rr;rr Ilaghdari, ?tt Novetnber

beilg the ealliest fronl Iiul. l'NC n(rt(rs thenl as fle(llrelrt in Llarch
(1;l at ltaghd d and ou)'lirst I'ticold thele was on 19 Aprii 42.

l'irst song healci rviLs at liut 0rr l8 Febl'utrl 'i3, whel'c they \\'el'e

\,er] abundart on ! Alrril attd not lecorded subsequentlJ. No

specintens $.rre obiilirled. Gent reeords a latt' sotlg at \Iarqil /'l:
November 43r.

North. 11 records.

\\' w \\' \v
1! l.l 1r5li

w
l0 11 t?I

E
87

At Penjrvin yei')'dark brorvn birtls rvith dull white uttderparts.
rr'irich $'ere thought lo be 1ri'1ri,r wcle seen on 3 Selltmber 42,

one \vith a vlrl'l glreul- r'r:llo\\. e\'sstrilre l4 Septemberl, and both
Chillchaffs arld \Viilo\\' \Vallrlers ll'. lrochillts.\ \rere ilbundant
on l)ass{grr irt all Ireigltts ul) to;(}00 ft. on l? September. N(Jnc
were recolded fronr Ohoalta lAugust 451. In the West norie hrrl
reirchetl Sel[rratiia i]i Augusi, Sclrternber /r4 and u,ere fir'st
recordod on tha Goorel Su ii; Novemller). I,'rom then on\.ards
there \r'ere rccrild-" ul,tr' 8 Apr"il 4;-) /Dohuk\. .\ specimen obtained
on ?7 Januar'l' 4ir at \losul colresponderl in all details rtith the
tlt',.critrtion of /rir/i.i in thc Hanrlbriok l\Y. 60, T. 20, B. 10).

First sorg ir) Nlosul ol l4 Februar]'45. I'Iiglation rvas in plo-
Bress in Miirclr when the bilds \vere abundant in the undergrorvth
bl the Baqaq Su, a fe\\' of \yhi.h rvere singing. (11 \Iarch 451.

Nonc rvere seen in \la1 in Kurdistan.

?
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258. S'IREAKED WREN-WARBLER.

P'rinia grucilis.

(probably irakensis, Meinertz).
G & S. 44 r.ecords.

,j tl - ro^

I] B B
lll 11 t2
IiI

In the South it is lesidr.nt irll the vear rvhere it occurs. That
it is not recorded from Kut in celtain rnonths is due only to care-
lcssness. Il was ver'I abun(lant rLt Kut $.herre it frequented bean-
flelds irr .\plil. Ihele rvele srlnlrt iI the reeds of the Suweicha lake
in Junc, October arrrl .\1tril, bolh rvherr glcen and u'hen brorvn
tnd dly. It rvas the onl1. inlrrbitant of tarnarisk and suaeda scrub
in Januarl'.

North. : re(:ords.

Wr have tryo recorrls f rom thr North. One singing on the
Raqaq Su aboyc \Iosul on 1l \Iarch 1:r an(l onr in a 'bustan' on
'19 Arl'il 4i also at trIosul. Non(,r^'ue scen at I)enjrvin, either by
rrle i)r b\' \Iacla|en, rrot'at Ciroartrr rrol at Selamarlia (.\ugust - Sep-
ten.tber), nor elservhete bets'eerr Sclrternbrl arrrl :\pril. Furthcr
ltcolrls froru thc nrrlth u'ould lio of intelesi. Orre rvriuld exl)ect to
find it irr tho junglo fllts at E-qki Iielek. It is a snall bird, with
a long tril rrf p;raduated leathels hirs a lufllcd look and is a dull
streakv brorvn in colour. The eve is red. It is t bus-v little bird
lieelrirrn to lorv herbagc, cleelring about on the ground, and
;rppr:aling orr the top of a slrray, or ir bullush, rvhen its dead
rvhite b|east shows up conslricuousll- evon irt a distance. It often
rrnlr'llics a foot or trvo to the nert cluml). Rv April it is less
rrbtlusive though the song is more ratcll, Itearrl 118/4). However
in Kut thev rvere singing evervrvhere on l4rl. And they sing
irgain in \Ia)'. One s,as rvatched giling his 'o'icket' song from a

single reed. With bill opened wide, his fcathcrs stick out all round
irnd his tail seems to consist of an ill-assorted bundle of feathers
of riilferent lengths. The lull song u,as flrst heard in February
(15i:. Gent) and s.lunds like a locustid insect, followed by a
'chi 1r-chip-chip' etc. The calls include a single jarring note, a

warning 'tick', a soft finch like 'chit' (heard only in November)
&nd the 'tzit-tzit'.

IlllBIlBuBBl]
1!3/r56?89
K KKK K
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FAN.TAILED \VARBI,I'R,

r'i.tirult jtrnrid is Rr fi tr.r,1-re

i)tt ,-?tt lj rr - Yol

C & S. 15 records.
I] RBR R B
t ?3456i 8910 1l t2
KKI(K

Recolded at Baghdad on 2,\-ovember 41 and again on 3 August
lr5, u'hen Col. Wallis and I saw birds rvith fledged young. PNC
bulletirr records sevelal at Baghdad through August up to 26

October, and it is noted at Shahlaban (23 September 45). One was
sren at BflBhda(l on 20 Jul.r" 43 bl'[ient. Finally PNC records it
on 11 Jrrnuary 46 at Baghdrd. It is evidently resident at Baghdad.

In the cultivation near Hai thele were ahyal-s a fe$'being
put up rvhen we rode through grecn corn on crop estimation
llotu'een 4-?4 \lrrr'43. It fir'st makes itself knorvn blr a soft call
'sit-sit', delivel'ed with an upw&rd jerking flight which is most
t,halacteristic. In size it is small, no bigrer than a Prinia, of slight
lriulti rrnd hts a lrirle lrrx'tr back rvith datk streaks, a rufous lrufi
lruttli irttd the tril in fliglrt alrpelred verr' lrale and slighi. It
slrou.ed a 1rrefetence for 'shorvq' (tholn) heath or weedy cultiva-
tirrn and there rvere about I r250-300 acles in the vast Suleimanila
n,(/1lat'a of Sheikh Belasim Al Yasin. Thel'cling to single plant
stems and rvhen three s'elt, rvatr:hed thus trt LImm AI Binni near
Krtt on 20 November ihe rufous buff flank and under tail coverts.
arrrl the buff on the side of the chest rvere noted. One rvas seen
in vegetable gardens near Kut on 14 Jan 44. They were seen over
gleen liarlel at Hu-sseirrivah on:7 lIarch I1r. Ne have no records
froDr Kuldistan. The Baghdad birds, at un1.rate, are likel)'to be
('isticolt jtutcidis netttotict, Meinertz. (vide \,[einertz. Ibis October
i!)?4 pp.601-625).

Family TIMALIIDAE

:60. HUTTON'S BABBLFIH. jiL, .ruJj _ y1.

Turdoides cqudata.

probably hunoni, Blylh.
c&s.

B R BR B
12345678910ti 12

Babblers rvere only seen at Baghdad, rvhere theJ. rvele a
common spectacle in the gardens of Alwiyah, &nd near the Agar
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(.)uf, 19 nriles south at Yusuii) iih, and 60 rniles east at Hafriyah.
OrrI of lhe blreding season tho'move about in srnall parties often
of seven bilds, creeping anrl hopping along the ground like a

small procession of rnice from palm stump to palm stump, uttcring
\\{ristlirg calls. In .A.11'il thev were pailcd, going for lhc top of
cortslricuous sir)gilg llosts, arrl dliving off spartorvs. Onr sould
t'all high. anrl its paltner rep)r' at a lorver pitch. They also have
a riescentlirpl scale of calls. I)NC reports Babblet's of some species
from Shahrabau in September. lnsufficient attention rvas unfor-
Irrnately paid to this species.
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